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CHARLES THE SECOND. 

njnHl) Original of the following curious Letter 
from Charles the Second to Mrs, Lane*, 
is in the pofleiHoh of John Leigh Philips> £fq. 
€f Manchefter. 

^ I HAVE hitherto deferred writing to you 
* in hope to be able to fend you fome what elfe 
^* befides a Letter, and I believe it troubles me 
*< more that I cannot yett doe it, than it does 
^ you, though I doe not take you to be in a 

• Mrs. Lane, with great dexterity, managed the efcape 
of Charles, after the battle of Worcefter, through the 
Midland Counties to the fea* 

- VOL. lU • f* good 
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** good condition longe to c*pe£l it. The trttth ii 
^< my neceffityes are greiter than can be Imagined, 
** but I am ptomifed they (hall be fhortly fupplyed j 
*• if they are you (hall be Aire to receave a fhare» 
•* for it is impoffibk I can ever forget the great 
•* debtc I owe you, w** I hope I (hall live to pay^ 
•* in a degree that is worthy of me : in the meane 
*• time I am fure all who love me will be very 
•* kind to you, elfe I flaaH never think them fo to 
*' Your rnoft afFeftionat frind 

•* CHARLES R. 

•' Paris, Nov'. 23, 1654.'* 

Charles had parcfoned a perfbn of quality whd 
had killed hi^ antagonift unfairly in a duek 
Some time afterwards, the perfon upon whom be 
bad fo improperly exercifed one of the nojbleft 
prerogatives of Royalty, having murdered another 
man, Lord Rochefter told the King>^ •* Sire, it 
•* was not Lord — — but your Majefty that 
*« killed this man.'* 

The Author of the « Rtchardfoniana*^ gives ther 
following inftance of that readinefs of reply which: 
this lively Monarch pofleffed.— *His Majeft)| 
a(king Dr. Stillingficet one day, '^ how it happened 
*• that he always read his fermons before him, whea 
•^ he was informed that he always preached with- 
•* out book elfewhere ?" theDoAor told the King, 
♦* that the awe of fo noble an audience, where he' 
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*^ iaw nothing that was not greatly fupcrior to 
^' him, but chiefly the feeing before him fo great 
^* and fo wife a Prince, made him afraid to truft 
** himfelf. But, in return i will yoiir Majefty 
* give me leave to aflc you a queftion too ?-^ 
«* Why you read your Speeches, when you can 
" have none of the fame reafons ?" ** Why 
*• truly, Doftor," replied the King^ " youi? 
•* queftion is a very pertinent one, and fo will be 
** my anfwer. I have afked my fubjefts fo often, 
^^ and for fo much money, that I am afhamed to 
^' look them in the fiice." 

Count Zinzendorf, in his ** LeSfeur Royal^^ 
fays, " that when Charles the Second quitted" 
^ Bru/Tcls, he defired his Spanifh Agent there to 
^ fend him occafionally the news. Of what 
•* kind. Sire, would you have your news ? As 
'* the King appeared furprifed at the queftion, the 
«* Spaniard replied, Why, Sir, my mafter Don 
** Juan, the Governor of the Low Countries, 
*^ gives me pofitive orders always to fend him 
•• good news, whether true or falfe/' ^ 



LORD CLARENDON. 

THE following Letter fromPrincefs Elizabeth, 
dmghter of the Queen of Bohemia, to this illuf- 

B 2 triou) 
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trious Nobleman, is in the pofTeffion of Df# 
Harington, of Bath, 

•* Franckfort, JuIyaS, 1662. 
** MY LORO, 

. <« HAVING e'ntrufted Sir Wm. Sandys to 
** folicite the confirmation of a Pattent, which I 
•' received from the late King of blefled memory 
** for my allowance, I hope you will be fo jufto 
*' and favourable as to afford me your countenance 
" therein } and do make my addreffes to you with 
•* more confidence, confidering the real affe£tion 
** you have moft generoufly exprefsM towards th« 
•* Queen my mother during her life, in perfuafion 
" that it is not altogether extlnft, and may be 
** deriv'd on me, as my relation to her Majefty 
** obligeth me to be 

*^ Your afFedtionate friend to ferve you, 

*« ELIZABETH:^ 

EXTRACTS RELATIVE TO LOtHf CLARENDON, 
FROM SOME VERY CURIOUS MEMOIRS IN MS. 
WRITTEN BY LADY FANSHAWE ABOUT 
THE YEAR 1682. 

*' 1650. THE two parties in Scotland, being 
« diflatisfied with each other's Minifters, and Sir 
** Edward Hyde and Secretary Nicholas being 
*^ excepted againft and left in Holland, it vtras pro<- 
** pofed (the State wanting a Secretary for the 

t' King)' 
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*« King) that Sir Richard Fanftiawc (hould be 
*' immediately fent for from Holland, which was 
^ done accordingly, and he went with letters and 
•* prefents from the Princcfs of Orange and the 
^* Princeft Royal. 

•* Here I will fay fomething of Sir Edward 
^ Hyde's nature. He being furprifed with this 
^ news, and fufpefling that Sir Richard might 
^ come to greater power than himfelf, both becaufc 
^ of his parts and integrity, and becaufc he had 
^ been fome time abfent on the Spanifli Kmbafly ; 
<^ he, with all the humility poflible, and earned; 
^ paffion, begged Sir Richard to remember the 
<^ King often of him to his advantage, as occafion 
^ (hould ferve, and to procure leave that he might 
H wait on the King, promifing, with all the oaths 
^* that he could exprefs, to caufe belief that he 
^ would ferve Sir Richard's intercfl", in whatfoever 
<* condition he fhould be in. Thus they parted, 
*^ with Sir Richard's promifes to ferve him in 
*^ what he was capable of; upon which account 
*^ many letters pafTed between them. 

«* The King promifed Sir Richard that he 
tt fliould be one of the Secretaries of State (at the 
^ Reftoration) i aqd b^th the Duke of Ormond 
*^ and Lord Chancellor Clarendon were witnciTes 
^f of it ; yet that falfe man made the King break 
f ( bis word, for his owa accommodation, and 

93 ^' placed 
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** placed Mr. Morrice,a poor Country (jcntlemaij 
ti of about 20ol. a- year, a fierce Prefbyterian, an4 
<^ one who never faw the King^s face ; but AiU 
^ promifes were m^de of the r^verfion to Sir 
•* Richard. Now it was the hufincfs of the 
' *^ Chancejlor to put Sir Richard as far from the 
^^ King as he could, becaufe his ignors^i^ce in State 
V affairs was daily difcovercd by Sir Richard, whq 
^ ihewed it to the King ; but at that time the 
^* King was fo content that he, l/ord Clarendon, 
^ (hould aln^oft alone manage his affairs, that he 
^ might haye more time for his pleafures, th4t his 
^ feults were not fo vifibje a$ othervyife they woul^ 
f* have been^ and afterwards proved, 

*' 1665. The Articles concluded on between 

<^ England and Spain by Sir Richard Fan{hawe,| 

** and the Articles for the adjufta:^ent between 

" Spain and Portugal, were cavilled at by Lord 

^* Chancellor Clarendon and his party, that they 

*^ might have an opportunity to fend the Earl of 

*♦ Sandwich out of the way from the Parliament 

*^ which then fat, and as he and his friends feared 

** would be feverely puniflied for his cowardice la 

^ the Dutch fight. IJe neither underftood the 

** cuftoms of the Court nor the langi^ge, nor 

**. indeed anything but a vicious lifej and thu$ 

** was he fliuffled into Sir Richard's employment^ 

*• to reap the benefit of bis fiv^ years negociatioi^ 

Ci of 
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U of the peace of England, Spain, and Portugal, 
^* and after above thirty years fliudying State affairs, 
<^ and many of them in the Spanifh Court. So 
^' much are Ambailadors flaves to the public 
^^ Minifters^ home, who often through ignorance 
** or envy ruin them/' 

Charles the Second wrote to the Duke of 
Ormondi giving bis reaibns for difmiffing Lord 
Clarendon from his fervice^i This Letter Mr. 
Carte could neve^r find amongft thofe written to 
that illuftrious Nobleman. It has been faid, that 
X«ord Clarendon's temper was bad and peeviihy 
;uid that Charles was p^i (o get rid of him on 
^t account. 



5»«:5<:'^ss«>e>:: •#:>:: rt^a 



The Compiler has been favoured, by the 
MARQtris OF Buci^iNGH AM (a ^ame dear to Lite- 
rature and to the Arts) with the Original of the 
following Letter of jLford Clarendon, addrefled to 
tfifr Juftices of the Peace for the County o( 
Buckingham ; which, from the excellent fenfe it 
contains, and the good advice it gives, feems par-* 
^ularly fuited to the fituation of zff^ixs in thefc 
^es of alarm and danger *• 



t la the Summer of x79^t 



«* Mr 
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•* MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEK, 

<* HIS Majeftie being well aflured, as well bjr 
^* the confeffion of fome defpcrate perfons lately 
** apprehended, as by other credible informations, 
^* that, notwithftanding all his unparalleled lenity 
*^ and mercy towards all his fubjeds for their paft 
•^ offences, how greate (bever, there is ftill amongft 
•^ them many feditious perfons, who, inftead of 
** being forry for the ill they have done, are ftill 
*< contriving, by all the means they can, to involve 
*♦ the Kingdom in a new civill warre; and in order 
<< thereunto have made choice of a fmall number, 
*' who, under the title of a Council, hold cof- 
** refpondence with the forraigne enemyes to this 
** Kingdom, and diftribute therein orders to fome 
** Cgnfflmen pf their party in the feveral Counties, 
** who have provided armes an^ lifted men to be 
ready upon any fliort warning to draw together 
in a body, by which, with the hclpe they promifa 
*f themfelves from abroad, they prefijme to l^a 
M able to doe much inifchiefe j which his Majeftie 
*^ hopes (with the bleifing of God upon his greate 
** c^fe aqd vigilance) to prevent, and to that 
'^ purpofe hath writt tq his Lord[s Lieutenants ^f 
** the feveral Counties, that they and their Deputy 
<* Lieutenants may doe what belongs to them ; 
<* 5ut his Majeftie, taking notice of greate neg^ 

** ligen^Q 
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•' ligence anJ rcmiflnefle in too \x\,\ny Jufliccs of 
•* the Peace *, in the exercife of the truft com- 
^^ mitted to theinj hath commanJed tne, who 
*^ (ferving him in the province 1 hold) am ii^ 
•• fomc degree accountable for the faults of tht^fo 
•• who fervc him not fo well as ihcy ought in that 

• Jumcit the FirO, who, like ]\U grand fnn Charlci the 
Siicontlt pcrhapt never \M u Umlilh tiling, nor c\c:r iliil a 
>vifc unc, jn one of \\u fprcchcii in the Sur Chtinihrr, 
4!ire^\» the Juilgett ** to ukc nutuc, iu tlicir iVvrr^l Cir«< 
•• cuitti of thtil'c Juftitci of the IViuc thui weic moil 
•• uAive for the ji»>t»«.l of the C^"»nn'y, that they mi^ht 
•• Ami encourit^tmrnr fnun hin» i for" («ihls Wilfv^n), 
*' to milk c uft: of hi& Maj(Uy\ own wouIh, I value thil's 
** ihiir fcfve |nc fttiihtully there witli thole thut atK-n<i 
** T^y perfon x thcrcft>rc let none be ulhinh^l of hi;i otKu e, 
** or be (lifcour^tgeil in Win|; .i Juiliee i>f' the Peiice, il he 
f* ftrve worthily in it. Thv Clmnirllor (coniinutil the 
*' King) under mei mukes JuAiies, an J pinw thtui imi i 
** but neither he nur 1 cww tell wh.it they urr : and there* 
•• fore the J u<li'i'«» niurt int'onn us, who only can rcll whe» 
** 4iu well ftni] wl)o t\o ill, without vvhich how run iha 
** goiul be cherilht-d, unil the had put our, Thr ^^ood 
** Ju(\icciiarc curtfwll to atirnil the iVrvicr of' ihe Kinjf 
'< and Country ( the t>Hd ure idle (low-bcllieK, given tn 
** a life of cafe tind delij^hti liktr ladiei than men, ini 
*• think it i» enouijh totonicntpUtc y\i\'\x f i when us vitias 
•• ii»i4///t.nf tf«*/f^//*/,touicmpUiivcjullice i> nojufticu.aml 
*' lluicfore contentplitivr Judicfti arc tit to hr put out." 

** Com- 
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^* Commiffion, to write to the Juftices <rf ^ 
«* Peace of all the Counties in England, and ta 
f* lett them know, of all his Majeftie expe£):s a$ 
f * their hands : I do therefore choofe this time tq 
f ^ obey his Majefty's commands, and take the beflt 
*' care I can that this Letter m^y find you toge-* 
*' ther at your Quarter Seflions, prefuming that 
#' you who are prefent will take care that it bq 
*♦ communicated to thofe who are abfent, at your 
** next monthly meetings, which i^ is moft necef- 
^' fary you keep conftantly. J am forry to heare 
♦* thaj many perfons who are in the Commiffion 
<* of the Peace negleft to be fworne, or, being 
<* fworne, to attend at tiie Afl^zes and SeiHons, or 
«* indeed to doe any thing of the ofi^ce of a Juftice, 
M For the former fort, I defire that you caufc the 
** Gierke of the Peace forthwith to return to mec 
** the names of thofe who are in the Commifliofi 
♦* and are riot fworne, to the end that I may prefent 
** their names to the King, vvho hath ajrcady given 
•* order to his Attorney - General to proceed 
«^ againft them. For the reft, I hope, upon thi$ 
** animadverfion from his Majeftie, they will re* 
♦' coUeft themfelves, ferioufly refleft upon their 
♦* breach of truft to the King and I^ingdom,'an4 
^ how accountable they mijft be fo^ the mifchiefs 
♦* and inconveniences which fall out through their 
^ remifliiefs^ and not difcharging of their dutyes, 

•^ I affuro 



DISTIKCUI6HED PERSOKt* |f 

f( I aflure you the King hath foe great a fenfe of 
** the fcrvicc you doc, or can doc for him, that he 
f^ frequently fayes^ hee takes himfclFe to be parti« 
** cularly beholding to every good Juflicc of tho 
^' Peace who is cheerful and a£tive in his place, 
♦* and that if in truth the Juftices of the Peace it) 
*^ their fcveral divifions be as careful as they ought 
♦* to be in keeping the watches, and in the other 
•* parts of their office, the peace of the Kingdom 
^' can hardly be interrupted within, and the hopes 
*^ and imaginations of fcditious pcrfons would be 
•* quickly broken, and all men would ftudy to be 
** quiet, and to enjoy thofe many bleflings God 
** hath given the Nation under his happy Govern - 
V ment. It would be great pitty his Majcfly 
^* (hould be deceived in the expedlation he hath 
•* from you, and that there (hould not be a vir- 
^< tuous contention and emulation aniongd you, 
•* who fliall fcrve foe gracious a Prince moft 
** cfFcftually ; who {hall difcovcr and puni(h, if 
^* he cannot reform, moft of his enemies ; who 
<* (hall take nioft pains in uiuicceiving n any 
•• weak meni who are miflcd by f.ilfe and mali- 
•* cious infinuations and fuggcftions, by thofe 
*^ who would alienate the minds of the people from 
•* their duty to their Sovcryigne ; who (l)ull con* 
^' firm the weakc and reduce the wilUull mofi : 
^ iji a word, who (hall be mofl; folicitous to free 

*' the 
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•* the Country from feditious perfons, and feditioul 
** and unlawful meetings and conventicles (th^ 
** principal end of which meetings is, as appe^n 
** now by fcveral examinations and confeiEoia^ 
•^ to confirm e each other in their malice againft 
^ the Government, and in makeing collections 
^ for the fupport of thofe of their party who arc 
** lifted to appear in any defperatc undertaking, 
• the very time whereof tliey have defigned), Wc 
■* muft not believe that fuch a formed cor- 
*^ refpondence amongft ill men throughout the 
** Kingdom, foe much artifice, foe much in- 
** duftry, and foe much dexterity, as this people 
^ arc poQelTed with, cannot be difeppointed of 
f' their wifhed fucceffe by a fupine negligence or 
** lazyneflc in thofe who are inverted with the 
** King's authority ; indeed, without an equal 
*^ induftry, dexterity, and combination between 
^* good men for the prefervation of the peace of 
f* the Kingdom, and for the fupprefEng of the 
^* enemies thereof. Let me therefore defire and 
♦^ conjure you to ufe your utmoft diligence and 
•• vigilance to difcover the machinations of thofe 
^ men whom vou know to be ill afFc<Sed to the 
** Government, to meet frccjucntly amongft your- 
*^ felves, and to communicate your uiteljigence 
** to each other, and to fecure the perfons of 
^* thofe whom you find forward to difturb, o^ 

« dan^ 
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'* dangerous to the publicke peace ; and I make 
** no doubt but his Majedic will receive foe good 
^ an account of the good efFe<^ of your zeal and 
*' aflivity in his fervice, that I (hall receive his 
*^ commands to return his thankcs to you for the 
^ fitmc ; and I am fure that I (hall lay hold on an/ 
^ occalion to fcrve every one of you in particular^ 



** My Lords and Gentlemen, 

•* Your moft afFcftionatc fcrvant, 

^* March 30, 1665. ** Clarendon C* 

^ To my very good FrUndt 
** the Jiifticcs of the Peace 
«« o/tbi County of Buds.'' 



SIR RICHARD FANSIUJVE. 

THIS moft excellent and faithful fervant of a 
carclefs and profligate Mafter, on receiving his 
difmiffion from him as his Miniftcr at Madrid,. 
wrote the following Letter, which is now firft pub- 
liQied from the original MS, 

«« Madrid, ThurfJay 3d June 1666. St. Loci. 

** BY the hands of my Lord of Sandwich, who 
<* arrived in this Court upon Frivl.iy iaft, was 

** delivered 
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«* dclivci'cd to me a letter of revocation from jrottf 
** Majefty, dircQ:ed to the Queen Regent, and stt 
•* the fame time another with which yoiir Majeft/ 
*• honoured me for myfelf, implying the principal' 
•• (if not the only) mo(.ive of the former to hav^ 
•* been, fome exceptions that had been made re-* 
*• lative to the papers * which I figned with the?" 
** Duke of Medinas de los Torres, tipon the I7tlt 
*' of December lart paft j a corifideration fufEcieni 
•• to have utterly caft down a foul lefs fenfible thaii 
** hath eVer been mine of your Majefty's kaft 
** (how of difpleafure, though not accompanied 
•* with other puniftiments, if your Majefty (ac- 
** cording to the accuftomed tenderncfs of youf 
" Royal difpofition, in which you excell all 
•* Monarchs living), to comfort an old fervant, had 
** not yourfelf broken the blow in the defcent, by 
** this gracious expreflion in the fame letter :-^ 
'• That I may afllire myfelf your Majefty believes 
•* I proceeded in the Articles figned by me as 
** aforefaid, with integrity and regard to your Royal 
** fervicct and that I may be further afTured the 
** fame will juftify me towards your Majefty, 
** whatever exceptions may have been made to my 
** papers. 

♦ Relating to the commerce of Spain, and to the cfta- 
bliihing a truce between that Crown and Portugal. 
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*' In ob^ience to your Majefty's letter above- 

^ mentioned^ I make account^ God willing, to be 

^* upon my way towards England fome time next 

^ mondi) having in the interim performed to my 

^ Lord Sandwich (as I hope I (ball to bis full 

^* iatts&fiion) thofe offices which your Majefty 

^* commands me in the fame, whofe Royal perfon, 

*^ councils^ and undertakings, God Almighty pre- 

** ferve and prober many years ; the daily fervent 

•* prayers of 

« Your Majefty's 

** Ever loyal fubje<ft, 

^^ Ever faithful and mod obedient fervant, 

** Richard Fanshawe *." 

His recall is fiiid to have broken his heart v he died 
foon afterwards. Sir Richard was a fcholar rn the 
ancient and modern languages. He tranflated the 
•* Paftor F/A" of Gaarini in the fpirit of tho ori- 
ginaly of which Sir John Dcnham thus fpeaks^ 
after having cen&red fervile tranflations : 

A Btw and nobler way thou doft purfue 
To make tranflations and tranflators too ; 
They but preferve the aflies, thou the flame. 
True to his fenfe, but truer to his fame. 

♦ When Sir Richard Fanfhawc was in Spain » he wat 
4efired by a Governor of a fortrefs though which he w<i» 
travelling) to give the pafs^word { he politely gave, •* Ftvm 

Sir 
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Sir Richard tranllated into Latin verfe that 
beautiful modern Paftoral, Fletcher's " Faithfiil 
*^ Shepherdefs.'* He alfo tranflated « The I .ufiad'* 
of Camocns; and wrote fome original Poem'ft 
and Letters during hh embaflies in Spain and Pot^ 
tugaL 

Sir Richard^s pferfon and difpofition are thu^ 
defcribed in the Manufcript Memoirs of Lady 
FanshawS, which are addrefl'ed by her to her 
only fon, and begin in this exquifitely ferider 
and afFefting manned: 

'^ I Have thought it corivemerrt ' <o di^ 
•* cotirfe to you, my moft dear and only fo^^ 
** the moft remarkable anions and incidents of 
•* your family, as well as thofe eminent ones of 
*' your father's and my life j and neceffity, not 
*' delight nor revenge, hath made me infift upon 
♦* fome paffages which will refleft on their own-* 
•* ers^ as the praifes of others will be but juft 
** (which is my intent in this narrative). I would 
" not have you be a ftranger to it, becaufe, by 
*' your example, you may imitate what is applica^ 
•* ble to your condition in the world, and endea- 
** vour to avoid thofe misfortunes we have paflcd 
*• through, if God pleafes. 

*' Endeavour to be innocent as a dove, but as 
** wife as a ferpent ; and let this lefTon direct you 
** moft in the greater extremes of fortune:— 

•< Hate 



^ Hilt l^ktidTS) dhd avoid all paSibtis. Be true in 
^ your WbnlB and adions. Unhecdtatilf deKtet 
*< Mt fdnt- opifiroh^ but whe^ you ^ let it te 
^ juft, cdhftftisnt) and phih. Be cbto'^bable itt 
^. thought^ Wotd, ahd deed, and evet ready t^ 
^ forgive injuries done to yourfclf ; ahd be mori 
*• pleafed to do good than •to receive good, ht 
^ civil ahd obliging to all {dutiful whtte God ani 
^ iMiturecommandyou)^ but a Friendto^ohe^ ant 
** that friendfhip keep facred, as the greateft \it 
^ upon earth 5 afid be fure to grouhd it upoa 
** Virtue, for no other is either happy or lafting. 

*« Endeavout always td be icontehl in that flitfe 
<« of life to whith it hath pleafed Ood to tall yeu ; 
** and think it ^ great fault not to impi-ove your 
« time^ either lor the good of your ftiil, of thie 
** improvement of your underftanding^ health) of 
<^ teftfttft s imd al thefe are the ftioft pleafant ^aftimes, 
•^ fo it will make you h chearful old age, 
^* which il 11 h^celTary for you to defign, as ta 
^* make provifidn to fupport the infirmities wiiith 
*^ decay bf ftf^ngth brings ; and It was never feen 
<^ that a vidbulK youth ticrminated in H ebntented 
^* chearfUl tjd age, but perfifhed out of c6ah« 

^< tenane«. 

^ Ever kt?ep the beft qualified perfohS cotfjpwtiy* 
^* out of whom you will find advantage $ aiil 
*< referve feme heurs daily te exUmitie y^iiriMf and 

tofc, XI. c «< for- 
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<* fortune ; for if you embark yourfelf in perpetual 
*^ eonverfation or recreation, you will certainly 
*• fhipwreck your mind and fortune^ Remember 
** the proverb, * Such as his company is^ fuch is 
•* the man -, and have glorious afitions before your 
'* eyes, and think what will be your portion irv 
** heaven, as well as «{vhat you may d«fire upon 
*• earth. Manage your fortune^ prudently, and 
** forget not that you muft give God an account 
" hereafter, and upon all occafions. 

" Remember your father; whofe true imag^ 
'' though I can never draw to the life, unlefs God 
** will grant me that bleiJing in you, yet becanfe 
•* you were but ten months old when God took' 
'* him out of this world, I will for your advan- 
^^ tage ibew you him with all truth, and without 
" partiality. 

^' He was of the biggeft fize of men, ftrong, and 
** of the beft proportion j his complexion fan- 
** guine, his fkin exceeding fair; his hair dark- 
^' brown, and very curling, but not long; bis eyes 
*' grey and penetrating ; his nofe high, his coun- 
^' tenance gracious and wife, his motion goody 
" his fpeech clear and diftin^. He ufed no 
*^ exercife but walking, and that generally v/ith 
*' fome book in his hand (which oftentimes was 
" poetry, in virhich he fpent his idle hours): 
* fometimes he would ride out to take the air, but 

" his 



*• his moft delight was to go with me m a coach 
" fome. miles, and there difcourfc of thofe things 
*• which then moft pleafed him (of what nature 
*' foever). He was very obliging to allj and 
** forward to ferve his mafter (his King), his 
** Country, and Friend. Cheerful in his conver- 
*^ fationj his difcpurfe. ever pleafant, mixed with 
** the fayings of wife men, and their hiftorles 
*' repeated as occafion offered; yet fb refcrved, 
" that he never fhewed the thought of his heart, 
**" in its greateft fcnfe, but to myfelf only jf and this 
•^ I thank God with all my foul for, that he never 
** difcovered his trouble to me, but he went away 
** with perfcriS chcerfulnefs and content 5 nor re- 
*^ vcaled he to me his joys and hopes, but he would 
** fay they were doubled by putting them in my 
** breaft. I never heard him hold difputt in my 
** life, but often he would fpealc ag;:inft it, faying 
** it was an uncharitable cuftom, which never 
*^ turned to the advantage of either party. He 
•* could never be drawn to the faflion of any party^ 
** faying he found it fufficient honeftly to perform 
v thatempioymeiu he was in. He loved and ufed 
^* chticrfulnefs in all his aftions, and profcffed his 
*' religion in his life and converfation. He was a 
" true Proteftant of the Church of England, and 
** fo brought up and died. His converfation was 
^* fo boneft, that I never heard him fpeak a word 

C a <« in 
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•* in my life that tended to God's difhonour, oi*' 
*♦ ^nqoupagement of any kind of debauchery or fin. 
** He was ever much efteemed by his two mafters 
*^ (Charles the Firft and Second), both for great 
*^ parts and honefty, as well as for his converfationy 
** in which ti^ey took great delight, he being fo 
*^ free from paflion that it made him beloved by all 
•* that knew him. Nor did I ever fee ivim moved 
** but with his mafter's concerns, in which he 
<* would hotly purfue his intereft through the 
•*• greateft difficulties. He was tlie tendereft father 
*^ imaginable > the carefuUeft and the moft gene- 
*^ rpus mafterl ever knew. He loved hofpitality, 
*• and would often fay, it was wholly effential for 
** the Conftitutton of England. 

** He loved and kept order with the greateft 
•^ decency poflible ; and though he would fay I 
*• managed his domeftics wholly, yet I ever 
** governed them and myfelf by his commands ; in 
** the managing of which I thank God I found 
*^ his approbation and content. 

*^ Now, my fon, you will expeft that I fhould 
** fay fomething that may remain of us jointly 
" (which I will do, though it make my eyes gufli 
** out with tears, and cuts me to the foul to re- 
^* member), and in part exprefs the joys with 
•^ which I was blefTed in him. Glory be to God, 
^ we never- had but one mind throughout our 

*' lives J 
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«% li^eS5 our fouls were wrapped up in each ether ;. 
'^ our aims and deflgns were one; our lov^s one; 
** our refentments one. We fo ftudicd one tile 
** other, that we knew each other's minds by our 
** looks. Whatever was real happinefs, God gave 
** it to me in him. But to commend my better 
** half (which I want fufficient expreflion for)^ 
*^ metbinks is to commend myfelf, and fo may bear 
^* a ceji^rure. But might it be permitted, I could 
*^ dwell eternally on his praife mod juftly. But 
^^ thus without offence I do, and fo you may-^ 
^^ imitate him in his patience, his prudence, hit 
** chaftity, his charity, his generofity, his perfect 
*^ refignation to God's will i and praife God for 
^^ him a€ long as you live here, and be with him 
♦* hereafter in tlie kingdom of Heaven." 



LyfDT FANSIUJVE. 

THIS i{K2omparable>Yoman wrote the Memoirs 
#f her I/ifci which contain many curious anecdotes' 
iS( hcjrfolf AAd her hulband and of the great per* 
fudges of th^ times : unfortunately, however^ for 
th« levf r« Qf truths of nature, and of fimpjicity^^ 
they remain jn MS. The following beautiful 
pidlurc of cfortrtubiJll affedfion M^i*6d )v!th good 
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fen(e and good-humour, might well be appended 
as an additional chapter to Xenophon*s excellent 
Treadfe on " CEconomicsj or, The Duties qf 
** aWife/* ' * '■ * 

?* One day, in difcourfe, Lady — tacitly 

f* cofnrhended the knowledge of State affairs, and 
" that fome women were very happy in a good 
** underftanding thereof, as my Lady A. Lady S. 
*• Mrs. T. and divers others, and that for it 
** nobody was at firft more capable than myfelf— 
'* That in the night (he knew there came a poft 
** from Paris frdm ^be Queen ^'^j and that flic 
*^ would be c^ctremely gfail to hear what the 
« Queen commanded th6 King in order to feis 
*^ affairs ; faying, that if I would afk my hufband 
** privately, he would tell me what he found in the 
" packet, and I might tell her. I, that was young 
*• and innocent, and to that day never had in my 
•* mouth ' What news I \ began ^o think there 
*^ was more in enquiring into bufinefs of public 
^^ aFairis than I though^ of, and that being a 
'< falhionable thing, it Would make me more beloVed 
^ of my hufband (if that hacl been poffible) than I 
^ was. After my hufband returned home from 
*^ Coqncili after welcoming him (as my cuftom 
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^ ever was), he went with his hand full of papers 
*.* into his ftudy for an hour or more. 1 followed 
*f him.-7-He turned h^ttiiy, and faidv What 
^ wouldfl thou have, my life? I told btm, I 

V heard the Prince l^ad received 9 packet from the 
** Queen, and I gueffed it that iq his hajnd, and I 
f< defircd to know wh^t was ii» it, He fmiling 

V replied, My iove, I will imtpediately come to 
*^ thee ; pray thee go, fpr I am vefy bufy. WhcA 
'^ he came out o.f his clofet, I refumed my fuiti 
<5 be k^fled me» aj»d talked of other things^ At 
^^ fupper I would c^t nothings He (as ufually) 
f^ fat by me, and drank often to trie (which was 
f^ his cu(lom)y and was full of difcoi^pfe to com- 
*^ pany that was at table. Going to bed I afked 
<< him again, and faid, I could not believe he loved 
^ me, if he refufed to tell me all be knew ; but he 
^ faid nothing, and flopped my mouth with kifles ; 
•^ fa we went to bed. — I cried, and he went 19 
" fleep. Next morning very early (as his cuftom 
^ was) lie called to rife> but began to dilcourfe 
*' with me firft, to which I ipadc no reply. He 
f ^ rofe, ca^ue to the other fide of the bed, and 
^^ kifled IQ9, and drew thex;urtain foftly^ and went 
M to Court. When he gan^e hon^e to dinner, he 
.^ prefently came to me (as was ufual); and 

f* when 1 had him by the hand, I faid, Thou doft 
fi not care to (c^ me doubled. To which he 

c 4 (taking 



^ (takrngme iirhis arms) anfwered^ Mf (karell^ 
^ foul, nothing upon earth can aiHi£b me like that, 
^ and when you afked me of my bufln«f9^ it was 
^ wholly, out ef my power ta (atisiy thee ; for my 
^ life aad fortune fhall be thine, and every thought 
^f «f my heart in which the trufl I am in may ncif 
^ be Mvealedv but my honot^r is mine own, which 
^ I cannot preferve if I communicate the Princei^r 
^ aflTairs i 9nd pray thee, with this anfwer reft 
^ iati^fied. So great was his reafon and goodneis^ 
^^ tha^ upon confiileration, it made my folly 
^ appear to be To vile, that from that day until* 
^ the day of his death I never thought fit to afk 
^ him any buffneis but what he communicated tc^ 
**- me freely) in order to his eftetoor iknily.** 

Tbe §)lIowing «*quifit!B|y ttoder incident took 
jlaco Uctwcen, Ladjr. Fa»jOha.we and her hufitjandi^ 
ip as^voy^e dxpy made, together from Gal way- tft 
^^^\ ip the fpj;ing of the year 1 6^9* 

*•*< Mfh pui^dijod! our voyage with profperous 
^ win(i% bu^ a mofttempeituous maftcr, aDutch-* 
^ m^iv (which i^ enough to (ay/), but truly^ t 
^' tbinkv tbi» graamfl^ beaft ! ever faw of his kind.* 
^ Wiiert W4r bad juft^ paflcd the Straits^ we- £uv 
^ conrii^ towaxds us, with Aill fi^ls, a Tudeifli 
'*< gallegf wqU manued» and we believed we Ihould 
^ b^.earrifldawa^Iltivesi for thie man hadfoJadett 

" his 
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^< 'bis fhip with gflods for Spain, that his guns were 
^< ulelcis though the fliip carried 60 guns. He 
^ called for brandy, and after he had well drunktit 
<* and all his men, which were near aoo, he called' 
*• for arms, and cleared the deck as wcrll as he could, 
*• refolving to fight rather than lofc his ftip^' 
♦* which was worth 30,000!. This was fad for us 
♦* paflengers, but my hulband bid us be fure tcr* 
<* keep in the cnbin, and not appear, which would 
** make the Turks think we were a man of wari 
f* but if they faw women, they would take us for 
** merchants, and board us. He went upon deck, 
^ and took a gun, a bandclier, and fword, expeft- 

» ^ 

*^ ing the arrival of the Turkifh. man of war. 
^ This Beiift-Captain had locked me up in the 
*• cabin.— I knocked and called to no pUrpofe, 
^ until the cabin-boy came and opened the door. 
** I, al! in tear^, dcfired him to be fo good as tqi 
** give mo his thrum cap and his tarred coat, which 
^^ ho did, and I gave him half a-crown, and put* 
•* ting them on, and flinging away my night* 
*^ clothes, I civpt up foftly, and ftood upon the 
*^ deck by my hui1>ai1d's fide, as free from iickneft 
** and fear as, I confefs, of difcretion, but it was 
^ tile tBkSt of that paflion which I could never 
^ mafter. By this time the twa veflTels were eu^ 
** gaged in parley, and fo well fiitisfied with fpeecht 
^ ittKi fight of each othtf*3 foecB) that the Turka 

** man 
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^f man of war tackeJ about, and we continued our 
Jf courfe. But when your father few it convenienj( 
*-* to retreat, looking x^poti m^, he blefled him- 

V klfy ^nd fnatcbed me up in hi3 arms^ dying, 

V GoodQody thatlQve can make ^his change! 
"*< and though he feemingly chid me, he would 
*< laugh at it as ofteQ as hQ reipeml)ered tha|( 
^ voyage.** 

Thjs excelknt wom^n, Jn aijo)ther p^rt of bej 
tleraoirs, fays : 

" About July this year (1645), the plague 
•' increafed fo faft at BriftoJ, that the Princp 
(iCharl^s the Second) and ^| his retinue went 
to IBarnfi^ple (which is one o£ theiineft towns^ 
1 know in England), and your father and I 
went two days after the Prince; for during all 
the time I was ii) Court, I never journeyed but 
•f either before bjni or aftqr he was gone, noif 
" ever fa\y him bu^ at church 5 for it was not 
** in thofe days the fafliion fojc honeft women 
" (except they had bufinefs) to. yifit a man'^ 
« Court.'! 

Theie Memoirs contain feveral very curious 
particulars relative to the Civil War^, the fate of 
the exiled Cavaliers, Lord Clarendon, &c. They . 
are exquifitcly entertaining, and, differing from 

mod 
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moft of the celebrated French Meir.ojrs, evince 
moft clearly, that the trifling and foppifb refourcc 
of ifltrigue is npt neccflary to render a narrative 
intereft i ng. The F rench Memoi rs, i ndecd, abound 
with hiftbries of this kind ; and perhaps one of the 
moft produftive caufes of the ill behaviour of our 
women in high Jife may be attributed to the early 
and the conftant reading of thefc produflions, 
wiiere adultery and intrigUe are univerfally ftyled 
gallantry, and are never treated as crimes. It is 
much* to be wiflied^ that one of the defcendants of 
tne antient and illuftrious family pf Sir Richard 
Fanfhawe who ppfTefles the moft perfect copy of 
thcfe Memoirs, would caufe them to be printed* 

« . • * • • * • w I 

for the amufcment and inftrudtion of mankind* 

Tt«. . . .. • • '• 



^£>r. /TAf. MQMBESSOK 

ANTIENT Ftance may, with juftice, boaft 
^f a Prelate in ** Marfeilles' good Bifhop ♦,'* who 

^'^ His naine was J. De Belsun'ce, of an antient family 
o^ Guienne in France. He was brought up amongd: tho 
celebrated Society of the Jefuits, and had taken the vows 
•f their Order. 

was 
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^as the benefactor and the prefcrver. o| man^. 
kind J England, however, may- congratulate 
herfclf in having cherlflied in her bofom a Pariftl- 
Prieft, who, without the dignity of charafler, 
and the extent of perfons ,over whom M. de 
Belfunce diftributed the blefliogs of his paflorai 
care, watched over the fmaller flock committed 
to his charge at no Icfs rifque of life, and with 
no lefs fervour of piety and activity of benevo- 
lence. 

The Rev. Mr. Mompeflbn was Re£lor of Eyam 
in Dcrbyfliire during the time of the Plague that 
nearly depopulated the town in the year 1666, the 
^car after the Plague of London. He married 
Catherine the daughter of "Ralph Carr, Efq* dt 
Cowpon, in the county of EJurham, by vvhon> 
he had two. children. Uyiiig 9I the time of this 
dreadful vifitAtion. He in vain intreated Mrs. 
Mompeflbn \o quit Eyam at the time 0^ the 
Plague, tand to- take her two children with her. — 
He told her, that though it was his duty to ftay 
amongfl his pariftiioners during their afEi.ttiqn, it 
wds by no means hcr's, and that (he by the£e 
means, would &ve her children. from being infedled 
with, the reigning diftemper. She faid, that fhe 

tsrculd live and die with him. Tlie children wfe#e 
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at laft ftnt away. A tnonument has been erefied 
IQ her with this inicription : 

*' CathariiCaj 

•' Uxor GULIEL. MoM?tSSON, 

" Hujus Ecclijia Ruioris ; 

" Pilia RoDOLPHi Carr, 

** Nuptr di Coupon in Comitet. J^unelm^ Armig. 

** Sepulta eft xxiii. Die Mtnf. AuguJU 

" Jnno Domini 1666.'* 

Under a Death's- Head on one iide of the tomb 
is this infcription : 

" Mor$ mihi lucrum.'* 

Qn the other is an Hour-GIafs^ with thete 
words: 

** Cavete ! Nefcitis koram.'* 

Mr. MompclTon, who appears to hare been an 
ailing man, never caught the Plague, and was 
enabled, during the whole time of the calamity, to 
perform the funftions of the Phyfician, the Le* 
giflator, and the Prieft of his aiHliled parifb, aflift* 
ing the lick with his medicines, his advice, and his 
prayers. Veneration, no lefs than curiofity, muft 
lament that fo little is known of this venerable 
Paftor after the Plague. Tradition ftill fheWs a. 

cavern 



^<y l(NECboTi:s op soicti 

fcavexn near Eyam, called. at. this day Cuckletb's? 
Church, and formerly called Cucklett*$ Fields^ 
where this refpeftable man uf:d to preach and to 
pray to thofe of His parifliioners who had not the 
diftemper. This fatal difeafe vifited feventy-fix 
farfillies, out of which two hundred and fiftv-fix 
perfons died. The chui*ch-^ard not being aWe t6 
confein the bodied of thofe th'at perifliecJ b}'' tne. 
Plague, many perfons wdre buried in the hills and 
the fields adjoining. Many of the tpmb-ftones 
ere£led to their memory are ftill vifible, particularly 
tiTofe of the family of Hancocrk, one of whomf is 
<aid to have fet on foot the Plating Trade at SheP-'* 
field. The Pta^e broke oat in the Spring of 
i666> and ceafed at the beginning of 0£lober m 
the fame year. It was fuppofed to have b^^n 
brought from the metropolis in fome woollen clothe 
that were purchafed in that crty fooit after the 
Plague of 1665, and which had not been fufBci- 
enily ventilated and fumigated. 

To prevent the contagioft from fprcading into 
the neighbourhood of Eyam^ the Earl of Devon- 
(hire, then refident at Ghatfwcrth, frx or feven 
miles from Eyam, caufed provifions and the 
i^ceffaries of life to be placed upou the hilU at 
regular times, and at appointed places, to which the 
inhabitants reforted> and carried off whiit was left 
fey: them. By the perfaafioii and authority of the 

excellent 
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excellent Rcftor^ the inhabitants were prevailed 
upon to remain within a certain diftrrdt.-^'Mr^ 
Seward) the lad Redlor, the father of the elegant 
I'oetefs of his name, preached it Centenary Ser-- 
raon upon the Plague in 1766, in the parffh- 
church of Eyam, compofed with (uth power of 
defcriptidn, and fuch a pathetic appeal to the feel- 
ings of bis auditors (many of whom had loft their 
anccftors by that dreadful vifitation), that he was 
continually interrupted by the exclamation^ ind 
tears of his liudience. 

By the kindncfs of a Gentleman of Eyam, the 
Publick is prefented with Three Original Letters of 
the Rev. Mr. Mompeflbn, written during the time 
of the Plague. I hope that neither 1 ndr mj 
friends ihall ever know that perfon who can read 
them without tears* 



L E T 'f E R r. 

TO MY DEAR CHILDltEK OEORGE AKD'BLIZA<« 
BETH MOMPESSOK, THESE PRESENT WITH 
MY BLESSIKG. 

Cy am, Auguft i(6(>« 

** DEAR Ht^ARTS, 

•* THIS brings you the doleful fiCTfi of your 
^ dear Mother's deaths the greaceft loiSi that ever 



ft AK£Ct)OT£S or SOME 

*• yet befel you ! I am not only deprived of a 
** kind and loving confort, but you alfo ar6 
*' bereaved of the moft indulgent mother that 
** ever dear children had. But we muft comfort 
** ourfelves in God with this confideration, that 
*• the loTs is orJy ours, and that what is our forrow 
•* IS her gain : the confiderationof her joys, which 
«' I do atTure myftlf arc unutterable, Ihould refrefli 
•* our drooping fpirits. 

' '* My dear hearts, your blcfled mother lived 
*' a moft holy life, and made a moft comfortable 
*' and happy end, and is now invefted With a 
•* crown of righteoufncfs. I thlnlc that it may 
** be ufcful to you to have a narrative of your 
** dear mother's virtues, that by rh^Si knowledge 
•* therebf you may learn to imitate licr eJccellent 
•' qualities. 

*' In the firft place, let me recommend to you 
•' her piety and devdtion (which were accordinnj 
•' to the exa£t principles of the Church of 
*' England). In th« next place, I can affirm of 
•* her, that (he was conipofed of modcfty. and 
** humility, which virtues did poffefs her dear 
** foul in a moft eminent manner. Her difcouxfc 
*^ was ever gcave-aiid tncck, yet j)lcalant withal ; 
*' a vaunting immodeft wOrd was ncvcf heard to 
•* come otrt of htr miomh. Again, I can fet 
•» out in her cwo «het virtues, ;* c. Charity and 

« Fru- 
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•* Frugality, She never valued anyAing (he 
** had, when the neceffity of her poor neighbours * 
^* did require it, but had a bountiful heart to all ' 
*^ indigent and diftreflcd perfons. And again, ' 
" (he was never Iavi(h or pfofufe, but was com- 
" mendably frugal j fo that I profefs in the pre- 
" fence of God, I never knew a better houfewife. ' 
** She never delighted in the company of tattling' 
*^ women, and abhorred as much a wandering 
•* temper, of going from houfe to houfe to the ' 
" fpending of precious time, but was ever bufied 
^^ in ufeful occupation. In all her ways (he was 
<* extremely prudent, kind, and affable; yet to' 
** thofe from whom (he thought no good could be 
** reaped from their company, (he would not un- 
*' bofom herfelf, but in civility would difmifs their' 
« fociety. 

" I do believe,' my dear hearts, upon fufficient 
" grounds, that (he was the kindeft wife in the 
'* world J and I do think from my foul that (he 
** loved me ten times more than herfelf. Of this 
** I will give you a notable inftance: Some 
** days before it pleafed God to vifit my houfe, 
** (he perceived a green matter to come from the 
*^ ifTuc in my leg (which (he fancied to be a 
** fymptom of the raging diflemper amongft us), 
'< and that it had got vent, and that I was pdft the 
«• maturity of the difeafe, whereat (he rejoiced 

vol; II. D << ex- 



** exceedingly* Now I will give jrou my thoMgbtt 
*^ of this bufinefs: I tlvnic that (be yn» itAiftfiken 
•^ in her appr^hcJnfions of the matter^ fpir certainly 
^' it waS) th^ fake that niade it look (o green } 
*f yet her rejoicing on that account was a ftrong 
** teftiniony of her love to me j (qt I am dear 
'< that ibe Cared not (if I were fafe) thougti her 
*^ owj[t dear ftlf was in ever fo much pain anci 
*^ jeopardy. Farther I can aiTure yovi> my fwcet 
<^ babes, that her love U> you was Httlp inferior 
" Ko her's to me; for why (hould (be te fo 
*< defirous for my living in this world of (orrowSf 
•* but th^at yoM might have the comfort of my 
^^ |ife« You little imagine with what delight (he 
^f was wpnt to u\k of you both, and the pains that- 
^^ (be took when you fucked on her bre^^fts is 
" almoft incredible. She gave a large t^itnony 
*< of her love to you upon her death-bed* For, 
^* fome hours before jQie died, I brought her 
^^ ^me cord)i^s, which (be plainly told, me flie- 
^^ was not able to take. I defired her to take 
*^ them for your dear fekes. Upon the mention 
^< of your dear names (he lifted up herfelf^ and 
*^ ^ok them, which was to let mfi utigderftand 
^^ that (whilft (be had any ftrength left) (be woitld- 
^< embrace any opportunity (be h^d of teflifyi|)g 
^^ bei^ "^.fiedion to you. 
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Now 



^* KoMir t will give you an atcount of her 
^* ifeath*"— It ii ceitain that (he had a fad con* 
^< fumptioti upon her^ and her body wai then much 
V wafted and conAimedi however) we being 
*< farrounded with infe£ted fitmilieii (he un- 
^ doubtedly got the diftemper from them. Her 
*' boiily ftrength being much impaired) fhe 
*^ wanted not to (Iruggle with the difcafei which 
^ made her illnefi fo very (bore, all which time 
*^ (he (hewed much forrow for the errors of her 
^^ (bul, and ofeen cried out) One drop of my 
<* Saviour's blood to fave my (bull At the be* 
** gimiing of her riclcne(t (he intreated me not 
** to come near her) for fear that I (hould receive 
*< harm thereby \ but I can aflfure you thlit I did 
<< not defcrt her, but (thank God) I ftood to my 
** reflation nm to be from her in all her ficknefsi 
<^ who had been fo tender a nurfe to me in her 
«< health. Bleflud be God> that he enabled me to 
*^ be fo helpful to her in her ikknefs, for which 
^* (he was not a little thankful. No worldly 
^' bufinefs in her fickneft was any difturbance to 
^^ her) (i)r (he minded nothing but the making 
^ her calling and eledion fure i and flie afked for* 
f< givei)efs of her nvaid for giving her fometifnes 
^^ an angry word. I gave her (everal fweating 
^^ antidotcS) which had no kiiid of operatio^) but 

o a *^ rather 
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*< rather fcaMed and inflamed her more; whefev 
** upon her dear head became diftempered, wfaicM 
'^ put her upon impertinences, and indeed I wa!^ 
*,* troubled thereat; for I propounded feveral 
*^ queftions in divinity to her; as— By whom, 
*^ and on what account, (he expend falvationi^ 
^^ and. What aflurance flie had of the certainty 
«' thereof? Though in other tilings Ihe talked 
^^ at random, yet at the fame time to fuch quef^ 
'^ tions as thefe (he gave me as good an smfwer as 
*^ I could poffibly deAre or expe6t ; and at thefts 
^* times I bid her repeat after me certain prayers 
^^ and ejaculations, which (he always did with 
^' much devotion, which was no little comfort and> 
<< admiration to me, that God (hould be fo good 
•* and gracious to her. 

** A little before her dear foul departed, I wais 
** gone to bed; (he fent for me to pray with 
•* her: I got up and went to her, and afked her 
^^ how (he did. Her anfwer was, that (he wa^ 
*^ but looking when the good (hould come, and 
*< thereupon we went to prayers. 

*^ She had her anfwers in the Common-Pra)rcr- 
** Book as perfeft as if (he had been in perfed 
<* health, and an Amen to every pathetic ex- 
*^ pre(non. When we had ended our prayers 
«« for the VifitatioB of the Sick, wc made ufc of 

<< tbofe 
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^ thofc prayers which are in the book called 
*< The Whole Duty of Man ; and when I heard 
<* her fay nothing, I urged her, and faid, My dear, 
'< doft thou mind?— -Yes, was the laft worfl 
** which (he fpoke. I queftion not, my dear 
<^ hearts, but that the reading of thefe lines will 
« caufe many fait tears to fpring from your eyes. 
<< Yet this may be fome comfort to you, to think 
^ (as I conclude) your dear mother a glorious 
^^ Saint in Heaven. 

<* I could have told you of many more of your 
^ dear mother's excellent virtues, but I hope that 
** you will not in the leaft queftion my teftimony, 
*< if in a few words I tell you that (he was pious 
** and upright in her converfation. 

** Now to that God who beftowed thefe graces 
^ on her, be afcribed all honour, glory, and do* 
*^ minion, the juft tribute of all created Beings, 
<* for evermore. — Amen, 

•* William Mompesson/' 
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LETTER il. 

TO SIR GEOROB 8AVILLE> BARONBT*. 

Eyam, Sept. i, i6€6» 
<' HONOURED AND DEAR flR» 

*• THIS 18 the faddeft news that ever tny pen? 
•* could write ! The Dcftroying Angel havings 
^< talcen up his quarters within my habitation, my 
** dearcft Dear is gone to her eternal reft> and i& 
** invefted with a crown of righteoufnefs^ having, 
" made a happy end. 

** Indeed, had Oie loved hcrfelf as well as me,. 
** (he had fled from the pit of deftruflion with 
** her fweet babes, and might have prolonged her 
<' days, but that (he was refolved to die a martyr 
•* to my intereft. My drooping fpirits are much 
" refreftied with her joys, which I think are un- 
•* tsttersble, 

<* Sir, this paper is to bid you a hearty farewell 

'' for ever, and to bring you my humble thanks 

<< for all your noble favours (and I hope that you 

*' will believe a dying man). I have as much 

•* love as honour for you, and I will bend my 

♦ Patron of the Living of Eyam. 

" feeble 



DISTINGU|SI1£JD PEItSOKS. 39 

**. feeble knees to the God of Heaven, that you, 
•* my dear Lady, and your childreji, 9nd thejr 
'* childi en, may be blcft with external find eternal 
^^ happinefs> and that the ian>e blef^ng inay fall 
^^ upon my Lady Sunderland and her relations. 

" Dear Sir^ let your dying Chaplain recommend 
" this truth to you and yoi^r family, that nobap^ 
^' pinefs nor folid comfort can be found in this vale 
" of tears like living a pious life j and pray, levtr 
" retaip this rule, Never to do ^ything upon 
^^ whigh Yoq dare not firfl a(l^ the ble^ii^ of Qffi 
" upon the fuccefs thereof. ] 

^V Sir, I have made bold in my will with yo^r 
f* name for an executor, and I hope that you will 
^^ not. take jt ill. 1 have joined twa others with 
^* you, that wi)l (ajce from' you the trouble. 
*^ Your favfHirable f^fpef^ wi)l| I IcnoWi be a 
'^ great cptnfort to my diftre^ed orphat^^ i am 
*^ not defirous that they iTiay be grea^t^ but good ; 
'< and my next re^ueft is, that.ti^y ipay be 
*< brought Mp in the fear and ^dmoniti9f9b p)' the 
*• Lord. 

^^ Sir, I th^rrk God I fktn ^ortte^iti fo (ha]$:e 
<* bands with all the world, and baye many com* 
^* fortableafTM ranees that pod )¥ilLaccept me i|pon 
^< the account of his Son \ and I find God more 
« good than ever I thought or imagined, and I 

D 4 " wifh 
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•* wifli from my foul, that his goodnefs were not 
*« fo much abufed and contemned. 

^' I defire, Sir, that you will be pleafedto make 
•^< choice of an humble pious man to fucceed me 
*< in my parfonage ; and could I fee your fece be- 
^ fore my departure from hence, I would inform 
*' you which way I think he may live comfortably 
*^ amongft his people, which would be fome fatif- 
f* faSion to me before 1 die. 

** Dear Sir, I beg your prayers, and defire 
'** you to procure the prayers of all about you, 
^* that I may not be daunted by all the powers of 
^ Hell, and that I may have dying graces ^ that 
^ wh^n I come to die, I may be found in a dying 
*' pofture ; and with tears I beg, that when you 
*' are praying for fktherlefs in&nts, that you 
^* would then remember my two pretty babes, 

** Sir, pardon the rude ftyle of this paper, 
•< and if my head be difcompofed, you cannot won- 
" der at me. However, be pleafed to believe that 
«< I am, 

" Dear Sir, 
*^ Your moft obliged, moft afFeftionate, 
^' and grateful fervant, 

** William Mompessqn." 
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LETTER IlL 

TO JOHN BEILBY, ESC^ OF . IN YORK- 

SHIRE. 

£y am , November «0| 1 65f • 
" DEAR SIR, 

« I SUPPOSE this letter will feem to you no 
*' lefs than a miracle, that my habitatioQ is 
** inUr vivos. I was loth to affright you with a 
*' letter from my hands, therefore I made bold witU 
** a friend to tranfcribethefe lines. 
\ *' 1 know that you are fenfible of my condition9 
" the lofs of the kindeft wife in the world (whofc 
" life was truly imitable, and her end moftcom- 
*' fortable). She was in an excellent pofture 
*' when Death came with his fummons, which 
** fills me with many comfortable aflurances 
*' that flie is now invefted with a crown of 
** righteoufnefs. 

•^ I find this maxim verified by too fad cxpe- 
** rience : Bonum magis carendo quam frutnin 
** cemitur *. Had I been fo thankful as my con- 

♦ " Good is more perceivable to the privation than in 
•• the enjoyment.*' 

*♦ dition 
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•* (liilon did defcrve, I mfght yet h^re bad my 
•* dcareft Dear in my bofom. But now farewell 
^' at) happy dbys» and God grant tl|at I may repent 
^ my fad ingratitude ! 

♦* The cortdirton of tBw place has been fo 6d> 
♦* that I pcrfuade mjfdf k did exceed all hiftory 
*• and example. I may truly f^y that our town 
•• tias -become ^ Golgotha, the place of a fcuf} ; 
•• and had there nfjt been s^ fmall remnant of us 
^^ iefr, we had been as Sodom^ and like unto 
** Gomorrah. My cars neyer heaird fuch dokful 
•* lamentations — my nofe never fmelled fuch 
•«• horrid fmeUs* and my eyes never beheld fuch 
•' ghaftly fpeftacles f Here haYC been feyenty- 
*^ fix families vifited witliin my parifh, out of 
'** whkh two hundred and 6fty- nine per jfbns died! 

*• Now (blcfled be God) «iU our fears alt^ 
** ever, for none have died of the iiife6lion finfre 
*' the eleventh of 0«Stober, and alJ the peft-hou(es 

• 

*♦ have been long empty* I in^d(God willing-) 
*^ tr> fpetvd mod of this week in feeing all woollen 
*• i'loaths fumed and purified, as well for the? 
^^ fjtisfa£tioii as for the fafety of the country, 

^< Here hatb been ibch burning of goods, 
** that the like> I think, was never known«; 
•• and indeed in this 1 think that we have been too 
•• prccifc*. for my part, 1 have fcarce left my- 
'* felf upparcl to fliclter my body firom.the^ cold, 

'* and 
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^ and have wafted more than needed merely for 

•* example. 
'• As to my own part, I cannot fay that I had 
-** ever better health than during the time of the 
<< dreadful vifuation ; neither can I fay that I 
^^ have had any fymptoms of the difeafe. My 
•''* man had the diflemper, and upon the appear-^ 
** ance of a tumour I gaVe him feveral chemi^:aJ 
<^ antidotes, which had a very kind operation, 
" and, with the bleiEng of God, kept the venom 
*' from the heart, and after the rifing broke he 
** was very well. My maid hath continued in 
*' health, which is as great a temporal bleffing as 
^* could befall mc ; for if fhe had quailed *, I 
^^ fhould have been ill fct to have waflied, and to 
** have gotten my own provifions, 

*' I know that I have your prayers, and 
** queftion not but I have fared the better for 
** them. I do conclude that the prayers of good 
** people have rcfcued me from the jaws of death ; 
<* and certainly I had been in the duft, had not 
** Omni potency itfelf been conquered by fomc 
** holy violence. 

^* I have largely taded the goodnefs of the 
** Creator, and (blefled be his namej the grim 
^ looks of Death did never yet aftright me. I 

« Quailed (old Englilh), fell fick. 

** always 
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** always had a firm faith, that my dear babes 
** would do well, which made me willing to 
** (hake hands with the unkind froward world ; 
*' yet I hope that I (hall eftcem it a mercy, if I am 
** fruftratcd of the hopes 1 had of a tranfiation 
** to a better place, and (God grant) that with 
" patience I may wait for my chance, and that I 
" may make a right ufe of his mercies : as the one 
** hath been tart, fo the other hath been fweet 
** and comfortable. 

** I perceive by a letter from Mr. Newby, that 
" you concern yourfelf very much for my welfare. 
** I make no queftion but I have your unfeigned 
** love and affection. I can aflure you, that 
^ during all my troubles you have had a great deal 
•* of room in my thoughts, 

*' Be pleated, dear Sir, to accept of the pre- 
*» fentmentsof mykind refpqfts, and impart them 
*^ to your good wife, and all my dear relations, 
**• I can aflure you that a line ftom your han- 
•' will be welcome to 

•' Your forrowful and 
*• affcv^ionatc Nephew 

*• WlH-IAM MoiVl?ESSO 



JER 
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JEREMT TAYLOR, 

BISHOP OF DOWN. 

THIS pious and elcqucnt Prelate faid one day 
to a L^dy of his acquaintance, who had been very 
negleftful of the education of lier fon, *' Madam, 
** if you do not chufe to fill your boy's head with 
** fomething, believe me the Devil will *. The 
Bi(hopy from the fertility of his mind, and Che 
extent of his imagi nation, has been, not impro- 
perly, ftiled the Shakefpeare of our Divines. He 
feems no lefs intitled to the appellation of the 
Fletcher of that learned order, from the following 
elegant and tender fcntiments, which are ex« 
tradted from hisTermon on the Blcfledncfs of the 
Marriage Ring. 

** Marital love is a thing as pure as light, facred- 

« as a temple, Lifting as the world. That love 

** that can ceafe, as faid an Antient, was never 

•* true. Marital love contains in it all fwectnefs, all 

♦ The Spanifti proverb T.iys ftrongly, ** The Devil 
" tempts every man, but an idle roan ever tempts the 
" Devil." 

. » ** fociety^ 



4^' A?^ECDOTE9 dp SOME 

" fociety, all felicity, all prudence, artd all wrf- 
" dom. It is an union of all things excellent t 
^ it contains proportidn, fatisfadtion, reft, and 
*-• confidence. The eyss of a wife are tben^'* 
fays this elegant and learned writer, *• fair a§ the 
*^ light of Heaven; a man nlay then cafe his 
" cares, and lay down his * forrows ttpon hef 
" lap, and can retire home as to his fonftuary 
" and refectory, and his garden of fweetntefs and 
'* of chafte refreQiment." 

His comparifon between a married anda fingle 
life, in the fame fermon, is equally beautiful. 
Marriage,** fays the Bilhop, " was ordained 
by God himfelf, inftituted in Paradife, was the 
relief of natural neceflity, and the firft bleffing 
•* from the Lord : he gave to man, not a friend, 
** but a wife (that is, a friend and a wife too). 

* This paflfage reminds us of an anecdote that ii 
tcld of Peter the Great, Czar of liulfia. He was a man 
iif a moS favage and ferocious temper; and when he 
became angry his eyes fia(fa>£d fire, he foamed at the 
mouth, and his whole frame was convuifcd : yet no 
fi.oncr did his lovely Emprcfs Catharine appear, than he 
uftd to thr(>w himfelf at her feet, and lay his head in her 
tap. Under the prifTure of her foft and beautiful hands, 
the rh^obbing of hh" temples ceaftd, «nd \e immccTmtcPy 
^ itc riine calm, and c^naipofed, • * ' 

« It 
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*^ It is the feminary of the Church, and (3ailT^ 
•* brings forth fons and daughters unto God i it 
** was miniftercd to by angels, and Raphael waited 
<* upon a young man, that he might have a blcfled 
•' marriage, and that that marriage might repair 
*^ two fad families^ and blcfs all their relations- 
^ Marriage is the mother of the world, aiid 
^ preferves kingdoms, and fills cities, churches, 
*•; und Qven heaven itfelf. Celibacy, like the ily 
** in the heart of an apple, dwells in a perpetual 
^ f^y^etnefs; but fits alone, and is confined, ^nd 
^' 4*^ »» Angularity : but aiarriage, like tit« 
^^ ufeful bee, builds a houfe, and gathers fweetnds 
<* from every flower, and Jabours and unites tpto 
<< focieties ^tvl republics, and fends out cdoi^es^ 
^ and fiUs the world with delicacies, imd obe^i 
'* their King, keeps order, and exercifes omnjT 
^^ virtues, and promotes the intereft of mankind, 
^< and is that ilate of good things to which God 
*^ hath defigm^ the preCeot conftitution pf the 
^ world. Marriage bath in it the labour of lovc^ 
^^ and the delicacies of friendihip ; the hleffiagt 
^^ of fociety, and the union of hands and heartsu 
** It hath in it Jcfs of beauty, but more of fafcty 
^^ than a fingle life ; it is more merry and more 
" fad„ 19 fuller of )ays, and. fuller pf fgrrowr 
^^ ic Ue$ under more burthensi biU is fupp^cted 
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<^ by all the ftrength of love and charity, and dicfcf 
** burthens are delightful," 

Then fly the wild promifcuous embrace^ . 
And be the father of a virtuous race. 

With what exquifitely elegant imagery Dr.* 
Taylor defcribes the early quarrels between Man 
and Wife, ** which unlefs they are prevented by' 
*' good fenfe or good temper^ dre but too zpt 
" to blaft the felicity of that union ! Man and 
** wife,'* adds he," are equally concerned, to avoid alT 
*' offences of eachotherin the beginning- of their* 
•* converfation. Every little thing can blaft aft 
•* infant bloffom , and the breath of the fouth caii 
•• {hake the little rings of the vine ; but when by 
** age and confolidation theyftifFen into the hard- 
** nefs of a ftem, and* have, by the warm encK- 
** braces of the fun, and the kiffcs • of HeaVen, 
•* brought forth their clufters, they can endure 
^ the ftorms of the north, and the loud noifes of 
** the tempeft, and yet never be broken. So is 
•* the early union of an unforced marriage^ 
** watchful and obfervant, jealous and bufy, i^- 
. •* quifitive and careful, and apt to take alarni at 
«i every unkind word. For infirmities do not 
•* manifeft themfelves in the firfl: fcenes, but in 
^ the (ucceiEoii of a long fociety \ and it is not 

*^ choice 
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«< iJip^qp or weaknefs (when it.appears ;it firft}, 

*^' but it is want of love or pradence, or it will 

^ be fo expounded, and that which appears ill at 

<' firft ufuiilly 4ifFrights the unexperienced man or 

'' woman, who makes unequal conje(5lures, and 

•^ fancier niightjr forrows by the proportions of 

** the new and early unkindnefs.** 

jpr^in: the Sermons of no Divine whatever 
could -a |eIe£tion be made of brilliant and life* 
fuH pg^gef with greater fucceis than from thofe 
•f . ijiiis : karned and eloquent Prelate, as he i$ 
^ca6<)naUy ingenious and pedantic, luminous 
%ad obfcure, myftical and pious, fliblime and loWf 
eqdbracing fuch a v^iety of matter, and concen- 
trating Ji'ch a mafs of knowledge and of learning^ 
^at 4»vea die acute Biihop Warbuiton himfelf, 
wfao. ^a^ |io very contemptible idea of his owu 
VAderAandiog) niigbt well fay, *^ I can fathom the 
^ ilifiderftandings of mpft men, yet I am not 
V certain that I can always fathom the under* 
*; ftandingjof Jeremj*^Taylor." 

« -Dr. .Ruft, in his funeral (ermon upon the death 
of the Bifhop of Down, iays, ^^ that be was ripe 
♦* for the Univerfity long afore cuftom would allow 
** of his admittance; but by the time he was 
^* thirteen years of age he was entered of Caius 
^^Cril^e, and as foon as he was a graduate, be 
vox. II. B <* was 



^' was choren Fellow. He was a ihari \6Wi iitbre 
"he was of age^ and knew littfe thdre of the 



5* fie was Klafter of Art^ ne reihovecf tb Loiiiion* 
^^ and became public Le£tirrer in thd chiirch of 
^' St. Paul, where he preaclied to tH^ a^initibn 
*^ and aft'onifhment of ni^ auditory; ahd by his 
^ fforia and youthful be£uty^ and fwafet ahd 
'^ pleaiah't air, ahd ftitilime ahd raifed diicdurfe) 
*^ K^ made his hearers take him for fonie ybUi^ 
^' artgel newly defcended ftioih &e tcsAm) df 
^ glory. The fame of this new ftar, th^ oiitflidM 
^^ ^1 the reft of the fihnaimeht, quiclly dattie ttf 
^ the notice of the great Arc^bilhc^ of Catt- 
^ terbury, who would neids have hiih ttk'eiicn 
^^ before him^ which he performed hot left iomf 
" wonder than to his iatisiaAion. His difeburftf 
'^ wa^ beyond exprefiioh, and beyond imitadok&V 
'< yet tfie wife prelate t\ia&ifit biM too y6Uf%l^ 
't but the great youth humbly be^ed hik Grac4r 
** to paifidon that £uiit^ iuid pYomiicd if te lived 
« that be would ttetid it.'' 
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tite j^reculrfbr of Sir Ifaac N6>^ton in mat6^ttia!£c$, 
a' kreait fchoW, amd a mo^ aole Divine, was a 
moft violent Cavalier ; and oh Charles the Second's 
r&urn, rioditng being done for him, he wrote wis 
diftich : 

V 

Ei mtmofe^fit U rtJiiffe minus. 

O how my bread did ever burn 
To fee tny lawful King return f 
Teti whilft his hiip)>y fa^e I biefs, 
No one has felt its influence lefs» 

Mr* Williams^ in a Letter addrefled td Arch* 

biOiop Tillotfon^ which is prefixed to the Mia 

edtuon of Dn Barrow^s Works^ (ays, <^ His fiift 

** fcho(ding was at the Chartei^-houfe, London^ 

^^ for two or three years ; when his greateft 

^^ recreation was fuch fports as brought on fi^t« 

^* ing among the boys* In his after-time a very 

^ great courage remained, whereof many inftances 

^ might be fet down ; yet he had perfetSIy fub« 

^^ .l^ucd all inclination to quarrelling \ but a negli« 

** gecice of cloaths did always continue with him* 

^ For his book he minded it not) and his father had 

S & " little 
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" little hope of fuccefs in the profeflion of a 
«^ fcholar, to which he had defigned him. Nay, 
" there wae then fo little appearancex)f iliat com- 
^' fort which his father afterward received from 
<* hiip, . that he often folemnly wUhed, that if it 
** pleafed God to take away any of his children 
^^ Arom him, it might be his fon Ifaac. So vain a 
^^ thing is man's judgment, and our providenqe 
*^ unfit to guide our own afFairs !" . 

When Charles the Second made him Mafter of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, he faid he had 
given that dignity to the beft fcholar in the king- 
dom. 

His Biographer fays, <' For our Flays, he was an 
<< enemy to them, as a principal caufe of the 
<* debauchery of the times (the other caufes he 
<' tboidght to be the French education, and the ill 
** examples of great perfons). He was very free 
<^ in the ufe of tobacco, believing it did help ta 
*^ regulate his thinking." 

In his perfon he was very thin and finally but baJ 
a mind of fuch courage, that ^' one morning going 
** out of a friend's houfe, before a huge and fierce^ 
^ maftiff was chained up (as he ufed to be all the 
^ day), the dog fleW at him, and he had that 
** prefent courage to take him by the throat> anfd^ 
*^ after much ftruggling, bore him to the ground,' 
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^ and held him there till the people could rife and 
** part tliem, without any other hurt fhah the 
*' ftnining ~of his hanus, which he felt fome days 

r , ■ ■ •• ' ....*, .... 1 

.«.«■.••. . • ■ • '. ' ' 

'-. Charle$ the Second^ who was a man of. a- mcrft 
.t9(C^ent U9dei:flanding whenever he thought fit to 
exert itf : ufed to fay df ; Dr. Barrow,^ that he e)c- 
hauftfd evj^ry fghj^ which he trcaiCed^. jh-How 
wetH-founded this obfervation was, let tfae^f»Uov(^• 
ing qtiotation, cpntaihing a definition of Wit, 
xvince. It is talu^from his Sermon>>^ Againft 
.4« FodiiJiTalki6gand Jefting," , r . :. -:;■ - 

•• Wtt is indeed/* fays this great Diviilc, 
^ a thing (b veriktile and multiform, appearing in 
** fo many (hapes, fo many poftures^ Co many 
♦^ garbs, fo varioufly apprehended by feveral eye's 
*^ and judgments, that it feemeth no lefs hofd to 
^^ fetde a tlear and certain notion thereof dian tb 
^* make a portrait of Proteus, or to define tht 
^' figure of the fleeting air. Sometimes it lieth 
^ in pat allufion to a known ftory, or in feaf(»iable 
** application of a trivial faying, or in forging an 
<« appofite tale; fometimes it playeth on words 
^^ and phrafes, taking advantage from the amtii- 
•* guity of their fenfe, or the affinity of their 
^ found ; fometimes it is wrapped up in a drefs of 
^^ humorous expreffion ; fometimes it lurketh 

E 3 ** under 
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V i^ ,fi fly fm^fti.9n, in a fm^rt fi^iff^^ffi .a 

'* ningljr diverting or (martly retortiiig^aijt^^QC* 

^ tion;.rometimes it is couched in a bold fchefne 

'^ jof ipeech, in a tart crony or iha lufty^Hj^r* 

A* rbde^ in a ftartling n\0tapboF, in a plaufiUe 

"^ recdnc^iog of contradiiUohSi or in aoiito noTH 

vH ienfei fometimes a icenical rbprefefitaticfti cif 

^{Mribns or f&ings, a counterfeit ' fpeiechy a 

:<< inimical look ^r g^urct pafleth jinr it^ ibQi&* 

^^ iiines an afieded fimpkcky^ fomeluneff a pre^ 

^ fumptuous bluntQefi, gives it being'; ^foaMtknes 

}^ ^tiiifeth oiilyifrorn a lucky >hi^ting,MP9^ What is 

^* ,fesM>gfjfrnMtim^fr9«^a.crafty W40eftin^ob^ 

'.< matter ,to the {MirpoCb } oftep it cqnfiftffth in one 

^ km>»r$ .not what> and fpringqih up ooe can 

^ iwily tell bow. Its ways are unaccountable 

f^ aod ioexplicablCf b^ing anfwecable (o;the num^- 

^^ ibcrlqft rovings of ^cy and windings of lan^^ 

ff guage. Jt is» in fliort, a manner of fpeajking 

^* out of tbeiimpleand.pUin way.(fuch.as reason 

5* teachpth, and pcQvetb tj;ingsby^),.wiuch, by a 

^ pretty (u/prifuig uncouthnefs in conceit or 

f^ ^e^preifioii, doth ^C(^ and amufe the fancy, 

<f iftirifing in it Tome ^on^er, and .breeding ibme 

*' delight ilhereto. It r^eth admirationt asjGigni- 

^^ ^ing a nimble iagi^city^apprebenfionyafpecial 

" felicity, 
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<c 



fdiclty of invendon, a ycrackjr of fj^rit an2l 



<* fetch in reinote concetts aj^lidable, a notable 
^ (^ ^t Jic.cap dggroupy acconwi^ them 
^ to die purpofe before him, together wi& a lively 
** briiknefsofhumour, not apt tb damp diofelport- 
*^ Kilfialhes of imagination : whencejIn^rStoUe^ 
*^ foeli piftfens are csSSxA Einlk f im, dextrous' kHeA, 
*^ and Ki^ovei (itien offacile and ▼'erfatile maMfe]^ 
** wfaoca^ ealily turn ^emfelves to all things^ 6t 
« tinm ail things tothem^ves). Italfi>proeii>eA 
•* ddtght by giratifyin^ curiofity with its rautllef^ 
^ or fembbuice of ^imculty (as monfters, not'fd) 

* • If 

^ their beauty but for their rarity, as f^%^^^ 
<* tricks, not for their ufe but for their abftf'ufenef^ 
^ are behad with pleafiire), by (diverting the-mind 
^^ from Its road of ferious dioughts, by tnftilKrig 
^^ gaiety and airynels of fpirit, by provdcing f& 
<^ fuch difpofitions of (pint in way of emulati6h ik 
^^ complaifance, and by feafoning matters other* 
^* wife diftafteful or infipiii wi^ an unufual ahd 
*< thence grateful tang.^ ' ' * 

T¥f^y9w»?gjLetter tpljr, Jqhn^ajJctpft, on^ 
of the Grefham ProfelTors (and which is included 
in a feries of feveral other fragments of fome of«h« 
grrateft literary C|jaraaers of the.laft Century 

£4 jpuMifted 
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publiflied by a Grandfon of Dr. Mapletoft in the 
EuROFE AN Magazine), will furni(h the deader 

* ■ ■ « • 

with a fpecimen of Dr. Barrow*s epiflolary talents : 

DR. BARROW TO DR. MAFLETOFT. 
^< DEARS SIR, 

^' I DOE heartily bid you welcome bomet 
*' and receive your kind falutations moft thank* 
** fvily ; but your project concerning Mr. Davies 
^' I cannot admitt. Trinity College is, God be 
^< thanked, in peace (I wifh all Cbriftendome 
•• were fo well), and it is my duty, if I can, to 
** keep uproars thence. I do wi(h Mr. Davies 
<^ heartily well, and would doe him any good 
^* I could ; but this I conceive neither faifible nor 
•* fitting. We fhall difcourfe more of it when I 
** come. I have fcvcrcly admonifhed T. H. for 
^* hisclowniflipoltronryinnotdaringto encountre 
*^ the gentle Monfieur that faluted him from Blois. 
^ Pardon my grave avocations that I deferr fay« 
** ing more till I (ball be fo happy to fee you. In 
<' the meaue time (with my befi wiibes and 
^ fervices to you, your good Madam ComfortabL*, 
<^ the good DoAor, and all our friends) I am, 

** DeareSir, 
<« Your mofl: afFedionate friend, and obliged fervant, 

<* IS. BARROW.- 
Trin. Col. July iqi it*]^ 
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DR. SOUTH, 

one of the ableft and mod forcible Divihes cf the 
Englifh Church. His Sermons have great energy 
of thinking, and a nervoufnefs of language, tainted 
however now and then by a vulgar expreffion^ a 
ludicrous fimlle, and a play of words. Swift 
appears occafionally to have copied him ; and Dr« 
Johnfon always fuppofed, that Dr. Bentley bad him 
in his mind when he wrote his famous Seripoxs 
againft the Free-thinkers. Dr. South, in earljr 
life, went into Poland, as Chaplain to our AmboT- 
iador at that Court» and has publifiied a veij 
entertaining account of that country, and of its 
King, the great John Sobiefky, in a Letter. Dr« 
South was a man of great fpirit and vivaciQr of 
tnind; a moil decided Tory; and not many dajf 
before his death (which happened when he was 
turned of eighty), on being applied to for his votv 
for the Chancellorfhip of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
he cried out with great vehemence, ^'Handaol 
*' heart for the Earl of Arran !" 

South had a difpute with Dr. Sherlock on fooie 
fubje^l of Divinity. Sherlock accufed him cf 
making ufe of wit in .the controverQr« 'South» j« 

bii 
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his reply, obferved, that had it pleafed God to 
have made him (Dr. Sherlock) a Wit, he wiflieil 
to know what he would have done. 



VR. B u S B r. 

IT was the boaft of this great inftruAor of 
youdi, that at one time fixteen out of the whole 
bendi of Bifliops had been educated by hinu 
The unneceflary fevcrity with refpefl to di^^ 
pttne which 4ias in general been imputed to Oc* 
Bu(by, is fuppofed, like many other icandalous 
fiories, Xo have arifen from the prejudices and 
malignity or party. Several letters from the fqho-^ 
lars of Dr. Bu(by have been lately discovered, hff 
which ft appears that he was much beloved bjr 
them* Bufhy is faid to have allowed no notes to 
any (clafiical Author that was read at Weftminften 
The Jate Dr. Johi^.fon faid, that Buiby ufed to 
declare that his rod was his ficye, and that who* 
fver could not pafs through that was no boy for 
him. He early difcovered the genius of Dr. 
South, lurking perhaps under idlenefs and obfti* 
nacv. *^ I fee," Tiid he, '* great talents in thatfulky 
*' boy, and I ^hall endeavour to bring thepi put." 
'J'his indijcJ he effected, but by fneans of very 
treat fe verity. 
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DR. SYDENHAM. 

THIS great bbfervcr of Nature, ftill keeps hta 
wdl-eamed and long-acknowledged medical fam^ 
amidft the modem wildnefs of theory and Angu- 
larity of praftice. ** Opintonum commenta ieut 
** dies** fays Tully very beautifully, *« Natur^t 
^ judicia cdnjirmat** 

Sydenhaoi had a troop of horfe when Kine 
Charles the Firft had made a garrifon town of 
Oxford, and ftudied medicine by accidentally 
falling into the company of Dr. Coxe, an eipine^ij 
phyfician, who, 6n^ing him to be a man of great 
parts, recommended to him hisown'profeflion, an4 
gave hini direflions for his method of purfuing his 
fludies in that art. Thefe he purfued with fuch 
fuccefs, that in a few years afterwards he became 
the chief phyfician of the metropolis* 

Sir Richard Blackmore fays of him, *^ that he 
*^ built all his maxims and rules of pi:;|a3ice upoj^ 
*' repeated obfervations on the nature and proper- 
^* tics of difeafes, and on the power of remedies j^ 
^* that he compiled fo good a hlftory of diftemperS) 
^< and fo prevalent a method of cure, that he has 
^ adyai^ced the healing art more than Du Wallis^^ 

*« witi^ 



** with all his curious fpeculations and fanciful 
«* hypothefes." 

In the D^ipa^on of one of hi* Trcatifes to his 
frtend Dr. Mapletoft, Sydenham fays, " that the 
<^- oiedical art could iiot be learned to wciU ^ ^ 

V furelyi as by ufe and experience ; and that he who 
/^ ibould pay (he niceft and moil accurate attention 
/* to the (ymptoms of diftempers, would fucceed 
.•* heft in finding out the true means of cure/' 
He; fays afterwards, <' that it was no ihiaU fan£lion 
*' to his method that it was approved by Mr. Loclce, 

.** a common friend to them both» who had dili- 
^ gently confidered it; than whom,** adds he, 
*' whether I confider his genius, or the aicutends 

V and accuracy of his judgment, and his antient 
^ (that is the b.d) moials, I hardly think that I 
*^ can find any one fuperior. Certainly very (dvr 
** that are equal to hin^ **'* 

Sydenham had fqch gonf>4<^qe In ei^ercifc on 
horfeback, that in one of his medical Trcatifes 
he Ciys, '' that if any man were pofTefled of a 
^ remedy tliii; would do eaual fervice to th^Q 
** human Conflitutipn with riding gently oq 
•^- horfeback twice a-day, he would be in poffeiEoii 
^ of the Philolopher's Stone.'* 

♦ Mr. Locke appended a copy of Latin vcrfes to Dr# 
Sjdcfthaia"* •* Trcaiife upon Fevers.** 

The 
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The very ^xtraQrdinary cafe tnentione.d by this 
great Phyfician, of the cure of a moft iiiVcterace 
diarrhoea, in a learned Prciate, bj flow journisi 
on horfeback, was that of Seth Ward» the Bifliop 
of Sarurn, a great Mathematician, and one of the 
firft Members of the Royal Society. It is men- 
tioned in the Life of the Bifhop by Dr. Walter 
JPope. 

Sydenham died of the gout} and in the latter part 
of his life is defcrlbed as vifiied with that dreadfui 
diforder, and fitting near an open window, on the 
£round*floor of his houfe in St. James's fquare, re« 
fpiring the cool breei^e on a fummer's evening, and 
refieAing with a ferene countenance, and great 
complacency, on the alleviation to humail mifery 
that bis ikill in his art enabled him to give. 
Whilit this divine man was enjoying one of thefe 
delicious reveries, a thief took away from the table, 
near to which he was fitting, a filver tankard filled 
with his favourite beverage, fmall-beer in Which a 
fprig of rofemary had been tmmerfed, and ran ofF 
with it* Sydenham was too lame in his feet to 
ring his bell^ and too feeble in his voice to give the 
alarm after him. 

Sydenham has been accufed of difcouraging . 
fiudents in medicine from reading on their very 
complicated art. When Sir Richard filackmore > 
aflted what books he fiiould read on his profciCon. . 

• he" 
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he rfcplied, « Read Don Quixdte ; it li a Wrjr 
*^ good book— I read it ftill.** There might T>e 
nrnny reafdfts g?ven for this advice : at that tith^^ 
perhaps, the art of medicine was not approaching fti; 
nearly to a fcicnce as it is at prcfent He, perhaps, 
difcovered that Sir Richard had a^ fmall a genius 
for medicine as he had for po'etry ; and he very well 
knew, that in a profefEon which pcculiaily requires 
obfervatlori arid difcriminatidn, liooks alone cannot 
fupply what Nati^ has denied. 



SIR JOHN tJbOR, Knt. 

•WHEN Sir John went toVerfailles, to try thh 
efFefts of the Bark upon Lodis the Foaf-teenth's 
only fon, the Dauphin, who had been loilg ill of in 
intermitting fever, the phyficrans who vfrere iibout 
the Prince did not chufe to permit him to prefcribe 
to their Royal Patient till they had aflced hrm fohie 
mfedical queftions : aniongft others, thfry dcfired 
hitn to define what ah intermitting fever was* 
He replied, ** Gentlemen, it is a difeafe which I 
•* can cure, and which you cannot.'* 

Louis, however, employed him to prefcribe 
fok his (otiy lii^hich he did with the ufual fucceis 
attetxdant dpon ^i be^en-defcehded di-ug vt^hich 

he 



Ke admiriiftef^: Thcfiark WaS caMea for a Itog 

time afterward§^ at Pari§ arid at Ver&illes^ the 

« Englifli Remedy;" and La Fontalrtc Hlmfelf^ 

Hiiich out of his comiiion method 6f writing, has 

written a Poem, addreifed to Msiidame de Bouillon, 

one of Cardinal Mazarine's liieces, entitled *« Le 

" ^uinifuina.^* It eomitiemol^tes her recovery 

from a fever by the ufe of the Bark, then called by 

that name. 



JOHN LOCKE. 

THIS great philofopher is buried in the church- 
yard bf a finkll village in Eflex, called Oates. 
The iiifcriptidh on his tomb-ftone that is ap- 
pended to the fide of the church, is nearly ob • 
Uterated. An lirn has been lately ereded to. his 
memory in the gardens of Mrs. More's very elegant 
cottage near Wrington, in Somerfetfhire^ with 
diis infcription : 

« This Urn, 

** lacred to the memory 

*^ of JOHN LOCKEj 

<* a native of this village, . 

^ was {nrefented to Mrs. Hanna^i More 

*« by Mrs. Montague/* 

It 
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It !s much to be wt(bed that the griatitude of a* 
lady to her indrudlor (hould be imitated upon a. 
larger fcale by a great nation, whofe envied fyftenk 
of government he analyfed with the fame ac* 
curacy and Cigactty with which be unravelled the 
intricacies of the human intelledt, and that it 
fiiould honour his memory with a magnificent 
memorial in one of its public repofitorics of ths 
illuftrious dead. 

Mr. Locke's celebrated " Treat! fe on the 
** Reafonablencfe of Chriftianity" is well known. 
It is, perhaps, known only to few that he wrotfe 
ibme letters to his pupil Lord Shaftelbury on the 
Evidences of Chriftianity. They are ftill in 
MS. Two gentlemen, who had perufed thefn, 
declared that they were written in fo aSe&ing a 
manner, and with fuch an earned defire to ihtereft 
the young Nobleman for whofe fake they were 
written, that' they could not refrain from tears 
whilfl they were reading them. 

Mr. Locke, in that fmall but excellent treatife of 
his " On the Condudl of the Underftanding," 
chapter * Fundamental Verities,' fays, " Our 
*^ Saviour's great rule, that, we (hould love our 
^^ neighbour as ourfelves, is fuch a fundamental 
^^ truth for the regulating human fociety, that 
^* by that alone one mighty without difficulty, 

*♦ determine 
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^ determine all the cafes aiid doubts in focial 
** morality.'^ 

Mr, Locke, in one of his Letters, f|7caking of 
the advantages oFconvcrfation, fayS| ** I'hcrc arc 
'** fcarcely anytsvo men that have pcrfeftly the 
** fame views of the fame thing, till they come 
•* with attention^ and perhaps mvitual afliflancc, 
*^ to examine It^ a confidcration that makes con* 
** verfallgn witb the living a thing much more 
*^ defirablc than confuhing the dead, would the 
^ living but be inquifuivg after ,truth, apply their 
** thoughts with attention to the gaining of it, 
^ and be indifferent where it was /ouiAd, fo ,they 
** couKJ but find it.*' 

Jn a letter of Mr, f .ocke'i, ijiot generally kno^yn# 
sutdreffed to Mr. Bold, who in a letter to him had 
complained that he had lod many ideas by their 
flipping OMt of his mind, he te)l^ the latter, ^rj[ 
*^ have had fad experience of that myfclf; but 
** for that Lord Bucon has provided a fure remedy^ 
** For, as I remember, he advifcs fomewI\ere 
*' never to go v^ithout pen and ink, or fomcthing, 
*^ to write down all thoughts of mooient thai: 
** come into the mind. I mufl own 1 have oftei^ 
^ pmijtted it, and have often repented of it. The 
^^ thoughts that come un(bugbt, and (a$ it v/ere) 
*^ drop into the mind, are commonly the mofl 

vot. II. r *^ valuable 
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<^ valuable of any we have, and therefore (hould^ 

*' be fecurcd, becaufc they feldom return again.— 

** You fay alfo, that you lofe many things becaufe 

•* your thoughts are not ftcady and ftrong enough 

♦* to purfue them to a juft iflue. Give me leave 

" to think, that herein you miftakc yourfelf and 

" your own abilities. Write down yoqr thought^ 

*^ upon any fubje6l| as far as you have purl'ue4 

♦* them, and ^hen go on again fome other timc^ 

^^ when you find your mine} difpofcd to do it, and 

^< fo till you have carried them as far as you can^ 

<' and you will be convinced, that if you have 

^^ loft ^ny, it has not been for want of ftrpngthi 

^^ of mind to bring them to an ifl^ue, but for 

•* want of memory to retain a long train of 

*^ reafonings, which the mind having once beat 

^* out, is loth to be at the pains to go over again i 

^ and fo your conne£lion and train having ftopped 

^* the memory, the purfuit flops, and the reafun«« 

'^ ing is neglected before it comes to U^e )af^ 

w conclufipn," 
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LORD CHANCELLOR 
SHAFTESBURT 

was a man of fuch talents and fagacity, that at 
twenty years of age he carried a propofal of his 
own for fettling the differences between the King 
(Charles I.) and his Parliament to his Majefty^ 
IR^o told bioi) that he was a very young man for 
fuch an undertaldng. ** Sir,** faid he, " that will 
^ not be the worfe for your affiurs, provided I do 
** the bufinefs.*' It met, however, with no fUe- 
pefs; nor would, perhaps^ s^ propofal made by 
Ibfachiavel himfelf have fucceeded better, when th^ 
-fivo^^R^as once drawn. 

In the reign of Charles IL after havihg fiUed 
ibme great o^ces, be was appointed (p that very 
(dignified and iUuflrious one of Lord Chancellor, 
Aough he had never ftudi^ the law, and had 
never been called to the Bar. On that account be 
ufed to prefide in the Court of Chaiicery inabrown 
£llc inftead of a black filk gown. Dryden himfelf 
praifes his pondu^l whSft he admintfter^ ^is greaf 
office, faying of him, 

Yef £aA« de(erv*d ira cBcAf P9»fru4ge, 

' The ftatefman we abkor| |>ut praife the ju4ge. 
In Ifraers courts qe'er fat an Abethdin 
Wiih morrc difcerniug eyes, or hands more ^leail $ 
tJfibrfb'd, Qfffoi^glit, the wrettTken i6 reifrefs, 
S«?if^ of difpa^^b, and eafy of accefs, 

F 2 ' Yet 
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Yet in another place he calls hjm, 

For clofe defigns and erooked counfels fit, 
Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wit ; 
Reftljefs, unfix'd in principles and place^ 
In power unpleasM, impatient of difgrace ; 
A fiery foul, which, working out its way. 
Fretted the pigmy body to decay, 
^nd o'er*inform'd (he tenement of clay. 

4^aiom and Acbitopbe^^ 

Lord Shafcefbury was, perhaps, one of the 
ableft debaters that ever fat in parliament ; no 
one ' underftood how to lead and to manage a 
queftion better than himfelf. Mr. Locke, who 
was an intimate friend of Lcrd Shaftefbury^s, thus 
defci'ibes him ; 

** I never knew any one penetrate fo quick into 
** men's breafts, and from a fmall opening furvey 
** that dark cabinet, as he would. He would 
** underftand nien*s true errand as foon as they ha[d 
*• opened their mouths, and begun their ftory, m 
** appearance, to another purpofe. Sir Richard 
^< Onflow," fays Mr. Locke^ " and Lord 
« Shaftefbury were invited by Sir J. D. to dine 
** with him at Chelfea, and were defired to come 
*^ early, becaufe he bad an affair of concernment 
*' to communicate to them. They came at the 
^^ time, and being iat, he told ^en^, that he made 

^* choice 
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** choice of them both, from their known abilities 
" and particular friendfhip to him, for their advice 
** in a matter of the greatcft tnoment to him that 
** could be. He had (he faid) been a widower 
*' for many years, and began to want fomebody that 
•« might eafe him 6f the trouble of houfekeeping, 
** and take fome care of him under the groining 
*f infirmitiesof old age, and to that purpofehe had 
" pitched upon a woman very well known to him 
*• by the experience of many years— in fine, hi$ 
" houfe-keeper. Thefe gentlemen (who Were not 
*^ ftrangers to his family^ and knew the woman 
** very well, and were befides very great friends to 
*^ his Ton and daughter, grown up and both fit for 
^< marriage, to whom they thought this would be 
^< a very prejudicial match) were both in their 
^ minds oppofite to it, and to that purpofe Sir 
•* Richard Onflow began the difcourfe, whereini 
'* when he came to that part, he was entering upon 
^^ the defcription of the woman, an^ going to (bt 
^^ her out in her own colours, whtih were fuch as 
** could not have pleafed any mah in his wife.— 
** Lord Shaftelbury, feeing whither he was going, 
** to prevent any mifchief, begged leave to in- 
** terrupt him, by alTcing Sir Jw one queftion 
«* (which, in (hort, was this). Pray, Sir John, are 
** you not already married ? Sir J. after a little 
5* demur, anfwered, Yes, truly, my Lord, 1 was 

F 3 " married 



*< married the day before. Well theoy repliec}' 
^' Lord Shaftefbury^ there is no more netKl of our 
*^ advice ; pray lee us have the honour to fee my 
'^ Lady, and to wi(h her joy, and fo to dinner. Aa 
^^ they were returning to London in their coacb^ 
^ I am obliged to you, my I^ord Shaftefbury, ^ya* 
** Sir Richard, fox preventing my running into a' 
*^ difeourfe which could never have been forgiven 
^< me, if I had ^pake out what I was going to (ay : 
^< bt)t as for Sir J« he methtnks ought to cut your 
^< thfoat for your civil queftion. How could it 
^^ poffibly enter into your head to a(k a man, who 

V hf^i foiemnly invited us on purpofe to have our 
^ advice about a marriage he intended, had gravely 
*^ pti^^okd the woman to us, and fufFered us 
*^ fei ioMAy to enter into the debate, whether he 
*^ were alresidy married or not f I'he man and 
*^ the manner, replied Lord Shaftefbury, gave 

V me a fufpicion that, having done a fooli(h thing, 
*^ he was dcfirous to cover himfelf with the 
(^ authority of our advice. I thought it good to^ 
^.^ be fure before you went any farther^ and you 
^* fee what came of it.'* 

•* I (hall give," fays Mr. Locke, «< another 
^ inftance of his fagacity. Soon after the ReAo- 
^* ration of King Charles the Second, the £ar{ 
'^ of Southampton and he were dining together 
*^ at the Lord Chancellor's (Lord Clarendpn). 

♦* As 
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** As they were returning home, he faid to Lord 
•* Southampton, Yonder Mrs. Hyde (meaning 
** the Chancellor's daughter) is certainly married 
«* to one of the Royal Brothers. The EarJ, who 
** was a friend to the Chancellor, treated this as a 
** chimera, and afked Lord Shaftclbury how fo 
*^ wild a fancy could get into his head. Aflure 
*• yourfelf^ Sir, replied Lord Shafteftury, it is 
•* fo. A concealed refpe£V, however fuppreffed, 
*^ fhewed itfelf fo plainly in th^ looks, voice, and 
•* manner, wherewith her mfkhcr carved to her, 
** and offered her of every di(h, that it was im- 
^ poffibie but it muft be (o. Lord Southampton,^' 
adds Mr. Locke, ^^ who thought it a groundlefs 
*^ conceit then, was not long after convinced, by 
•* the Duke of York's owning her, that L(>rd 
** Shaftelbury was no bad gueiTer*" 

Mr. Locke was wonderfully ft ruck with Lord 
Shaftefbury's acutenefe upon every fubje^5lj and 
though he was not a man of much reading, yet 
nothing, in Mr* Locke's opinion^ could be more 
juft than the judgment he palTed upon the books 
v/hich fell into his hands. He prcfenily faw 
through ihe defign of a work j and, without much 
heeding the words (which he ran over with gteat 
rapidity), he immediately found whether the author 
was maiicrof his fubjeA, and whether hisreafonings 

F 4 were 
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were <xaft. But, above all, Mr. Tx>cke admirecf 
ia hrm that penetration, that prefcnce of mind, 
which prompted him with the beft expedients 
in the moft defperate cafes ; that noble boldnefs 
which appeared, in all his public difcourfeS) always 
guided by a folid ju igment, which, never allowing 
him to fay any thing that was improper, and regu- 
lating his leaft word, l&ft no hold to the vigilance 
of his enemies, 

LfOrdShaftefbury had ever been fuppofed to have 
affifted' Mr, Locke very much in his celebrated 
" Treatife upon Toleration," The outline of 
that great work was found fome years ago in Lord 
Shaftefbury's hand-writing,- 

Bifliop Burnet fuppofes him addtfted" to judicial 
aftrology. It \i2LS been faid, that his Lordfhip 
afFe£led to believe this folly when in company 
with the Biftiop, to prevent his endeavours to 
Wind out of him his political intentions. 

Lord Siiaftefbury was concerned in all the? 
political tranfaftions in the Reign of Charles the 
SecoiiJ, He advifed the King to (hut up the 
Treafiiry, and afterwards united himfelf to Oppo- 
fition againft the fchemes of the Court. The 
latter part of his life was fpent in plots and con«^ 
Ipiracies, and from fear of punilhment he q.u!tted^ 
the kingdom and retired to Holland. He died ith 

ejcile 
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fejcile at Amfterdam, in the fixty-fecond year of 
his age, a ftriking inftance of the little utility of 
great talents, either to the poflelTor of them or to 
the world in general, when they are not dircdled 
by juft and good principles. 

Lord Shafteftury was a complete inftance ot 
the truth of one of his own maxims, which was, 
•• that wifdom lay in the heart and not in the 
** head, and that it was not the want of know- 
*' ledge, but the perverfenefs of the will, that 
*' filled men's actions with folly, and their li^es 
*^ withdiforder/' 

According to Mr. Locke, Lord Shafteftury 
ufed to fay, comically enough, ** that there were 
*• in every one two men, the wife and the foolifh, 
^^ and that each of them muft be allowed his turn. 
• •• If you would have the wife, the grave,* and the 
^* ferious, always to rule and to have the fway, 
*• the fool -would put the wife man out of order, 
<^ and make him fit for nothing ; but he mufl! 
^^ have his times of being let ioofe to follow his 
^' fancies and play his gambols, if you would have 
«< your bufmcfs go on fmoothly.** 



GOtJRriLLE, 
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GOURVlLLEi 

ti'ho was in England in Charles Ae Secondly 
time, from the Court of France, fays, *' How 
•* happy a King of England may be, and hour 
'• powerful, if he will be content with being 
** the firft man of his people. If he attempts to 
*' be more than that, he is nothing^'' 

In his Memoirs he mentions a very curious 
ihftance of the intrigues of the Court of France' 
in England — of that Court which has b^cn fo re-« 
noWiied for its interference in ti^ intrigues anii* 
cabals of other Courts for this laft century: ** I» 
^^ London," tiys he, " I became, ocquaintitd wttli - 
the Duk^ pf Buckingham, who fi«cc that time 
addreiTcd him(^^ to me with refpi<^ to fomef 
•^ propofition^ that he had been making to tlie 
^^ King of France^ in r^ga^d t# hia intermeddling^ 
*f in fome cabals of the Englifh , Parliament.*-* 
*i Th4^(b (iropafitions were much approved of,' 
*^ and for a certain fpace of ttm& be received from 
*' me a great deal of money, that I gave him at 
*^ Paris, in two journies that he made thither 
** incognito**' 

JAMESy 
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^IltST DUKE O^ ORMOND. 

THIS illuftrious Nobleman^ according toCartr^ 
pcrmitced no feverity of weather or condition of 
health to ferve him as a reafon for not obfcrving 
that decorum of drefs, which he thought a point 
of refpcft to pcrfons or places. " In winter- 
** timct'* fays the Hiftorian> ** perfons ufed to 
** come to Charles the Setond's Court witli 
^ doubIe*breifted coats» a fort of undrefs : the 
^ Duke would never take advantage of that in* 
«« dulgence, but, let it be never fo cdd, he 
*< always came in his proper habit; and this was 
<^ indeed the more meritorious, and required the 
^ greater effort in his Grace, as his firft queftion 
^ in the morning ever was, which way the wind 
^* (at, and he called for his waiftcoat and dravrers 
^* accordingly* His drefs was always fuited to 
*^ the weather: for this end," add$ the Hinorian^ 
^ in our uncertain clime, he bad ten different 
^* forts of waidcoats and drawers, fatin, fiiic^ 
** plain and quilted cloth, ice" The Duke^ 
though a roan of great ^irit, was a moll ex- 
cellent and a moft (enfible politicise, takir.g 
mattery as he found thcn^, infQt€t RmnuUy ti n9^ 

in 
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in RcpulUca Platonis \ '* for though," according 
to Carte, " he dctefted making low court to an/ 
" of the King's (Charles theSecond^s) miftreffes, 
** yet he was not averfe to the keeping of mea- 
** fures with them, wheh it rh'ight be ufeful to the 
*^ public fervice, the great end by w^tch he 
•• lated his own coudud in public aiFairs.** 



SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN. 

f , 

THE following Extracts are taken from the 
Journal of this great Archite6t» which he ke^t 
when he went to Paris in 1665. 

/* An academy of palnteri, foulptors and. 
*^ archite£ts, with the chief artificers of the 
•^ Louvre, meet every firft and lad Saturday of 
*' the month. M, Colbert, Surintendant, 
•^ comes to the Louvre every Wednefday arrd 
** (if bufinefs prevents not) Thurfday. M. Charles 
•* introduced me to Bernini, who fhewed me 
•* his defigns for the Louvre, and of the k.ing'$ 
*• (Louis XIV.) ftatue *. The King's houfe^ I 

• Bernini's defign for the Louvre was not adopted; ic 
H engraved in one of Perelie's books of Views. Ber« 
mini made a bud, but no ftatue of Loui^ I believe. 

** could 
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*• coulJ not mifs. Fontainblcau has a ftately 
" wildncft and vaftncCs fuitablc to the dcfert k 
" ftands in. The antique mafs of the C'aAlc of 
** St, Germain's and the hanging gardens are 
^* delightfully furpri'zing (I mean to any man of 
** judgment), for thcplcafurcs below vanifh away 
** ill the breath that is Tpcnt in afcendjng. llie 
** palupe, or (if you pleafe) the Cabinet, of Ver- 
*^ failles called me twice to fee it ; the mixtures 
*^ of brick and ftone» blue tile and gold, made 
^^ it look like a rich livery \ not a nich in it but 
*^ is crowded with little curiofities of ornament* 
^* The woitien, as they have made thclanguage 
*^ and the fafhion, and meddle with poh'tics and 
** philofpphy, fo they fway alfj in Architcflurc* 
^^ Workk of filgrand and little trinkets arc in great 
^^ vogue, but building ought certaiiJy to have 
^* the attribute of * Internal, and therefore the 
^' only thing incapable of new faihions ." 

In 

* Many of the buildingi which have remiiinsd to tit 
from the Ancienti, arc univerfally allowed to be perfeft 
nuxiclu of the arc of Architecture. In fpice of tho 
rewtirdi oflTcred by Soverelgnii, and of that innuce defire of 
mtn to do fomeehing more and better than hii prede« 
ccfforfl have done, every attempt ro add another Order (jf 
Architecture to the Five long fince tranfmittcd to ui from 
the Grceki hai been vain and fruit UfK, and hat in general 
effedtcd nothing but a variation in the Corinthian Order. 

The 
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In the Library of All Souls Cdfegc^ in Oxfen}, 
there are feveral volumes of original drawings* of 

The art of builHing being an art oF which the con- 
liitucnt parts arc utility ind hea'ity, muft have fcx>n 
•rrirc«} at its point of perfc6i:ion. \Vc have little left t<^ 
do but to arrange and to compare. W|)at has the taf e 6f 
iaA'enting in A rchite^urc produced in onr times.' May* 
pf>]'.'5 inftcad of columns, capitals of no ordcri and adjunct 
and decorations fo whimfical, To minute, fo fplit into 
fmrvll parts and tortured into grotcfquc forms, that, a^ 
Lorri Bacon obferves of plots in gardens, " you may 
** fv(f dn good fi[;hts often in tarts." It ihonlt)) how- 
ever, be mentioned to the honour of the Archite£t of thkt 
grext national ornament Somerfct-Houfe^ that he haa 
jicycr depraved the art with any caprfcious innovation^ 
He ha^ ever made the Antients his naodels, and he haa 
not pretended to vary and to invent, where variation an4 
invention arc not only lupi.rfluous but toifchievous. He 
fcaf onW with great taftc slnd juHgmcirt fclef^ed and com- 
^unded what he has already foqnd p»rift6i> to his haiTtfs. 
His buildings are therefore always ^and» yetfimplei 
imt diftrafting the eye with broken lines, petty divifions, 
cr arbitrary and meretricious ornaments, but prcfervin^ 
^pilvKiyi thivt unity of deiign and that n)agie of eftft 
iwK4eh render them the bell comments on his own exocU 
knt Tnarvfc on the Art of Architecture. 

* Many of them arc interafting : the defign for the 
MtfyAc of St. Paul's Cathedral, with the hif h akar undar i^ 
cdfiopy, amongil fome oej^ers, defervtg co be engraved^ 
Tbt wesiihy and the kat^ned Society to which they be- 
|4»ng wiU fome day or other, with the liberality of OcntU- 

tn aikd of Scholars^ give them in that fofi«> td the publit^ 

this 
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Cbis great ArchiteA^ They were, I believe, pre* 
rented to the College by his Ton. The title of 
one of them is, ** Ddineationes Nova FabrUa 
^* TiJnpli Paulini juxta iertiam Propojittonem ft 
*• ix Sententla Regis CaroH Sccundi fub Private 
*• Sigillo expvijfa 14 Maiiy Ann. 1678." Sir 
Chriftopher appears to hare floated very much 
pn his dcfigns for St. Paul's Cathedral. One of 
them i^ very much like that of San Gallo for 
St. Peter's at Rome. In another, the dome is 
crowned with a pine-apple, and it is curious to 
obferve how tw^xy defign for the prefent beauti- 
ful dome excels the other. The favourite defign, 
J)0wever, of the great Architcihl hjmfelf was not 
taken. In one of his manufcript letters to a perfoa 
who was defirous to build fomc great work. Sir 
Chriilopher fays, ^^ A building of that confequence 
^ you goe about deferves good care in the defigne* 
^ and ^ble workmen to performe it( and chat ht 
** who takes the general management may have 4 
^* profpe6); of the whole, ^nd make a)l parts, out- 
^^ fide and infide, correfpond well together ; to this 
<^ end I have coniprifed the whole defign in flx 
^' figures." In another of his Letters, fpeaking 
of his progrefe in building St. Paul's, he fays^ 
*' I have received a confiderabl^ fum, which^ 
** though not proportionable to tbe greatneflfe of 
^' the work, is notwithilanding fu^cient to begin 

*« ihc 
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•* the fame ; and with all the materials and other 
" aj5jftan<ces which may probably b€ expefted, 
** win put the new quire in great forwardncfs." 

Sir Chriftopher ufed to tell his friends witli 
great pleafure, •* that whilft he was building St. 
" Paurs, he told one of the workmen to bring 
** hmi a piece of ftone for feme purpojfe or other. 
<* The workman brought him an old gravc-ftone, 
'* on which was infcribed Resurgam, and that 
** he accepted it as a lucky omen.'^ 

"When Sir Chriftopher built the chvrch of 
St, Dunftan^s in the Eafl, the nobleft monument of 
his geometrical fkill, he had moft certainly in his 
eye the High Church of Edinburgh, and St. 
Nicholas's Church at Newcaftle-upon-Tyne. His 
towers that adorn the front of Weftminfter Abbey 
were taken from thofe of Beverley Minfler in 
Yorkftiire. Sir Chriftopher intended ^ fpire for 
Ihe middle of the church, but gave it up, frortji 
apprehenfion that th^ fabric would not bear it. 

Sir Chriftopher was much impeded and har« 
raficd in his great work of St; Paul's by the care of 
expence in the Curators of it. He had defigned a 
very fine Baldaquino for the altar, like that of 
St, Peter's at Rome. Dr. Compton, Bifhop of 
London, had fent for the marWes for its compo- 
fition ; or rather, as the *' Parenialia** fays, the 
^ecimens were {hewn to the Architect by that 

Pre- 
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Prelate. Sir Chriftopher not approving of themt 
the defign was given up. He wi hed the cupola 
to have been painted in Mofaic, a kind of painting 
asdurable as the place itfelf. Stone was not allowed 
him to fill lip the piers of that wonder of archi« 
teflute the dome i rubble was given to him in ita 
ftcad : in corifequende of which there are fettlementB 
]n that part of the church. The prefent liberal 
Chapter of the Cathedral having admitted fculpture 
into it without feeis, in the monuments of Dn 
Johnfon arid Mr. Howard, it is to be hoped that 
the illuftHoiis Archite<9; of the fabric will partako 
of the honour of a ftatue in his own Church, and 
that .the Catbiedral of St. Paul will become th« 
Britifh Temple of Fame * The elFea of deco«^ 
ration on the interior of tliis churchy ai^j be ob» 

j 
^ W«fttnih(ler Abbey is indeed focroudod with MoaH- 

iocnti^ that the beauty of the exquifite proportions io thn 
elegant Gothic fabrick is quite deftroyed. The Monuments 
themfeWes have lio cffeSt, either fingly or taken togetheri 
and the whole appears rathci' like a Statuary's ihop, than 
a repofitory of diilinguifhed fepiilture. The late Sir 
j^fiiua Reynolds, looking no Icfs with the «)r« of aifeiftioo 
than ^^ith that of tafte, could find no proper place for the 
ftatue bf his illuftrious friend Dr. Johnfon amongft the 
Monuiiiints of the eminent dead that art buried la the 
Abbey. 

VOL. lu o ferved 
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fcrved by infpefting a Plate, publifhed f.>mQ yeJirif 
ago by Mr. Gwynnc, in which the dome ^nd the 
parts under it are fecn as ornamented according kq 
the intention of Sir Chridopher. To make the 
perfpeflive of the church appear with the greatefl^ 
{)tdurefque efFeft, the heavy and immenfe -organ 
that crofTes the entrance into the choir ihould be 
placed on otie fide, as is done at Winchefter, and 
painted glafs ibould be inferted into the £a(l win- 
dow, which atpfefent caftsrio"dim religious light/* 

In fhat enteftaining and inftru<Sive work the 

<* Parentalia*/' written by Mr. Jofeph Ames, 

Secretary to the Antiquarian Society, and 

publifhed by the Grandfort of Sir Chriftepher 

Wren, this extraordinary and ilrtking paiTage 

Otcurs; a pafiage to which credit ttitt Okily be 

^iven by thoTe who know how the Demon of 

Pblitics Irice that of Fate confodnds alFdiftinC* 

tions ; how it elevates blockheads, how it de-' 

preffes men of talents ; how it tears from the 

mouth of Genius, exhaufted with toil for the 

public good, and bending under a load of helplefs^ 

age, for which it has made no provifion, that 

** The Paremtalfa- not qnly contains an account of 
Sir Ghriftnphcr Wren's WorkI, but aJfo a very elaborate 
Differtation on Gothic Architecture, written by Sir 
Chridopher himftlf. 

bread 
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Dread which it beftows upon the idle and the felfUbi 
tipon thofe whofe life and death, as the acute 
Roman Hiftorian fays, are nearly the fame *• 

** Intheycjfr 171 8, the fourth year of the reigrt 
^* of George theFirft [credite Pofteri) SirChrifto- 
** pher Wi'en's patent for the office of Surveyor 
^ of the Royal Works was fuperfeded, in the 
^^ fourfcore and frxth year of his age, and after 
^* more than fifty years fpent in a continual 
^ adive and laborious fcrvice to the Crown 
*^ and Public. At that time his merits and 
*• labours were not remembered by fome. He 
^ then betook himfelf to a Country retirement, (ay- 
•*,ii>g only with the Stoic^ Nuncmejubet Fortuna 
<"< ixpeditiiis philofophari. In which recefs,fre6 from 
** worldly affairs, he paffed the greater partbf the 
^* five laft following years of his life in contempla« 
*^ tion and ftudits, and principally in the contem- 
^^ plation of the Holy Scriptures, chearful in foli- 
^< tuae, 'aiid as well pleafed io die iin the fKade as in 
<* the light f.'* 

« Part 

» ^forum *vitdm et moriem juxta ejfe eftimo* SaLLUST* 

+ The great Dr, Barrow, in aA oration at Orefliam 
College rpoken by kirn in the year 1662, in this ralpturous 
({rain of panegyric thus defcribes Sir Chriftoph^r Wren, 
thin a young man. '* Pra(cociorti neminem unqAiam 

9 z "^raffti- 
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** Part of his thoughts for the dtffcovery df CM 
** longitude at fea, a review of fomfe foniner trails iit 
** aftronomy and rtiathematicf^, had a Qiare in thb 
** employtttent of thdfe hours he cbuld fpare jfrdtn 
^^ meditation and refearches into holy writ daring bis ' 
*Mift retreat, when it appeared, that though titjid 
»* hid enfeebled his limbs {which was hts chief 
•< ailment)^ yet had it but little influence on thdl' 
** vigour dfhisiiilndjWhiehcohtinued witha vivacity 
•* rardy fduitd Jit that age, till within a few days of 
** hii (fiflblutioh ; and not till then could ceaffe the 
** continued aim of his whole life to be (in hte owrt ' 
"Words) bemfivus htttnam gerieri \ for hi$ gr^M ' 
" humanity appeared to the laft m benevblenceahd 
^^ cottiplat?ency, fr^ from morofenefs in behavi^ilif 
•^crt-afpeft,** 

ft 

iiicjacii 

c* CmrSTOPHORUS WRE^r, Squei. 

*' 5/ Monumentum quarli 

** Circumfpice^ 

is the infcription on the farcophagus that contain!* 

" prsAitifie fpes, ita nee maturiores quetnquam 
'* fru£tusprptuli0e, prodigium olim pueri, nunc miracu^. 
*^ ]um viri, immo daemonium honiinis, fiifHccrit meininiflTe 
** ingcniofilHmum & optimum Chriftophorum Wrcnnum." 

the 



Ibe remains cf this great Geometer zni eelebntc^ 
Archi^^ft This, however, (kould Imre h^cn ^ 
graven upon the ftone that is in the middle of |be 
pavecnent dircs^ly under the dome of St. Pfl^% 
tad not pluc^d Hk the vauk beneatk it^ 

Sir Chriftopher Wren was a man of final) 
Mature* When Charles the Second came tp fef 
|he huntiog-pa|ace he had built for him a| Nevv- 
market, he thought the rooms too low. ^It 
Cbriflopher walked about them^ and looking pp> 
rqJied, ^< Sir> ;Mid pleafe your Majefty, I thiqlp 
** they are high enough.'* The King f^uatted 
4owp to Sir Chri^lopher's height^ and preepipg 
fdx)uf in this whimfical plfture, cried^ ** ^ye» 
** Sir Chriftopher» I think they are hig^ 
f' enough/* 



DR. lURFET. 



IT has been faid, that this acute PhyHcian, 02^ 
t^ecoming blind, deftroycd himfelf by poifon. 
fhcrc i^s no foundation for thus calumniating the 
iremory of this great flonour to our Country. 

c 3 Pr, 
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Dr. Harvey died of the gout at the age of feventy* 
nine, and to the lad pofTefTed fach tranquillity 
and firmneis of mind, that not many hoiyrs before 
be a^d he felt his own pulfe, and made obfer- 
vations on the ftate of it, in order^ as his learned 
Biographer fays, ^' that he who whilft alive 
^^ and in health had taught to others the be- 
^^ ginnings of life, might himfelf) at his departing 
^f from it, become acc^uainted with the prdi^de^ 
" of death.'^ 

Dr. Harvey is buried In the church-yard of the 
obfcure village of Hempftead, in £({ex. In' the 
church there Is a monument crcSttd to him, with 
a long Latin infcrlptipn. It appears, by the fize 
of his coffin now remaining in the vault under 
the church, that he was a man of very ihort ftature. 
The portraits of him all agree in reprefenting him 
as a man of a very fagacious and penetrating coun- 
tenance, and of a body much extenuated by men- 
tal labour and fatigue. 



UMUEl^ 
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SAMUEL BUTLER. 

W fecms ftran^e that Charles the Second and 
his MiniO-er? (hould have taken no not^ice of But- 
ler, whofe writings have contributed more than 
-the efforts pf all the other Writers of that time 
to make the Puritans ridiculous. Wood fays, 
** that Lord Clarendon gave Mr. Butler reafon 
'* to h(>pe for places and emoluments of value and 
*• of ^rpdit, which, al^Sj he never faw/* 

Jn the ^* Atercur'w Puplifuf* for Nov. 20, 
1663, is this very fmgular advertifement ;. 
*^ Newly puibliihed, The Secoijd Part of Hudibriis, 
** by the Author of the Fornjer, which (ifpoi- 
** fible) has outdone the Firft. Sold by Johr^ 
«* Mertin and James Alleftry, at the IJell, St, 
#' Paul's Churcli-yard/' 



J . <■■ ( 



JOHN SELBEJi, 

THrS great Scholar, wbgn^ Grodu^ caljs tbf 
Glory of England, took for his motto, ** Liberty 
*^ above all thihgjj." This little word, which h^ 
ofcafionally afforded fo much good, and done fo 

G 4 much 
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much h^irm to mankind, Mr. Selden took, acGOFf 
ding to TuHy's definition of it, to be the power 
of doing that which the laws permit. For in that 
very entertaining book, " Selden's Table-Talk|'' 
a kind of Ana made from his converfations, he fays^ 
refpefting two great features of our eftablifhment in 
Church and State, article " Liturgy," " There is 
♦* no Church without a Liturgy, nor indeed cai> 
** there be conveniently, as there is no fchool 
•^ without a grammar. One fcholar. Indeed, may 
*^ be taught other wife, bi4t not a whole fchool, 
^* One or two that are pioufly difpofed, may ferve 
** themfelves ^heir own way, but not 4 whole 
*« Nation.'* 

In the Article " King" he fays, ** A King 

•^ is a thing w^ich Men have made for their 

^^ own fakeS) for quietnefs fake, juft as ih a 

f^ family one man \s appointed to buy the meat, 

** If pvery man &o|^ld buy what the other liked 

♦• not, or wjiat the pfher-had bought before, fo, 

^ there would be a confufion. But that charge 

f' being cpmfnitted to one, he, according to hi$ 

'< difcretion, plea&s alL If ^ey have not what 

'^ they would have one day, they (hall haye it the 

** next, or fometbing as good." 



WILUAM 
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IFILLIAM PRTNNE, 

OF the malignity and unfairnefs of Politician* 

^his learned man exhibits a fingular inilance« 

Prynne's ** Hijirioma/iix^ or Treatifc againft the 

^* A(5ling of Plays/' was licenfed by Archbifliop 

Abbot, In that book there is a very ftrong paflagc 

againft women adlors. Six weeks after the pub- 

lication of it, Henrietta-Maria, Queen of Charles 

the Firft, afted a part jn a Paftoral at Somerfct- 

Houfe. Archbilhop Laud, whom Prynne had 

angered by fome of his theological wi itings, the 

next day after the Qtycen had ii<Sled, fhewed hi^ 

book to the King) and dwelt more particularly 

upon that paflage of it in which women a61cr8, 

as he calls them, are iligmati^ed by a very 

opprobrious appellation, and, according to Whiter 

)ccke, told the King that Prynne bad purpofely 

written this book againft the Queen and her Paf** 

toraj. in confequence o( this information Prynne 

was puniihed with the mofl: lavage cruelty by the 

Court of Star-Chamber« On the Reftoradon of 

Charles the Second, to ctltA which be bad fliewn 

lb much zeal that even Monk bimielf advifed him 

to be more temperate, fome one alked die King 

ivhat ihould be done with Prynne to make 

Jiim quiet. ** Why," faid he, " let him amufc 

*< himfdf 



9p ANECDOTES or SOME 

**^ himfelf with writing againft the Catholics, and 
** in poring over the Records in the Tower.*' 
To enable him to do the latter, Charles made 
bim Keeper of the Records in the Tower, with 
a. fal^ry of five hundred pounds a-year. 

Prynne wafs, perhaps, one of the hardeft ftudents 
that ever exided. He read or wrote nearly the whole 
day, and that his (ladies might npt be interrupted 
by attending to regular meals, bread, cheefe, and 
ale> :^re placed upon a table before him, and to 
thefe he had recourfe as he found his fpiritft 
exhaufted by his mental labour. Marchainont 
Needham calls Prynne one of the gre^teft paper- 
worms that ever crept into ^ library. His Works, 
prefented by himfelf to the Library of Lincoln's- 
|nn, tp^lce forty volumes Ii> fplio and quarf >• 

Prpfne apperrs to have been a perfe<Sly honed 
man. He equally oppofed Charles, the Afnoy, and 
Cromwell, when he thought they were betrayers 
of the Country ; and after having accurately ob-* 
fervcd, and fenfibly felt, in bis own perfon, the 
violation of law occafioned by each of them, he 
gave his mod ftrenuous fupport to the legal and 
eftabli{bed Government of his country, efFedled 
by the Reftoration of Charles the Second to the 



Ci ov»n of thefe Kingdoms. 



JAMES. 
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JAMES THE SECOND 

^id to Mr. Clifton one day, *^ I do not know hovr 
^' it is» but I never knew a modeft nun make his 
** way at Court.** " Pleafeyour Majcfty, whoic 
^* f^iult is that ?** replied Mr. Clifton. 

James's feelings during the apprehcnfions of die 
Jaxiding of the Prince of Orange are thus defcribei} 
by a contemporary writer, M. Miflbn, who was 
^t that titpje in England. 

** Octobers, 1688. 
^^ James publifhcs a proclamation to remove all 
*^ teams of horfes and other beafts of burden 
^* twenty miles from the coafts.'* 

0£lober 22. 

<^ James calls an extraordinary Council , at which 
** were prefent fifty Peers of the kingdom, &c. 
*• and there he produces forty-one witneflcs to 
*> prove that the pretended Prince of Wales 
** is really ihc fon of the Qyeen. The fame 
'^ day the child is baptized, and called James* 
^* Francis-Edward, by the Pope's nuncio and 
^^ a BiQiop in partihus \ the one reprefenting 

*< the 
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t* the Pope, and the other the Moft Chrii!iai| 
•* Kiug/' 

«« Oaober 23, 
•• James the Second, being extremely reftJef^ 
•• and uncjtfy^ ordered a weather-cock to be 
•*• placed where he might fee it from his apartment, 
•• that he might learn by his own eyes whether 
^ the wi|id is Proteftant or Popilh ^. 

•* Oaober3r. 
*• I was prefent when James received letters 
• ^otn Newport, informing him, with extrava- 
•* gant exaggerations, of the difperiion of the 
^ Prince of Oran^ic's fleet. At his dinner he 
^ hid to M» Barillon, tlie French Ambafiador^ 
^ kuighing. At lad the wind h^s declared itfelf 
^ Popiib ; and (added he, refuming his feriotts 
^ air, and lowering hts voice,) you know that for 
^ thefe three d^ys I have caufed the Holy Sacra- 
*^ Boei^t to foe carried in proceflion*** 

King James, iipt long before he died, viiltec^ 
rive aufterc Convent of La Trappe \n Noirpaandy, 

♦ '* Thi^, faysMiflbn, trastbe way of talkiDg* both at 
f* Court ^nd in the City. The Esft wind wMcalted Pro- 
♦f tcftani, aod the Weft Popilh. The weathercock 1^ 
^ isfge, handfoonc, and high» is ftilito be fe^n, 17*9* ^^• 

f* i» ai oce end of the Baoqucii»g-Houfe.** 



^Kki^ on his taking leave of the Abbot faid tci 
hirt), 'f Reverend Father, I have been here ta 
•* perform a duty which I ought to have done long 
•• before. Yoa and your Mortk^ have taught me 
** how to die, and if God fpares my life^ I will 
•• return to take another leflbn.** 

Janres wfot6 a Diary of hts Life, which, to- 
gether with fonie oth^ very curious MSS. relating 
to the Hiftory of Great Britain j was in the Scotdi 
Coliegeat Paris. 



EDMUND fVALLER. 

Icing JAMES the Second took Mr, Waller 
one day into his clofet, and a(ked him how he liked 
one of the pictures in it. ** My eyes. Sir," faid 
V/aller, " are dim, and I do not know it.'* 
The Iting faid it was the Princefs of Orange. 
** She is," faid Waller, " like one of the greateft 
** Princefles in the world/' The King afked 
who (he Was, and was ahfwered, *' Queen Eliza- 
^ beth/' ** I wonder," faid the King, *« you 
** IhoUld think fo j but I muft confefs fhe had a 
<\ Wife Council." ^* And pfay, Sir," lliid Wal- 
ter, ** did you ever know a fool cHufe a wife 

Waller 
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Waller took notice to his friends of King Jaraet'rf 
condu£l, and faid, ^^ that he would be ieft'lik&jt 
•' whale upon the flrand." 

On his Ueath-bcd Waller told Dr. Birch, hiifon^ 
in-law, who attended him in bis lad iUne&, that he- 
** was once at Court when the Duke of Bucking- 
<^ ham fpoke profanely before King Charles the 
*^ Second, and that he told him. My Lord, I am 
*< a great deal older than your Grace, and have, 
*^ I believe, heard more arguments for atheifmr 
** than ever your Grace did. But I hatcf lived 
** long enough to fee that there is nothing inthemy 
** and I hope your Grace will." 

The followFng Original Lcttef front Waller to* 
ttotb'es appeared in The European Maoazi»k 
for January 1790. It appears t6'haVe beeiof w#it-i 
ten before the Reftoration. 



** SIR 



> 



** ON Sater Jay laft I wals att y Lodging 6y 
^* 9 a clocke in the morning (having ben by feme 
** urgent occafions prevented in iny irntention to 
*^ wayt on you the day before) but came a little 
^ too late to tell you what I hope you will ad-. 
•* mitt this to doc, That 1 ocfteeme y' Boeoke^ 
^* not only as a prefcnt of the beft kinde (pre- 
*' ferring w*** Soloman wifdome to any other 
^ treasure) but as tac bjfl of that kindc: Had 

*< I gone 
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** I^onc fas by this tymc I had done) to the 
•* grccnc dragone * to fetch it 1 could n6t hare 
•* written ex dono authorts upon it as a wittnes to 
** pofterity that I was not only in y' favor but in y' 
•* etteeme too (gifts being proportioned to the ufe 
** and inclination of the rcceaver) and diat w"* 
** bought would have been my chiefeft delight 
" only is now that and my honor too: (S') One 
** ihewed mee this morning D'. Lucy's Cen- 
** fure f upon your Leviathan ; He fubfcribes 
** himfelf in his Epiftle to the Reader WiHiaou 
•* Pike which (as bis freind tells me) is bccaufc 
*' his name in Latine is Lucius, wherein he con- 
** fefles what he is ofFended with you for obferv- 
** ing that a man muft have fomcthing of a Scollcr 
** to be a verier coxcomb than ordinary, for whut 
^^ Englifliman that had not dabbled in latine would 
** have changed fo good a name as Lucy for that 
^* of a (i(h ; befides it is ominous that he will prove 
^^ but a pike to a Leviathani a narrowe river fifh 
^^ to one which defcrves the whole ocean for his 

• WillUm Crookc, at the Green Dragon without 
Temple Bar, was publifhcr of moft of Mr, Hobbes's 
works, 

t Publilhcd firft in 1657, 4to. and afterwards in 1663. 
See Wood's A'hcn« Oxon. 596. Lacy was made Bifliop 
of Sc. David's at the Rcdor^tion. 

The- 
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** Theater » All that I obferved in the prdfuc^ ' 
" of this Ptckrill was that he fays y- doi^ine' 
*' takes us country gentlemen &c. : fure if wif- 
*^ dome comeS by leafure we may poflibly h^ M' 
^* good judges of Philofophy as country perfons^ 
^' arci all whofe tyme is fpent in f;»luting thofe 
*^ who come into the world att goffipings^ takeing* 
^^ leave of thofe that £oe otit of it att funeirals^ 
** and vexing thofe that ftay in it w»^ long-winded 
** haranges: For Waliis and his fellowc* yoU 
*' have handeled them fo well already that I. will 
^' fay nothing of them^ for if I {hould fa;^;^ I 
^' approve in you or finde ridiculous in yi»v Ad- 
** verferys I ihould requite your booke w** ano* 
<^ ther ; confident 1 am that all thay wHte \iM 
^^ never be read over once nor printed twifi^rfo 
" unlucky arc thay to provoake you^ . ' 

^^be reggefe ^ fe go*verna 

§!ualji go'verna &* rt^ge Vbuom che certd 

Con i pojleri ha^er pratica eterna ; 

Who in this age behave yourfelf and vvaike 
As one of whom pofttrity muft talli* ^ 

♦ Probably alluding to Hobbcs's ** Six LcdTons t© the 
^* Frofcflbrs of Mathematics of tht lDilituti(>n <>f Sir 
*« Htnry SaVilU" (viz* Wailisand Ward.) 4to. 1656* 

« with 



'* with well applyitij, and ill tranflating oF w*^* 
•• vcrfes 1 conclude the firft and come noti' 
*< to the fecond part of Mtrhat I fliouJd hzfb 
^^ troubled you with if I had found )rou in yo^t 
*' Lodging via: To charge you w^^ my oicft 
^* hmnble fervife to the nobk Lord^w^'* whom 
^< you are as alio W<^ my acknowledginent of thfe 
<^ kifi4e ineflage I lately receaved foom hie Ltf 
^* letting him knowe that becaufe I could Writ6 
<* nothing fafely w'^'hemigjht not find*^ in print, I 
« went t& your Lodging perpofely to haf 6 
^' troubled you with my conjoftures of what is lb 
'* to befall us in order to fatisfy hii Lo^ curiofitjr 
*< who honored me with his commands therein. 

** Here is much talke of change both of Coun- 
^' cllls and of Councillors and both is believed 
** but what or who will be next is very incertayn 
** and this incertenty proceeds not fo much from 
** fccrecy as from irrefolutioni fof fowling our- 
•* felves upon Providence (al formerly) many 
^* tilings have been debated but pfrbaps no •ne 
•* thing yet abfohitely intended. To me it feems 
•* that his Highnefs f (whofeejs a good way be* 
•• fore him) had layd fometime iincc a perfe^ 
** foundation of Government X oiean by the 

• The Earl of Deronlh^re. 
f Oliver Cromwell. 

VOL. 11. H ** Ma: 
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•• Ma : Gen^ reducing us to provences and ruKitg 
•* us by thofe provincials with the newe levied 
** army &c. but faylingof the good fucdefs bopecl 
'< for abroad and thefe arrears and want of money 
** att home may perhaps give occafion and op- 
•* portunity to fuch as are cnemys to a Settlement 
*' to retard and (hocke his defeins : The general! 
<« Voyfe att prefent goes for a felefted (not art 
** eleftcd) Pari*' and that we ihall very fhortljr 
** fee fomthing done there t in the mean tymede- 
** firing pardon for this txdious fcribling (as if 
** I were infefted w^ the flile of y' frends Lucy 
«« and Wallis) I reft 

*' Y' humble and obliged fervant 

« Waller// 



liMiMi 



LORD CHANCELLOR yEFPEklES, 

A LEARNED and ingenious Colleftor id 
Lcyndon has in his pofleflion the patent for creating 
this iiifolent and cruel Magiftrate Earl of Flint. 
Jefferies wiflied to have this title, not as corre- 

fponding 
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Ipondihg to his general charaAer, but z^ having an 
eftatc iti the County of Flint. Jcfferics early dlf- 
tinguifhed himfelf by his brutal treaitment of pri* 
foners, and of praftltioners of the law whom he 
didiked *. At the end of the «* Ninth Colleaion 
" gf reapers relative to the prefent Jun£lure of 
*' Affairs rn England,** Quarto, 1689, there is 
this Angular advertiferhent : <^ Lately publilhed/ 
*^ The trial of Mr. Papillon 5 by whith it is 
^* mainifeft that the then Lord Chief Juftice 
" ( Jeffcries) had neither learning, laW, nor goocf 
'^ manners, biit more impudence than ten carted 
^^ whores (as was faid of him by King Charles the 
*^ Second), in abufingall thofe worthy citizens who 
•* voted for Mr. Papillon and Mr. Dubois, calling; 
*^ them aparcelof fadlious^ pragmatical, fneahiMi 
** whoring, canting, fnivding, prick-eared, (/rop^* 
** eared, atheiftical fellows, rafcals and fcoundrels,' 
** as in page i^, arid other places of the faid Triat 
** may be feen. Sold by Michael Jarieway, andf 

♦ Ilis fcandaJous bchavidur to one attorney coft him- 
iery dcsfr. Thlti gentleman feeing him in a cellar, in the 
difj^uife of ^a Tailor's drefs, at Wapping (in which he wai 
attempting to quit the Jcingdoifn^; laid hold of him, and 
took him before the Lord Mayor, who was fo frightened 
on feeing his old acquaintance Jeffcries, who had moft 
violently bullied him, that he fell into a fit. 

ir 2 << moff 
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« moflBookfellers." Yet Jefferies, amldft all hiH 
cruelties, was a lover of buffoonery. Sir J# 
Rcrefty fays, that he once dined with Jefferics 
when he was Lord Chancellor, and that the Lord 
Mayor was a gueft,, withfome other Gentlemen : 
that Jefferies, according to cuftom, drank deep 
at dinner, and called for Mouotfort, one of his 
Gentlemen, who had been a comedian and an ex* 
cellent mimic; and that to divert the company,adds 
Sir John (as he was pleafed to term it) , he made him 
plead before, him in a feigned caufe, during which 
he aped all the great lawyers of the age in their 
tone of voice, and in their ai£^lon and geflure of 
body. 

When that exquiiite combination of fnuiical in« 
ftruments the prefent Temple organ was to be 
tried previous to its being fet up in the church in 
which it is now placed, JefFcries was the umpire 
between the merit of it and the organ now in the 
New Church at Wolverhampton ; and gave his 
judgment in favour of the firft. JcfFeries faid of 
himfelf, that he was not near fo fanguinary on 
the Weftern circuit, as his employer James the 
Sccoiul wi(bed him to have been. In that e>c« 
crable bufmefsy he exhibited a ftriking inftance 
of the powtr of virtue upon a mind the moil 
vicious and profligate. He bad no fooner retired 

to 
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iohis lodgings at Taunton, to prepare himfelf for 
the opening of his bloody commiffion, than he was 
called uponjby the Minifter* of the church of St. 
Mary Magdajen in that town, who in a very mild 
manner renjon ft rated with him upon the illegality 
and barbarity of the bufmefs upon which he w^as 
then going to proceed. JefFeries heard him with 
great calmnefs, and foon after he returned to Lon- 
don, fent for him, and prefented him to a {(all in 
the Cathedral of Briftol. JefFeries was committed 
to the Tower, on the flight of James the Second 
from England. He is faid to have died in that 
fortrefe of a difeafe occafioned by drinking brandy, 
^o lull and to hebetate the compupdions of a terrl- 
^ed conicience^ 

* This Clergy m<in, who thus nobly diftinguiih«d him- 
felf in the caufe of virtue and humanity, was Tutor to 
the Rev. Walter Harte, whoaddrefled to him, underlie 
title of Macarius, or the Blcifed, a copy of vejrfes iQ hi$ 
Mifcelianv called ** The Amaranth/' 
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CONGREVE. 

THIS fprightly Writer has been in genera) 
fuppofed to have written his Comedies without 
any reference to life or nature. The following 
tranfcript from a manufcript letter of Mr. Prydea 
to Mr. Walfti (Mr. Pope's friend)^ will fhcwhow 
ill this obfervation is founded : 

I t ' • • 

." Congreye'^ DoupU Dealer (fays hp) is much 
" cenfured by the greater part of the Tpwn, and 
,** is defended only by the beft judges, yi^h.o, you 
*' know, are commonly the feweft ; yet it gaitis 
f^ ground daily, and has already been a£led eight 
** times. The wpmen think he has expofed their 
** bitchery too much, and the gentlemen are of- 
" fended with him for the difcovery of their follies, 
" and the way of their intrigues under the notion 
y of friendfliip to their ladies' hufbands.*' 

Dr. Johnfon objefts to the plots of Congreve's 
Comedies, in fome of which the play terminates 
with a marriage in a maflc. This excellent and 
acute critic did not, perhaps, recoiled, that (ill 
the beginning of Queen Anne's reign women 
ufed to come to the theatres in a maik. This 

prafticc 
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praBice was forbidden ' by a proclamation of that 
Q[ieen, in the firft year of her reign. 

Mr. .Congreve, after having been at the cxpence 
of the education of the young reprefentative of^ 
his antici>t and illuftrious fartiiiy, left nearly the ' 
whole of his fortune to Henrietta Duchcfs of 
MarJbocough, 

An ElFay on the DifFerence between Wit an4 
Humour, in a Letter to Mr, Dennis the Critic 
from xMr. Congreve, is printed in the Bafkervillc 
edition of this comic writer's works. It is very 
Qiort, but very well done. 
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MR. DRrDE}f ', 

has been faid by fame perfons to have written hi| 
Tragi-comedies upon his own judgment of the 
excellence of that neutral drama. ' In a mariufcript 
letter of his^ however, he fays, <* I aixf afraid you 
** difcover not your own opinion concerning my 
" irregular way of Tragi-cbmedy {ormy Doppia 
« Favola). I will niver defend that prafllice, 7or '^ 
*' I know it diftrafls the hearers: but I know 

H 4 *^ withal 
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«« withal, that it has hitherto plea&d thench for the 
^ fake of variety, and for the particular ufta 
** which they have to LowComeSy." 

The fcene between Malecorn and Melanax, in 
Pryden's Tragedy of the Dufee of Guif©> appears 
to be taken from tj>e ftery of Canope, in ^ Hjfioirri 
^^ Tragiques et Ejirangef de Nofire T^mps far 
*■ J?^V* i2mo, ;620, 
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JiOBEUT NEISON, ES^ 

THIS learned and pipus Gentleman was pecu-> 
liarly fplendid in his iltc^ gnc{ appearance. He 
was not willing to render the pi'a6iice of piety 
more difficult than w^s neceflary ; and, to attra6l 
mankind to goodheft, fubmit(ed to embellifh the 
charms of virtue by the graces pf elegance ', think- 
ing perhaps with Virgil, 

Gratfor etfulcbfo vettieifs iff forbore 'pirius i 
Yitcuc m<*e plc»fiog in i> pleafing form* 

Pr. Jolinipn always foppoftd that Mr. Rjchard-. 
foA had Mr. Kelfpi) in his thoughts, when he 
delineate^ thp ch^a<Ser of Sir Charles Grapdifon. 

The 
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The following Letters of this very exemplary 
perfon to a friend of his, will flieW what early 
(entiments of wifdom and of virtue he entertained, 



LETTER L 

MR. ROBERT NELSON TO DR. MAPLETOFT* 

<< London, the ii Dec. 1679, 
*^ DEAR AND HONOURED SIR, 

^^ AS foon as I came to town, which was about 
'^ ten days ago, 1 made a drift enquiry concern- 
** ing your welfare, which I counted myfelf not 
'* a little concerned inf by reafon your many^ 
** favours and obligations, befides the juft value of 
•' your perfon, have engaged me to- a particular- 
** refpeft and eftcem for yourfelf, fo that myowii 
'^ happlnefs will be much increafed by any addition 
^^ to your fatisfadion. I was foon informed of 
<^ the alteration of your condition, and that yoi^ 
•* had made the grand experiment of human life, 
*^ which feldom admits of any mean, but carries 
<^ us to the utmoft boundaries of happinefs or 
^* mifery ; and being well fatisfied that yoar great 
** prudenpe woulc} fecure the former of the two 

** extremes 
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** extremes — for nullum numen aheji^ ft fit prur 
** defitia — I thought it no ways difagrceaWc to 
•• congratulate your prcfent enjoyment; nay,' 
*' friendftiip and aftcflion obliged me to exprefs 
** my juft refcntment, and be aflfured that the 
•' news of your great felicity under your prefent 
*• circumftanccs firjd? a welcome reception from 
f* no one more than from myfclf, the only rcafoa 
*' that foibids my regret for your abfencc here in 
** town, I heartily wi(h thofc ideas and notions 
** you framed of matrimony may be exceeded 
^ La the polFcflion, that propriety and enjoyment 
^ may whetten ihe edge of your afFedions, and 
** that no part of your happinefs may leave you 
*^ now it ceafes to be imaginary ; and though 
•* Thalcs, who was a v^fe man, would feem to 
** infinuatc as if marriage was never convenient 
•* for the wife; yet, as Alex, ab Alex, obfervcs 
** well, ** Uch hac ambage verbor, fopienti nurt" 
•* quant uxorem ducendam demonflrarei^ verurf 
**• ietm^'n qui hac fropenji judicio exphrare vuitf 
*' profediiy in eonjugiis mult a inveniet commoda ufui 
«^ vita neceffaria^ fine quibus vix httmini Japienti 
*^ ccrlibem vitam due ere expcdiat^ i^e. Nay all 
*' nations have honoured thofe that are married, 
" and punifhcd celibacy. Even the Utopians, 
** that feem to have the moft refined and ab- 

" ftraaed 
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** ftra£lcd notions of things, would have thofe that 
^* lived fingle puniflicd, as ufeleis in a Common- 
«* wealth. The creation of the world would be 
^^ to little purpofe without it, for humano generi 
•* immort&litatem tnhMlt\ and therefore indigni 
•* vivit p^r qutm 6 vivit it alter : nay, it is the 
•* opinion of forne, that it is impofnble to be favcd 
** without It. It would be endlefii to profecute all 
** the arguments, and enumerate all the authorities 
^* in its behalf; though I am fenGble there ha& a 
•* great deal been faid on the other fide ; however^ 
*• if it confifted with my intercft andconvcniency, 
*^ and the objefl gratified my inclinations, it is 
" not the rant and fatire of a Poet, or the decla- 
*5 mation of an Orator, that ftiould prevail fo far 
** as to make me fufpend the execution of that, 
** for which my motives were (o fpecious -and 
** plaufiblc : but for all my zeal I am ftill fmijurh 
*^ free as ever, and have yet no pro(pec5l of being 
*< otherwaies; and (I^ll alwaye^pray, that all the 
** advantages of your condition may center in 
*' )'our match ; that you may be long happy in 
** the embraces of an excellent wife, blefled with 
** a proiperous offspring, which may inherit your 
** virtues as well as eftate, and then all other in* 
** conveniences may be well difpenfcd with. As 
^' to news, what we now mod talk of, is the pro- 

*< rogation 
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♦* rogation of the Parliament till the nth ofHonf^ 
** with a proviib, that the King may call them 
" fooner if he ple^fes. It is their petitioning has 
^* enraged him, and he fwears by God they may 
*^ knock out his brains, but {hall never cut aS 
•* his head. For all this, they fay they wiU ftill 
*^ go on in getting fubfcripticms ; tb? confequonce 
^^ I am afraid may be bad. I c^not enlarge, be- 
•^ caufe Mrs. Firmin fends for my letter, and 
*^ lays it will be too late, if it does qot go prer 
♦* fentlvrf My hurobje fervice to your Lady, 
^< Mr. Dent, and my Lady Brograve and ali the 
f« gdod company, and be a^qred that I am 

*^ y opr oblige^ Humble fcrvant, 

♦' Robert Nelson." 

<* All your devout frctnds are much yotir 
•* lervants* 

" My mother prefents her humble fervice tq 
** jou and your Lady. • 

*' To my worthy ftetnd ihi muclh' 
^' honoured Dr,MA?LETOYT J att 
*^ Hamrjjflby^ in Harifordjhire** 



WTv 
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LETTER II. 

MR. ROBERT NELSON TO DR. MAPLETOFt. 

** London, zd January 1679. 
*< vrORTHV SIR, 

<* I AM vcr^y fcnfible that the true ground anJ 
** rcafon of moft of the difappointments many 
** nncn meet ^«fith in the grand tranfaftions of 
** their lives, proceeds not foe much fro-n the 
** nature of things themfelves, as from thofe ex- 
•* travagant conceptions they form of them ; and 
** that the chicfeft ingredient of their unhappinefs, 
*' is the falfe opinion they have entertained of 
•* fublunary enjoyments, whereby their expec- 
^ tations are raifcd to fo high a pitch, that as 
** 'tis not in the capacity of things to gratify, fo 
*• they were never defigned for that purpofej 
** which gave occafion to that noble laying of 
** Epiftetus, homines perturbantur non rebus^ fid 
•^ lis quas de rebus habent opinionibus * ; and to 
•* that of Seneca to the fame fenfc, fapius opiniom 
** quam re laboromus^. Now a wife man, that 

* Men are not difturbed by things themfelves, but \rf 
the opinions they entfertaiu of things. 

f The opinion of chc thing often gives us more troubler 
thaa the thing itfelf. 

** take» 
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«' takes a true eflim.tte of all thofe things whicfil 
•* make the greateft figure in the world, will 
" never promife hinifelf complete fatisfadion, be- 
*' caule iney are rfot the adequate f bje6ls of his 
*^ defires.- He krfowi fhat the beft ftate of thingi 
^* here has a great mixture, and he is the happy 
*' man whofe condition admits of the leaft incon- 
** venlencyi a total exemption befng no wife thd 
ff .pmil£;ge-<ef iMiman 'A^dir^. And hereupon I 
** could lay a fure foundation for your happinefs^ 
*' fince thofe notions I have obferved you to en- 
'* tertain will never tend to diminifh it. BefiJes^ 
" yourprefent circumftances muft greatly efihance 
*' it ; for according to the Italians (fbr whofe 
*^ acquaintance 1 mufl always acknowledge my- 
" felf debtor to yourfelf) fenza moglie al laio*^ 
•' Phuomo non e* beato. Sir, I was lately to wait 
*^ upon Madam Houblon, who made ftriS en- 
*' quirys after you. Your letter enabled me to* 
*' give her full fatisfadlion in all points 5 thoxighf 
" (he fayes, (he reckons you fo difcreet i, perfony 
** that now you are married, you'll never com- 
*' plain of any inconvcniencies, but make the 
** beft of a bad market; however, I look upon 
" this as meafuring other people's corn by our 
*' own bulhell, imagming our fentiments muft be 

* A man is not happy unlcfs he has a wife by the fide 
of him i 

♦' the 
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^* the rule for others to fteer by : notwithftand- 
* ing, I was fo far obliged as to be eftcemed 
*' among your friends and acquaintance, which 
" is no frnall addition tq my own charafter. Ac- 
*' cording to the company men keep in town, 
** you well know we have our apprehenfions of 
*' public affairs. In fome places we are told, the 
" petition for the Parliament's fetting goes ori, 
and that 'tis countenanced by men of credit and 
reputation : in another place, you (hall hear it 
*' expofed, and confidently affirmed, that hone but 
** the rafcality and fanaticks are engaged in it. I 
** heard from pretty good hands yefterday, that 
** the Parliament Would be diffolved before thz 
** 26th January : *tis hoped, in order to call a 
** new one. We expe^Sl the Duke of York»here 
** in ten days : the defign of his fudden return is 
" not known. We talk mightily of a letter the 
" Prince of Orange has fent to the King ; (bme 
** fay, to perfuade him to a drift alliance with 
*^ Holland; others, to forewarn him of the defigns 
** of the Monfieur againft him, who has, 'lis faid, 
*' drawn down many of his men to Dunkirk and 
** Calice ; but I think every fpring of late ycsrs 
<* has afforded us difcourfe of a French invafioii, 
** Your friend and (chool-fellow Mr. Dry den has 
" been feverely beaten, for being the fuppofed 
** author of a late very abuilve lampoon. There 
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•* has been a goorl fam of money olFercd to 
*• find who fet t!)cm on work : 'tis fai J, they re- 
** ccived their orders from the Duchcfs of Portf* 
mouth, wlio is concerned in the lampoon. My 
humble fervice pray to your Lady, who t am 
*^ glad to hear thrives fo bravely, as to give hopt% 
** of an hanj en hel(Ur\ the like to the reft of the 
*^ good company ; and be aflured that I am 
" Your obliged humble fervant, 

Robert Nelsok* 
" My mother's fervice attends you and your 
*• Lady. 

" To the worthy Dr. Mafjlb- 
" TOFT, att HamelSf in 
** Hartfordjhirer 



KING WILLIAM THE THIRD. 

SIR JOHN RERESBY, in his Memoirs, feellt 
the following (lory of King William : *• One 
** night, at a fuppcr given by the Duke o/ 
y Buckingham, the King (Charles the Second) 
** made the Prince of Orange drink very hard. 
^< 7'hc Prince was naturally averfc to it^ but being 
*^ once entered, was more frolic and gay than tkc 
"^^ reft of the company ; and now the mind took 

** biir 
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^^ him to break the windows of the chambers be- 
^^ longing to the Maids of Honour, and he had 
*' got into their apartments, had he not been ref* 
** cued/' Rerelby's Memoirs, Year 1670. 

Bifhop Burnet very fcandaloufly and very un- 
generoufly accufes his patron, and the patron of 
the liberties of this country, of being guilty of one 
vice in which he was fecret. The vice which 
tainted the character of this great man, fs now 
well known to have been that of dram-drinking. 
William's conftitution was naturally feeble^ 
and having impaired it by immenfe fatigue, both 
of body and of mind, he had recourfe to that 
dangerous and unfuccefsful expedient to renovate 
the powers of them* 

William was in general fo feeble, that he wfc 
lifted on horfeback, but when he was once fes^ted, 
no one knew better how to manage a charger than 
himfelf ; his eyes flamed, and his natural drynefs 
and coldnefs of manner immediately forfook him. 

William, on his arrival in this country, received 
a very elegant, and at the fame time a very heart** 
felt ccknpliment from one of the perfons from 
whom it would come with the greateft propriety. 
Seijeaht Mayhard, one of the ableft Lawyers of his 
tirfie, waited upon him, with the reft of that 
leadrhed body, to addrefs him on his fafe arrival in 

Vol.. II. I England. 
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En^bod^. WilUaQi not rer; p^^itelj but ^tfjT 
hondilf told Serjeant M^ya9i:d, that hf had out- 
liv^^all di9 great Lawyers of hU time^ ^' Sir,*' 
replied the Scijeant, ^* 1 ihoiHd have 0Ql4iYed the 
'* Law itfelfy if Yqut Majeft? had iu)t come 
** hither/' 

The follovHi^fpeecb of tim gccat Ptkice^ Iboa 
^ter hifi kndiog in £ngkndy breathes the feme 
i^kit of m^^tt^bf itmikcbj and good fenfe, that 
ever feesDH tcrhaye di£lated bis words and initigated 
his aftions^ Th^ ipeech ofWiHianL is cc^Med 
from a very fiarec pamphlet^ entitled, *^ A Col- 
^ kftiom of Papers relative to the prefent Juat&ure 
^< oCASl^ia England. Part the Fourth^ quarto^ 
** London, fold by Rich. Janeway, Patcrnoflqr* 

** i?ow„i688." 

THE SPEECH OP THE PRINCE OF ORAN&B TO 
'some principal gentlemen of SOMERSET* 
SHIRE AND DCRSETSHJKEy ON THEIR CQMINO^ 
TO JOYN HIS HIGHNESS AT EXETER, THE. 

15 OF NavR. r688. 

« ■ . . 

** THO* we know not all your perl^K y^t we 
'^ have a catalogue of your namesr ^4. Jsejai^mibeff 
^ the charai^er of your worth and ijiitereft in your 
'^ country. You fee we are come accqrdiiig.ler 
^ j»ur invitatign and pur pcooiiife; ouf duty ^ 



^ <7o4 oUigM m to proifa the Pi^itidlMt &»• 
^ ligipQi Mid our I^« to mwikind» yotir fitwrtfoi 
^< Mi propertfef. We eypei^cd ypp tfm. 4weh 
«< fo neu tbo fhcn of o^r Iwidteg^ ti^6^ hiw 
^^ )o}r»*<d mfooncr •• not that it is^ iww 1199 bite^ 
^< nor that we want your mtllUMy affiftajior fo 
«5. much 91 your cowtenaitce ai»4 prijfeiicf^ to 
^* jufttfy our dcclar^'d prctenQoof) ra(!b9r tla^ «o* 
*< compli(h our good and gracrous dcfigns. Tho^ 
^ we have brought b^ a good fleet and # good 
^ army to render thefe bingdoim happy^ by ref« 
^ cvfaig atl Proteftaiito from Pq^ery,. Slavery^ 
"^ and Arbitrary Power,!:^ refioring tfaemtotbDtr 
M Sights and Properties eftaUiflied by LaWp anil 
^ by promotiiig of peace and trade (wiridi ii tfe 
"^^ Ibul of Grovernmenc, and the vecy lift-blood 
"^ of a Nation), yet we rely more on the goodnefii 
<f of God and the j«(ticc of owr cmikf thvi 'oit 
''^ any human forot and power whaaaven Yet 
*^ fince God i% pleafed we (baU aiiake ufe of hu<^* 
"^ man means, and not enpaA tnifacks liar our 
*<< prefervation and happineft, lot usLsntnOgk^lr 
'^. making vfe of tlia gaicLoua opportuiiity» biik 
V with prudence and courage puti^eiiscliitionMr 
"^ fii honourable piirpofes. TherefoiOf OtteUe^ 
"^ meo^ Friends and Fellow -Prote^mifs, wttfcidf 
^^ you a»d all your jbUowers moft heartily wel* 
^ come to our Coiirt and Oiny. Let ih(^ MMbolf 
V - 1 a •♦ world 
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^ world now judge, if our preCenfions are Hot 
^ juft) generous, fincere, and abore pricey fiiiaf 
^ we obight have even a Bridge ef Gold to retam 
^ back i but it is our principle and refidittioal 
^^ rather tb dye in a good caufe than live in a bad 
*^ one,, well knowing that virtue and true honour 
^ are their own rewards, and the ha^pine& of 
^^ mankind our great and only defign." 

Whilft as Prince of Orange, and the Champion 
of die Liberties of thefe Kingdoms, he was at Lord 
Briftoi's, near Sberboum, in his way from Tocbay 
to London, Prince George of Denmark, the Duke 
<^ Grafton, Lord Churchill, afterwards Duke of 
Marlborough, and Colonel Trelawney, came'to^ 
htm. On feeing them, the Prince exclaimed in 
the words of The Chronicles, *^ If ye be emu 
^^ peaceably to me^ to help nu^ mine heart fiall 
^ be knit unte you: but if ye be ceme t$. betray 
^ me to mine enemies (feeing that there is n» 
^ wrong in my hands J^ the God of our Fatherr 
^ look thereen and rebuke it** One of them re-» 
|£ed in die w<»rds of Ami&i, in die fiune chapter 
(die twelfdi of the Firft Book of Chronicles)^- 
^ Thine are we, David^ and on thy fide y them 
*^ Son of Jeffe. Peacey peace be unto thee^ and 
^ peace be unto thine helper Sy far thy God he^ 
^.itb the$** The chapter goes on, •* Then 

. . ^ Dawd 
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< ' David nciivid tbim^ and madi thtm Captains 0/ 
••^ the Band.'' 

The Prince of Orange, whilft atExeter, took 
up his lodgings at the Deanery, and on quitting 
that City (aid of the Mayor, who continued loyal 
to the Sovereign to whom he had fworn allegiance, 
James the Second, that he was worthy tobe truflied, 
for being faithful to his truft* 

The Prince of Orange's army is thus defcribed 10 
a letter written from Exeter, November 24, 1688 : 
*< We conclude the Prince's army to be about tea ' 
** thoufand men^ They are all picked men } moft !» 
^^ of them were at the fiege of Buda. They are 
^\ well*difciplined, ftout, and fome of them of an 
^* extraordinary ftat^re; their civil deportment, 
^^ and their honedy in paying for what they have . 
^\ (and the ftridtnefs of their difcipline hinders thecA 
^^ from being otherwife), winning not a little the., 
*^ afFeiflions of the countrymen, who refort hither 
*\ forty or fifty in a gang to him." 

Bifhop Burnet preached the fermon at: the Coro- * 
nation of this illuftrious Prince from the twenty- 
third Chapter of the Second Book of Samuel : 
" The Gad of Ifraelfaid^ thi Rock of Ifrael fpake 
^* to nu: Hi that ruleth over men muji be juft^ 
** ruling in the fear of God^ and hejhall he as the 
^ light of the morning when the fun rifeth^ even 

13 " «^ 



^* i^^f^J^^^^g^^^ OHtrftbe iortb^ by diar Joining. 

Tht flf v«iie of tbe Medel ftfvf k for Wiltiam's 
Cb|PQ4al^ Kprefefits PfaiwMn Wlttrled fr^ the 
cbtekitof tbe Sun by Jopitori^ with this mottoi *^ Nt 

** of the univerfe." 

. WittiMl never appeared in igkxtsk but \vtiea he 
ifWf at -the head of bis troopa. To ifeme dragooli : 
yilbp wa^ riu^ing away in an engagements ho 
givo a bbw with his fword in the ftMse, fayitigii 
^ Now J[.fiiaU know where to find aooward/' 

t WUIiam, though by no means afimgutuary Prinde^ 
wmM iHWer eittend mercy to a houfe*break^ ; he 
thought Chat bright jewel of tbe crown fuiUed^ 
when it filed its benignant rigrs upon thofe who. 
Iprofiine With terror and with rapine the $!curit]f 
of tliat ftleCBh- and peacefid hour in which Id^our 
recreates its diffipated and fatigued fpirits> and 
when anieiety fu^ends its carest and mifery forget^ 
jts woes 1 thinkfag widi the elegant La Motte^ 

Wh^h lleav^n-^efcend^d Mercy is mifpltctd, 
Tbe ^eeple fuljfer, aod the King's dif|j;taced ; 
Tii Pity't ieif tkat i^bps th« fslUng tear» 
'Tit Cl^ncacy that bids as bt fevere { 
And Piinifhment wUh resibn we maybleitt 
I'hat m6re chsftifing, dill chaftifes lefs. 

William, 



XVt&itlh> Kke tnanjr other grett men, bad not 
knig eri}o>p«d the fplendid fituation of goVdn rt ne m » 
tile fiippofed tompenfation for all hi^ la1>our8, t)fe- 
fore ht found it embittered by difficulty and dffrpw 
{KMntMent. Moi-e Ihdeed fs ettr ex^eSed fn^tn inatl 
ki thit iftti&'atioh than he can 'poffibly p6tfbrm t 
thofe whom he has already loaded iiA(h hfimhr^ 
think they have a right to that addition to them, 
which is neither honourable for themfelves, or for 
their beAefador ; whllft thofe who have not yej: 
tafted of his bounty, endeavour to wreft it from 
him by clamovr, by violence, and by an ua« 
principled oppofition to all his meafures ; even tOt 
thofe in which the fafety of the country is in- 
volved. William, too fenfibly experiencing thefe 
neceflary concomitants upon greatnefs, entertained 
ferious thoughts of quitting that country, whictv 
be had entered at the hazard of his own pofleffions, 
loid of his owa life, tofave from flavery and fur 
perftition ; and had prepated a fpeech^ to the Par- 
liament, requefting them to name fuch perfons as they 
Ihould think fit to manage that government, which 
himfelf was refolved no longer to hold. By th^ 

kindnets of a Gentleman^, ^^ whom all muft love, 

* 

^^ for he loves all," and who never thinks his jtime 
and his tale]:ics fo well employed as in the aiSfbnct 

• Jttl5. PtAKtA, Efq. of the Britifh Mufeum. 

I 4 * of 
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of his friends and in the fervice of the Public, the 
Compiler is enabled togive aCopyofthe Minutes 
of the Speech which this excellent and ill-treated 
Prince intended to make to both Houfes of Par« 
liament, fome time in the year 16989 from ,thf 
original in his Majefty's own hand-writing, and 
in his own fpelling : 

Ml. & Gs 

Je fuis venu ici dans ce 
]^oyaume au deiir de cette 
Kation pour la fauver de ruine 
' ct pour prefenrcr voftrc Re- 
ligion vos Lois et Libert6S| et 

p 
pour ce fujet J'ai ^t^ oblige 

de foutenir une longue e^ trqs 

onereufe Guerre pour ce Roy- 

aume laquelle par la grace de 

Dieu et la bravoure de cette 

Nation eft a prefent terminde 

par une bonne paix, dans lar 

quelle vous pouries yivre ^eu* 

reufement et en repos fi vous 

YouH^s contribuer a votre 

' propre feuret^ ainfi que Je 

' Tous Tavois recommand6 a 

I'ouverture de cette feffion* 

* que vout aves fi pe^ d'e- Mais voyant au contraire * que 

gard a mes advis et ne auqu'un 

Tous prenez fi peu de foin de 

votre feuretd et vous txpod* 

a un^ 



* auquels Je puiife laiiTe 
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a une ruine evidente ymn 

'^ des fculs et .uniques deftituaiit * des moyena ac^ 

moyens que pouroit fervir^ a 

& ne pouvant rienfaire de cefTaire pour votrc defen(^f il 

moQ coft< pour i'eviter ne feroit pas jufte ou ralfonable 

etant hors d'etat de vous que Je fufle temoin devoftre 

defendre et protege perte fans vous pouvoir de- 

* ce^ui a €Ct^ la feule veu fendre ou proteg4»r * ain(l J^ 
que J'ay eu en venant en dots vous requerir de choifir 
ce pays me ••>^. .> 

et notnmer tetles perfonn^ 
que vous jugereres capable 

i*adminiftration du fM^» admiinftrcr le Gouverne- 

ment en mon abfcnce. Voui 
afTeurant que quoy que Je (utt 
forc6 t 

oblig^ a prefent de me retiref 
hors du Royaume Je con- 
lervercs toujours la meme in* 
clinaticn pour Ton aventage et 

• ctque Je jugercs lapou- profperit^. • Et que quand Je 
voir entreprendre avec poures juger que ma prefence 
faeces y feroit neceflaire pour voftre 
^vousvousmefteresenetat defence * Je feres tout port£ 
que a y revenir et hafarde ma vie 

pour voftre feuret^ comme Je 
Tai fait par le paiT^ Priant le 
bon Dieu de benir vos delibe- 
rations et de vous infpirer ce 
qui eft necelfaire pour le biei^ 
et la feuret^ du Royaume* 



9 
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IT appears^ by the « Accbunt of the Death of 
<♦ Queen Marjr, written by a Minifter of Stkte,^ 
that a letter of her*s to King "Winiam, difluading 
him from tontinuing to keep a Mrs, Villers as his 
miftrefsi was found in her ftii'ong box, to be aeli« 
vercd to her hufband when (he was dead. Tha 
eharafter of Queen Mary,* written byBiihop Bmt^ 
pet, contains a delineation of every female virtue» 
|jid of every female grace. He makes her &y^ 
fhat fhe looked upon idlenefs as the grer^t cor* 
WMlfiPf of human nature, and believe d» that if the 
inind had no employment given it, it would create 
ibme uf the worft to itfelf;' and (he thought^ (hat 
aiiything that might amufe and divert^ without 
^caving a dreg and imprefiion behind it, ought to 
£11 up tboTe vacant hours that were not claimed by 
devotion or bufinefs, *^ When her eyes,*' fajf$ 
^ilbop Burnet^ ^^ were endangered by reading too 
^ inuch;^ (he fourid out ^he amufement of work^i 

^ and 

* Dr. lohnfon^ w|(h his ufu^l acutencfs of remark and 
dfisn^th of language, fays in one of the Papers of \^% 
tCaa\h[«r, *^ i have always admired the wifdom of thofe 
^* >y whom our female education was jnftituted, for 
*' halving cftntrived.tbat every- woman, of whatever con- 
•* (Ji:ion> lliO'jld be tauvjht fomc arts of manufaf^ure, by 

. ' ** which| 
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<f and in all tbofe hours that were not given to 
^ better employments, (he wrought with her own 
^\ bands, and that fometimes with fo conflanta 
".diligence, as if (he had been to earn her bread 
" by it. Her example foon wrought on not only 
*^ thofe that belonged to her, but the whole town> 
'* to follow it, fo that it was become as much the 
*' fafliion to work, as it had been to be idle.'* 

King William has been fuppofed not to havv 
been a very kind and tender hufband to his excel** 
lent Queen, He was, however, much afff^Scd bf ' 
her death, and faid, ^^ (be had never once giveii 
** him any reafon to be difpleafed with her.durinj^* 

** which the vacuities of rtclufe and domcftic life'may be- 
** filled up. Whenever,** adds he, " chance bnng»wich« 
** In my obfcfvation a knot of young ladies bufy at their 
** needles, I confider niyfelf ks in the fchool of Virtue ; 
** and though 1 have no extraordinary IkilJ In plain-work. 
** or c»broidery, I look upon their operations with at 
** much fatisfa6ti«n as their Govcrncfs, becaufe I regard 
•* them as providing a fccuiity againft thrmoft dangerout 
** infoarers of the foul, by enabling themfelves to exclude 
" Idlenefs from their follTaiy moments; and with Idle- 
** nefs, her attendant train of pafllions, fancies, chimaerat, 
" fears, forrows, and defircs. Ovid and Cervantes will in« 
"' form them, that love has no power but over thofe whom. 
*' he catches unemployed ; and He£tor, in the Iliad, whet^ 
•* he fees Andromache overwhelmed with terror, fendt 
*' her for confolation to the loom and the diftaff." 

« the 
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^ the courfe of their marriage." After his deatth^ 
a )ocket> containing fome hair of Qi^een Mafj^ 
was found banging near bis heart* 



BISHOP BURNET 

li^as a great go/lip, of a very inquifitive turn 
in converfation, and of fo much abfence of miiut 
that he would occafianalljr mention in company 
circtimftances that could not fail to be difpkafinjt 
toperfons that were prefent. He teized feverai of 
his friends to introduce him to Prince Eugene^ 
whom he foon very much ofFended, by afking htm 
S>me queftions about b*s mother, the Counteis of 
^LiTonSy who had been accufed of having poKbned 
ber hufband : and he mentioned to the Prince bis 
ovvT> cA'afion from France in early life, for having 
ridiculed Louis XIV. in fome intercepted letters; 
Lord Godolphin he reprefents as a continual card- 
player,, who, itfjenis, always took care to play at 
cards when he was in company with the Biihop, 
left he fliould put to him impertinent and leading 
queftions, The firft Lord Siiaftefbury he repre-'" 
ferns as addifted to judicial aftrclogy, who ufed to ' 
tallc on that fubj eft before the Biibop merely to 
Prevent his taU.iiv;^ politics to him* BiA)op Burnet, 

at 
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•t the age of eighteen, wrote a Treatifc on Edu- 
ction in \try wretched language, but in which ^ 
^hcre is this curious obfcrvarion : " That the 
** Greek language^ except for the New Tcfta- 
** ment, is of no very great ufe to gentlemen, as 
^* mofl of the beft books in it are tranflated into 
*• Latin, Engliih, or French.'* 

According to Dr. Coc!:burn, when Bi(hop 
liurnet was prefented to Charles the Second by 
t:he Duke of Lauderdaie, he faid to his Majefty, 
^ * Sir, I bring a perfon to you who is not capable 
*• of forgetting any thing.** The King replied, 
** Then, my Lord, you and I have the more 
^* reafon to take care what we fay to him, oc be« ' 
*• fore him.'* 



LORD SOMERS. 

THIS great Lawyer, to whom every Englifli- 
man who feels the bleflirigs of that Conftitution 
of Government under which he has the happi- 
nefs to live, owes the higheft obligations, for the 
excellent and fpirited defences he made bf the 
two great bulwarks of it, the limited fuccef* 
fion to the crown^ and the trial by jury, is thus 

fplendidly 
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fplendidly jret juftly deliiKated by the iiecvoufl:afid 
^itedfiencUof Lord Orford* in his *^ Catalogne 
•* of Royal and Noble Authors.*'—" Ht was 
^ one. of tbcfe divine men, who like a cbapd 
*^ in a {labce remain unprofaned^. whilft.all the 
^ reft ia tyranny, corruption, and folly. Al! 
^< the traditionary accounts of him>" adds the 
Qobk writer, *^ and the hiilorians of the laft age re* 
^^ prefent him as the moft incorrupt lawyer^ and 
}^. the honefteft StateCoMUi i as a mafter orator, a 
^^ genius of the fineft tafte^ and as a patriot of 
*^ the nobleft and moft exten£ve views ; aa i 
^^ man who difpenfed bleffings by his Ufe^ and 
^^ {banned them for pofterity.*' . 

The following Anecdotes of Lord Somers were 
copied many years ago from a manufcript im the 
poifefEon of the late Dr» Birch. 

*' April 26> 1716, died John Lord Somers* 
** Burnet hath done him juftice in fevcral places, 
^* and Addifon has given us his charader in 
« colours fo ftrong, that little rcmaineth to b^ 
<< added. 

** His application and capacity were equallj^ 
^\ great and uncommon. At his firft going to 
** iichooly he never gave himfelf any of the di- 
*^ verIion$ of children of his age $ (or at noo^ 

<• the 



<^ die book was nevn out of hb kitid Tb^ die 
H bft years of his life a fev^ Itdirs c^ ifl^ 
^ iitfficed : at waking, a reader atttkided, and 
*^ entertained hioi with ^e moft valuableautfcort^ 
^•Suchmana^ment raifed biofto the htgbefteitti- 
^ nency in his own profeflion> and gave hhn a 
^ fuperipriiy iaall kind of lifefol knowled^ and 
«< learning. 

^' Natutal ftrength and dearnefs est underftaod- 
^ ing thus im^proved, was the diftinguifhin^ pe<« 
^* c^digirlty which appeared in al) his performances. 
** livery thing was eafy and correjfti pure s^nd . 
'^ proper. He was unwearied ifi the application 
^^ of all his abilijties for the fervice of his country. 
^ As a writer, he greatly afSfted the Caufe ,of 
^ liberty in the days, of its litoioft periU As an. 
'^ advocate, a judge, a fenator,. and a minifter^ 
^ the higheft praifes and the moft grateful remem'' 
^ brance are due to his merit. 

*^ He was invariable and uniform m the puttuit 
^ of right paths. As he well underftood^ he 
^* was equally ffrm in adhering to the iutereft of 
•* his country while in its fervice, and when in » 
** private ftation. To this uniformity the calum--' 
** ntes and reproaches of his enemies ipay be truly 
*• afbribed* They envied him his fuperiority 5 and 
^* as their wMhes and defigns were far from being 
*• ««»gagcd for the real welfare of focicty ; a man 
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^' Co upright and able naturally became the thjoEt 
^ of their hatred ; and they had too eafy and ttxr' 
** much credit. What greater misfortune canbe-^ 
^^ eiitailed on popular government, than forward-* ' 
^* nels in receiving all the impreiCons of malevo^ ' 
•^ lence ! 

<* When I had finifhed my letter, it came 
** into my head to add Somers's character, which " 
'^ was uniform, to Sbrewfbury, which was all 
*' deformity. 

** I have been fo very fhort, not only for 
*•• the reafons prefixed, but in expeftation of 
** your having additions from your truly worthy 
*' friend Mr. Yorke. The account of his 
•^ behaviour at fchool [ had many years ago 
**" from a fchool-fellow. I think Waliall iu 
*' Staffordfliire was the place where they learned' 
" their grammar together. I remember very 
*' well his account of Johnny Somers being 
^^^ a weakly boy, wearing a black cap, and never 
•* fo much as looking on when they were ^t 
*^ play, &c. 

«* Mr. Winnington*s account is, that by the 
*^ exa£{nefs of bis knowledge and behaviour he 
** difcouraged his father and all the young men . 
*' who knew him. They were afraid to be ki his . 



** company.*' 



Towards 
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Towards the clofc of Lord Somers^s Trcdtifc * 
^n the Succeffioii) there is this very remairkable .' 
paflage ; "<< I will not (thbugh I fafely might) 
*' challenge thefe men to tell me Whererer 
*^ any fettled nation, which had laws of their' 
^* own, and were not under the immediate 
*' force of a Conqueror, did ever admit of 
** a King' of another religion than thei;^ bwn.' 
*^ I will not inflft on it, that the crown is not a 
^' bare inheritance, but an ihheritance accom- 
*< panying an office of truft, and that if a roan's ^ 
'^ defeAl render hiih incapable bf that truft, 
** he hal alfo forfeited the inheritance.*' In 
another place of thi^ golden Treatife Re fays^ 
^* I need not fay how far a nation iis to be ex- 
^< cufed for executing juftice fumiharily, and 
'^ without the tedious formalities of law, when 
" the neceffity of things requires hafte, ahdt^e 
^' j^rty ities from juftice, and the confederates 
*^ are numerous and daring, and the Princes 
«• life in danger." 

^ The title runs thiis i •* A Brief Hlftory of the Succcf- 
<* fioil, collected out of the Records, and the moft Au- 
** thcDtic Hiftorianv, wriuen for the Satitfa^tioa of the 
■• Earl of — — — .*' It was written ia favour of tht 
attempt to exclude the Duke of York about the year 2679, 
and reprinted in 1714. 

vpt. II. K A pre* 
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A pretender to literature having owned a copy of 
verfes which Lord Somers wrote, was aflcod by 
his Lordflnp, when he was prefent^ to him 9S 
LiO^i Chancellor, whether he was really the author 
of the lines in queftion% ^' Yes,, my Lord«^ 
replied the pretended Poet, *' k is a trifle^ X 4iJL 
*^ it off-hand/' On heading ihih Lord Somfr» 
burft 01^ into a l9ud fit of laughter, ^d the Gfp* 
tleman withdrew in the grea^^eft confufioiK < <• 

.« The King (George the Firfty ftysLord 
Bolingbroke in a manufcript letter, ^^ (pt oat from 
*' Hanovcff in the refolution.of taking ih^ Whtgf 
'* indeed into favour, but of oppr€;ffing npt fet of •> 
*^ men who acknowledged the governa^nf, aai 
** fubmitted quietly to it. As fpon as 1^ caoie to- 
*^ Holland, a contrary refolution was tajbrn by the 
*\ jiwt importunity of the AUie^ and of ^;Mqe.«f 
« the Whigs. 

. *^ Lord TownCbend came triumpbanti|f to ac 
*' <)uatntLord Somers with all the ^^ai^res of 
<* profcription and of perfecution wbtgh tl^y. m« 
^ tended, and to which the King had at laft conn 
^* -fented. The old Peer afked him what he meanty 
^f and (bed tears 90 the foreiight of meafures like 
^ to tfagfe of the Roman Triumviratew'^ 



£jtX^' 
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E4RI OF frJRjilNOTON. 

'THIS learned and valiant nobleman, vilio 
^contributed no lefs by his pen tluin b^ his fyirord 
to bring about that glorious epoch in the <!!onftji* 
tution of England, the RevoIiitioQ tinder W\U 
•liaifi the Third, ih t>ne of his Charges tp the 
'Grand Jury of Wilts, thus forcibly defcribes tht 
advantages of that form of government which he 
(bad hiboured to procure for his couiitrymen. 

*^ Gentlemen, there is not a bettq: form ^f 
*** government under thefun than that of England ^« 
^< Yety e;ccellent as it is, I find that many areirii- 
^ patient under it, and thtrft extremely aft^f 
^ tlytt which 18 called a Cprnmohwealth ) think- 
^' ingi no doubt^ to enjoy greater privilege? an4 
^ imoittnities than now they do. Put I am apt 
'^* to beliarei tiiat they who are npt contented 
^ under this form of government, have not qon^ 
** fidered 2»4ght what a Commgipwealth i^ J\ 

*That hdneft and upright HiftoriaH Philip dt Cominei, 
who was in England fo early as in the reign of fidiVird 
the Fourth, fays, that of all the Oovernnentt with which 
lie was acquainted, that of England was the Oovetnment 
in whit h tkoFS was moft regard paid to the commoa 
good* 

K a ^* Commoxi* 
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<< Commonwealth makes a found and a (hadow of 
*^ liberty to the people, but in reality is but a 
*^ Monarchy under another name ; for if Monar- 
*' chy be a tyranny under a fingle perfoni h Com- 
*^ monwealth is a tyranny under feveral perfons* 
<^ As many perfons that govern, (b many tyrants* 
^< But let it be the beft that can be, yet the 
<< people under a Commonwealth enjoy not that 
•* ^ liberty which we do. 

*' Gentlemen, as the excellency of thit 
<' government is an argument fufficient to dif- 
** fuacfc any of us from the leaft attempt of alte- 
** ration, fo experience has taught us, that no 
** fort of government but that under which we 
** now live, will fuit or agree with England. Let 
<^ us but confider the late troubles (the civil wars 
^* between Charles the Firft and his Parliamont) ; 
'^ let us but conflder how many feveral kinds of 
** government were then fet up one after the 
'^ other ; all ways were tried, but nothing would 
^^' do, until we were returned to our old and 
*^ antient way/' 



tHEFFIELD^ 
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SHEFFIELD, 

DUKE, PF BUCKINGHAM. 

IN the quarto edition of the works of this , 
Nobleman, there is an unHnifhed relation of the 
Revolution in 1688, which contains fome very 
curious particulars as far as they go. His Grace 
was one of the laft Noblemen that quitted his old 
mafter James the Second, and replied very nobly 
to King William, who afked him how he would 
have behaved if he had been made privy to the 
dcfign of bringing in the Prince of Orange? 
" Sir, I fliould have difcovered it to the King 
*< whom I then ferved." ** I ftiould not then, * 
*' Sir, have blamed you," was the honourable' 
anfwer of V/illiam. 



S A V J L L E, 

MARQUIS OF HALIFAX, ' 

had a failing but too commonly .incident to perfoas 
who^have fome wit but more vanity. The.Mar-^ 
quis, according to Biihop Burnet, let his wit but 
top often turn^upon matters of religion, fo that hs 

K 3 paffed 
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pftfled for a bold and a determined atheiftj^ 
<< though,'' a^ds the Bifliop, ** he often proteftedf 
<.' tonxe that he was not one^ and laid, he believed 
<< that there wat A6t Mt in the w&tU." The 
Marqui^ wrote ^< Memoiri of his own Life i^ 
th^e man^fciript was in the pofleffion of the late . 
]^arl of Bgrlington. 



JOHN EVELTN, ES^ 

HAD this excellent and learned man left bc^ 
hind no other memorials of his integrity and ob- 
fervation than that recorded, at his own requeft, . 
upon his tomb-ftone at Wotton in Surreyi he 
would hiave been entitled to the praifes and to the 
gratitude of poftcrity. " Living,'* fays he, ** in 
^* an age of extraordinary events and revolutions, 
«' I have learned this truth, that all is vanity which 
<< is not honeft, and that there is no folid wifilom 
•' bu^ in true piety." Th6 Tranflator of the Life 
of the learned Peyrefe, by Gaitefidi, ftyles Mr. 
Evelyn •* the EngliQi Peyrefc ;" and indeed, no 
countryman of his ever better defefved that 
honourable appellation than the perfon thus de«- 
fignated ; no one ever mofe refembling the learned 
Co\xttt\\bt tf At Parltameftt of ProVeftce, in tb^ 

eitent 



extent ef liis knowledge, in his readinefs of co(h- 
nmnicadng diat knowledge, and in the general 
modefty and fimplicity of his manners, than Mr. 
Evdyn. ^ 

The philcfophical Editor of the laft edition of 
Mr. Evelyn's ** Sylva" has thus truly and elegantly 
delineated the chara£ler of the Author, on a blank 
leaf of his copy of that valuable Work : 

To the memory 

' Of John Evelyn, Efq. , 

A man of great learning, of found judgmentj 

and of extenfive benevolence. 

From an early entrance into public 116^ 

to an extreme old agC) 

He confidered himfelf as living only for 

the benefit of Mankind* 

Reader, 

Do juflice to this illuftrious chara£left 

And be confident. 

That as long as there rjemains one page of his \ 

voluminous writings. 
And as long as Virtue aiul Sdence.hold thtir ; 

. abode in this Ifland, 
The memory of the Uluftripus £v£Lyk will 
be held in the higheft vcnerbtioiik 

Mr. Evelyn was one of ^e earlleft Members dT 
the Royal Society, and hilld the lingular hdhour 

1^ 4 and 
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and felicity, in ipite of his numerous writings^ of 
being but oqcc engaged in controverfy, bHv. 
Evelyn, at his death, had made collections for a 
very great and a very ufeful Work, which waist ip- 
tended to be called << A General I^iftory of all 
V Trades," 



ANNE OF AUSTRIA 

qUEEN OF FRANCE. 

THIS Princefs, in fpite of the crud treatment 
fhe had received from Cardinal Richelieu, was ftill 
fo confcious of his great talents for governing, 
that on feeing a pidture of him, foon after flie be- 
came Regent of France, fhe exclaimed, " If 
** Richelieu had lived to this time, he would have 
^* been more powerful than ever.** Madame de 
Baviere, in h?r Letters, fays, ** Abbe — — was^de- 
" tefted in an intrigue : Anne of Auftria however 
^^ did much worfe ; (he was not contented with 
^< intriguing with Cardinal Mazarin, fhe married 
<* him.'' This fhe could do, as the Cardinal had 
not taken priefl's orders. Mazarin, however, be- 
came very foon tired of the Qiieen, and ufed her 
very ill, the ufual confcquence of fuch a marriage. 

Yet 
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Yet when Mazarin founded this Queen refpcfting 
Ac mjarriagc of her fon Louis the Fourteenth with 
one of his niects, ihe nobly replied, ^* If the 
^ King was capable of degrading himfelf (b far, 
' •^ 1 would put myfclf with my fecond fon at the 
^* head of the whole French Nation againft the 
•* King and againft you.'* 

The following Impromptu of Voiture to this 
Queen, who, on feeing him walking alone, afkei 
him of what he was thinkin^::, gives fomefounda- 
tion to the report of her taking in very gcxxi part 
the gallantry of the Duke of Buckingliam to her : 

ye penfoli {car nous autrcs Partes^ 

Nous pen/on s extravagcmfnt)^ 
Ce quey duns Vbumeur oh njou^ cifi^ 

VousJieYiex^ Ji dans cc tnoment 
Vous avi/it'z rn cette place 

Venir U Due de Buckingham ; 
£/ le^ueiferoit en difgraer^ 

De iuif ou du Pere * Vincent, 

At the Duchefs of Norfolk's feat at Holme, 
near Hereford, there is a whole-length portrait of 
this Princefs, with this infcription, <* Annt Reine 
<* de France^ groffi de fex mois ; fait par Beaubrun 
" 1638:" and indeed the Queen's pregnancy is 
pretty vifible in the pifl:urc. 

* Tlic C^ccn'i Confcflbr. 

JNIONIQ 
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ANTONIO PRIULI 

> 

was a Venetian Gentleman who held (ocat .efii« 
ployment in the Duke of Ldngueville's hxti\\j. 
He wrote, in Latin, the ^* Hiftory of the Troubles 
•^ during the Minority of Louis the Fourteenth/* 
He thus dcfcribes the French Wits of hit tim^': 
^* They haunt great men's tables, frequent their 
'* own academies, and trick and trim their native 
^^ tongue without end. They run about this 
«< way and that way to make vifits, but do not 
<^ delight in fecret iblitude, the only ferment of 
«* ftudics*/' 



Duc BE longueville: 

WHEN tliis high-minded Nobleman was one 
day teizcd by hokt of his fycophants to profecute 
fume neighbouring Gentlemen who had ihot upon 
his manor » he replied, ^^ 1 (hall not follow youc 
'< advice : I had much rather have friend* than 
" li;ircs, I aflurc you." 

♦ From the Tranflaticn of ChriftophcrWafe, Londoo 

1^7 ', '.'«5\avo. 

The 
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The Duke, from friendfhip to the Prince of 
Conde, engaged with him in the intrigues agsiinft 
Maxarin, and prevented htm fit>m calling in the' 
affiftance of England againft his country and his 
Sovereign. * 



MADAME DE LONGUEVILLE . 

fcems completely to have anfwered the delcriptfon 
given of the French Ladies of his time by Anto- 
nio Priuli, in his *' Hiftory of the Troubles of 
** France during the Minority of Louis the Fdur- 
<• teenth." « The Ladies,," fays he, << following 
•* fcholarS, would make ufe of detraftion in theif 
** ruelles, and \\\ theJr elfcl^^, curioufly ^nra- 
** veiling the myfteries of Government, and catch- 
" ing at the words and aftions of the Cardinal 
** (Mazarin). Some of them proftituting them^ 
*^ felves to get at the fecrets of the State, and 
*' making rebels of their hufbands (thus doing 
*^ more hurt by their lives than good by their 
'* exertions) fet all France in a combuftion. 
*• Afterwards, when their defigns failed, they 
pre-condemned themfclves ; became nuns by 
a falfe femblance of religion, and a grofs fuper- 
*' ftition s the door being (hut to their vices, now 

« grown 
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** grown cut of fcafon, and when fickly old age, 
<^ condemned by- the looking-glafs, and by it9 
*^ peremptory fentence, death, doth dread itfelf.*' 

Madame deLongueville took a very decided part 
in the troubles of the Fronde a^inft Cardinal 
Mazarin, and by the power of' her charms 
brought over the celebrated Due de Rochefoucauld 
to take part with the Princes, and had even pre- 
vailed upon the god-like Turenne to make the 
army revolt which he commanded. La Rochc- 
foucault faid indeed in the words of Racine» 

Fdnr fatii'fairf /on coeuty pour plaire afes beaux yevx^ 
J^ ai fait le guerre aux RoiSfJe rauroitfaite OKX dieuf^ 

# • 

After the^eath of the Duke of Longueville, aod. 
when the troubles of France ceafed, (he retired to . 
a Convent, where (be ended her days in penitence . 
and auflerity. 

In the zenith of her charms and of h^r confc- * 
quencc, iMadame de Longueville was taken to ^ 
p^lfs fome days at a nobleman's houfe in the ' 
country. She was aflccd, as ufual, how (he in- 
tended to entertain herfelf there, whether in walk- 
ing, in reading, or in any of the amufements of 
the field. She put the negative on thcfe, and 
frankly anfwered, ** ^e uahne point les amufemens 
*' bonne tes^ Her brother the Prince of Condc - 
w^!, one day rcauing to her part of an Epic Poem, 

and 
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ahd afked her what (he thought (^it. ^^ Ilejltrh 
** beaux^ en veriti^ mats ires ennuyeuX'*^lt is very 
*• fine to be fure, but it is very tirefome.'* 

Madame de Longuvville became quite another 
perfonage, when (be became religious* For her 
firil advances to that difpofition of tnind (he was 
indebted to her aunt the Duchefs of Montmorency, 
the widow of the Duke of that name (who was 
beheaded by the fanguinary Richelieu), and who 
had taken the veil, and was made the Abbefs of a 
Convent at Moulins *, to confecrate the remainder 
of her life to lament the lofs and to pray for the 
foul of her accompli(hcd and beloved hu(band. 
Madame de Longueville was obferved one day, at 
the Convent of Port Royal, fitting and converfing 
with a gentleman who belonged to that celebrated 
feminary of learning and of piety, and who was 
the gardener of the place. The gentleman faid 
to her, ** What would the world (ay of your 
*^ Qigbnefs, if they faw a gardener converfing 
" familiarly with you, and feated in yourprefence ?" 
•* The world,'* replied Madame de Longueville, 
*^ would fay that I am much altered." 

• At the Convent of the Urfulins of that Town, in the 
Church of which Convent fhe erected a mod magnificcnc 
Maulbleum to the memory of this illuftrioui NvbUman. 

At 
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At the confenrtice between Ordinal IVfazarin 
:ind Don Louis it Haro, which took place previous 
to the celebtatcd Treaty of the Pyrenees, whilft the 
latter negpciator was telling the Cardinal that one 
woman, meaning Madame de LongueviUe^ could 
not poiSbly difturb the tranquillity of a great 
kingdom like that of France : ^^ Alas, Sir^^' re^^ 
plied Mastarin, '^ Your Excellence talks rouch^ 
** your eafe upon thefe matters. Your wonaen ia 
^^ Spain meddle with no intrigues but tbofe of 
** g^^ll^mtry, but it is not fo in France i we have 
<^ there three women that are capable either of 
governing or o^f deftroying three great king*- 
doms-^Madame de LrongueviUe> the Princeft 
*^ Palatine^ and theDuchdisofClievreufc.'' 



C6 
4i 



POSTERITY will not rendily /<«give ibii 
l^rince for not exerting hitnfelf (ufficiently to &ve 
his friend, the illuftTtovs Montniorencf^ from liic*f 
fcaffbld i the fame feebleneis of mind infeSing him 
in this, as on mod other occaGons. Dimng the 
time of the Fronde, had his ihind been fufficienriy; 
fieady and determined, he might have been the 
fitt-biter of his divided and diftradled country. 

Antonio 
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Antonio Priuli gives this melancholy account of 
the latter years of a Prince of the Blood, brother 
to one Monarch, and uncle to another : 

'* Gallon," fays he> ** on the King's (Louis the 
** XlVth) triumphant return into Paris, with his 
*^ mother Anne of Auftria and the Cardinal, fet 
** out for his palace near Blois, without feeing or 
^^ taking leave of his Sovereign ; and having been 
** in the former part of his life wholly managed 
** by hb fervants, he gave himfelf entirely Up in 
*' the latter part of it to the management of his 
•* wife* Margaret of Lorraine. He became a 
^^ great fportfman and a great botanift, and not 
*^ only became devout himfetf, but infpired the 
** whole city of Blois with the fame fpirit. He 
^^ died (as is fuppofed) of a lethargy, having had 
'^ antimony improperly adminiftered to him^ and 
** after having figured away as a Leader of a Party 
<* and a Prince, was buried in the Rpyal Abbey 
^ of St.Denis> with 1 private funeral, the Heralds 
'^ who attended the corpfe bemg barely paid their 
•* charges. Thus ended,'' adds Priuli, ** Gallon 
^* Duke of Orleans, who having been a hopeful 
*' child) paflcd his youth in pleafure, always under 
•* the diredlion of his own fcrvants, and never at 
^ his own difpofal.*' 

Gailon, 
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Gaflon^ who was a man of parts tnoBgb notof 
linderftanding, left behind ^^ Memoirs of Frebcb* 
•* H'lilory from the Year 1608 to 1635/' Thejf. 

are printed. ,, 



PRII^CE OP CONDi. -y 

THE term prtits maitres was firft applied to 
this great General and his followers, who, flufhecl' 
with the viftorics of Lens, &c. which he had 
gained, on their return from the army to Pafis^' 
gave themfelves a great many airs^ and were irt- 
fufFerably impertinent and troublefome. 

■ Richelieu, a very good judge ^i men, was thuch 
ftruck with the precocity of talents that appeare'd 
in this Prince when he was very young. He told 
Chavigny, '^ I have been juft now having a cofi* 
*' verfation of two hours with the young Duke 
** d'Enghuien upon the art military, upon religidni 
*• and upon the intcrefts of Europe : he will be 
** the greateft General in Europe, and the firft 
** man of his time, and perhaps of Ac times to 
** come." 

Louis XIV. who could never forgive the part 
Cond6 took againil him in the Fronde, feems 

never 
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hcver to 'have entirely given him his confiJenccj 
t)r to have made that ufe of the talents of this 
Prince which he fhould have made. 

The Prince of Conde was a ftriking illuftration 
of the obfef vation made by the acute Dr. Johnfonj 
that in public fpeaking. there was often more of 
knack and of habit than of real talent or knowledge : 
for whilft Conde never rofe to fpeak in the Par- 
liament of Paris but to difgrace himfelf, Gafton 
his coufin, with a mind very inferior to his in every 
refpeiSi) was very well heard in that Aflembly. 

His Sovereign Louis XIV, once paid Conde z 
tery handfome compliment: The Prince, in thd 
latter pare of his life, was very lame with the gout, 
and was one day in that fltuation apologizing to 
him for making him wait for him at the top of (he 
great ftair-cafe at Verfailles, which he was afcend-^ 
jng ^ry flov ly. *' Alas ! my coufin," replied 
he, ^^ who that is fo loaded with laurels as youiLlf 
" can walk faft ?" 

The Prince was a man of fome learning hi ftftrfel ft 
and extremely fond of the converfation of learned 
and ingenious men, Moliere, Boileau, and th^ 
celebrated writers of their time, were frequently 
with him at Chantilly. He however expected as 
much deference from thcfe great men in literary 
matters, as he had been ufed to exact from his 

VOL. II. L Officers 
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Officers at a Council of War. BoQeati, boWef^ef^ 
had once the fpirit to contradi^l him on femrf 
fubje£); of litcraturei of which moft probably htf 
knew more tiian the Prince. Condi foon fired, 
and darted his eyes upon himi iparkUng with iago 
and indignadon. << Upon my wordy*' had die 
fatirift, <^ m future I wiU take particular care to 
*^ be of the fame opinion with die Prince of Condi 
** when he is in the wrong." 

Pains had been early taken by fortie of the Prince*^ 
fuppofed friends to (bake his belief in ChrifttaoAity; 
he always replied, " You give yoorfelves a great 
^ deal of unneceflary trouble; the di^rfiooof 
^^ the Jews will always be an undeniable proof to 
'^ me of the truth of our holy rel^ion*** 

Some writer fays, that the diipofition oT a mail 
is to be known by his hahd-writing. Tliis ob>i* 
fervation feems realized in this great Prince/^ iriia 
was a man of a very vioknt and hafty temper* 
Segrais fays of him, " The Prince of Ccmd€ ufed 
^^ to write without taking his pen from die paper 
^^ till he had finiflied a fentence» and without pM^ 
^^ ting any points or adjuncts to his letters.^ 



ix/c 
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jyUC DE LA ROCHEPOUCAUtr. 

" THE Authoi" of the celebrated Maxims which 
** bear his nanrie was not a man of leatning/' fays 
Segrais, ^^ but he was a nEian of great good 
fenfe, and had a perfect knowledge of the 
world. This put him upon making re- 
*^ fle(5lions9 and upon reducing into aphorifms 
<^ what he had been able to difcoter in the heart 
<* of man, with which he was moil intimately acT- 
•* quainted/' 

M. de hi Rochefoucault was (o accurate in the 
compoTition of his little book, that as he finiflied a 
Maxin^) he ufed to fend it to his friends for their 
opiirion upon it. Segrais aflerts, that fomc of his 
Maxims were altered thirty times* l*he Maxim, 
** that it fliews a wretched poverty of mind to 
** have but one fort of underftanding," took its 
rife from Boileau and Racine, who were extremely 
ignprant of every thing except poetry and literature. 

<< M. de la Rochefoucault/' adds Segrais, 
** would have made a better Governor for the 
^' Dauphin, Louis the Fourteenth's only fon, than 
** the Duke of Montaufierj" being a man of 
"grekt fweetnefs of temper, extremely infimiattng in 
his addrefs, and exceedingly agreeable in couver* 

t a fation. 
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fation. M. de la Rochefcucault could never belong 
to the French Academy, as he could never muftcr 
up courage enough to deliver to the Academy the 
fpecch which it was neceflary to make in order to 
be admitted into that body. 



CARDINAL BE RETZ. 

HENAULT applies this paflage in Tacitus to 
this celebrated Demagogue : " Non tarn pratniis 
** pc}iculoruin<i quam ipfts pericuUs^ latus pfo 
^^ certis et olim partis^ novoy ambigua^ ancipitia^ 
*' malUhat,'* T he fagacious Richelieu early dis- 
covered the difpofition of De Retz, and according 
to Segrais, though he was of an antient and an 
iilullrious family, never intended to give him a 
benefice of any value or coafcquence. In very 
eiirly life De Retz wrote the " Hiftory of the 
." Confpiracy of Fiefqui againft the Aridqcracy 
*' of Genoa," in which he took the part of the 
Confpi rater. He feems by nature to have 
had all the qualities requifite to become a favourite 
with the people. Brave, generous, eloquent, full 
of rcfourccSj and fettered by no principle, he 
dazzled the multitude of Paris, who feem ever to 
have been more taken with actions of eclat and 

of 
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of enterprize, than all the efforts of modeft and 
humble virtue. On feeing one day a qarbine 
levelled at him by fome one he did not know, 
he had the prefence of. mind to cry out, *' If 
>* your Father, Sir, were now feeihg what you were 
" about I" This fpeech immediately difarmed the 
furvof theaflaffin. 

The Cardinal feems nearly to have made an 
ample compenfation for the follies and irregu- 
larities of his youth by the honeft confeffion he 
made of them in his Memoirs, fje appears in 
them to have been a man of great tJents, and of 
good natural difpofition, perverted by vanity, and 
the dcfire of that diftindlion, which, if not acauired 
ty honeft means, difgraces inftead of dignifying 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to poffefs it. 
Had he dire(^^ed his great powers of mitid in en- 
deavours to unite, inftead of efforts to divide 
})is unhappy and diftra(Scd country, he would have 
endeared himfelf moft effedlually to his country- 
men, and would have deferved the praifes of pof- 
terity, by exhibiting an example which too rarely 
occurs, of a Politician facrifjcine his refentment to 
the good of the State. 

The Memoirs of this celebrated Perfonage, 
written by himftlf, are extremely fcanty and im- 
perfefl: they give no account either of the early 
or of the laUcr part of his life. He enti*ufted 

L 3 the 



150 ANECDOTEl OF fiOMC 

the Manufcript to fome Nuns of a Convent 
near Con>erc| in Lorraine, who garbled them,. 
James the Second, however, fold the laft Puke of 
Ormond^ tl^at he had feen a perfect copy of them) 
which was lent to him by Madame Caumartin*, 

Joli, his Secretary^ defcribeshjs^Jafter in his re* 
treat at Comerci in no very fayour2d)le manner; soi " 
idling away his time in hiJnting, going to puppe(« 
ihows^now^nd then pretending toadminifter ji^flicQ; 
^mongft his tenants, writing a page or two of his 
own life in folio, and fettling fome points in diQ 
genealogy of his f;unily-*-that of (londi. The. 
Cardinal's reply to Joli's remonftrances to him ot\ 
this fubjedl was a cuiious pne: *^ I know all • 
<( this as well as you do, but I don*t diink yoii 
'* will get any pne el(e to believe what you lay of 
*f me." An opiniofi fo highly advantageous tQ 
the Cardinal's talents and character had gone ouf 
into the worlds that the people qf Frai^ce coul4 
not bring themfelves to thinly ill of one who had 
been a very popular Demagogue amongft them^ 

On the 4^7 \^ wl^ich he was permitted to have 
an audience of Louis the Fourteenth at Verfailles, 
the Court w^ extremely full^ and the higheft ex« 
pe£lations were formed pf t)^e qianners ^d ap* 
p^arance of the Cardinal : when however they ikw 
an bump-back'd, bow-legg'd, dec^epid old maq, . 
who perhaps did not feel much elevated with his 

fitu* 
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fitttation> itheir e:^pe(Sladon8 were fadly di&p- 
poin^ed ; and particularly fo, when his Sovereign 
merely faid to him, " Your Eminence is grown 
** very gray fince I laft faw you.'* To this the 
Cardinal replied9 ^' Any perfon, Sire, who has the 
f* misfortune to incur your Majefty's difpleafure, 
^* will very readily become gr^y/' 

S^. Evremond has preferved an anecdote of the 
Cardinal's ooblenefs of mind and liberality during 
bis retreat at Comerci. As he was riding ov|t on 
borfeback, he was fi^rrounded by fome Spaaifh fol-* 
dicrs Jhat were in the neighbourhood. The Officer 
(lowever, on being told his name, ordered him to 
lie re}eafed, and d^fmounting from his horfe, made 
^n apology for the behaviour of his fqldiers. The 
Cardinal, taking a v^uable diamond ring from his 
finger, prefented it to the Officer, faying, ^* Pray, 
f* Sir, at leaft permit n;e to render your little 
f* excurfion not entirely ufelefs to you." 

De Ret^ refigned the Archbifliopric of Paris, 
and procured in exchange for it the rich Abbey of 
St. Denis. He ijved long enough to pay all hi^ 
debts, and divided his tjm^ t^etween Paris and 
^t. Denis : at the latter p|ace he died ;it a very 
advanced age, ^nd in the ftrpngeA fentiments of 
piety and devotion. He is occafionally mentioned 
in Madame de Sevigne's Letters, as a man of great 
talents for converiktion, and much afHidled with 

L 4 the 
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the head-ach. H2 had the honefty to fay of 
Limfcir, *^ Marilcind fuppofed me extremely en ter- 
•' nrifing and dauntlefs when I was young, and J 
^^ was much more fo than they could poffibly. 
^* imagine:'* and this may be readily acknow- 
ledged, from an anfwer which he made to fome^' 
one who reproached him, when he was young, 
with owing a great deal of money* "Why, man/': 
replied he, " Caefar, ac my age, owed fiX times 
" as much as I do/* 

No one knew better how to manage and 
cajole the multitude than Cardinal de Rfetssf 
did, yet he complains that they. left him at the 
Jngelus* bell to go to dinner. One of his maxims 
refpecSling the aflcmbling of that many-headed 
Monfter (hculd be diligently confidered both 
by the Leaders of Parties and by the Governors 
of Kingdoms : " ^liconque affcmbU le Ptuple^ 
" lemeut — Whoever brings the people together, 
*' puts them in a ftate of commotion," 



CARDINAL MAZARIN, 

on his triumphant return to Paris, after the Peace 
of the Pyrenees, created a great number of Dukes ; 
and on being afked why he was fo profufe of that 
honour, he replied, '* I will make fuch a number, 

" that 
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** that it fliall be difcraceful to be a Uukc and 
** not to be a Dalcc." Though a very able, he 
was a very timid Mlnifter. His brother the 
Cardinal of Aix ufcd to fay of him, ** Only maLc 
** a little buftle, and he will defift." One of his 
fivoiiritc mcafurcs was procraftination. ** Time 
and I againit any oth:?r two pcrfonages," was his 
reply, when urged to bride and violent meafures, 
Marafin w<^ an extremely handfome man, 
and had a very fine face: this he was fo 
anxious to prefjrvc, that not many days before he 
died, he gave audience to the foreign Miniftcrs 
with his face p.iintjd. This made the Spanifh 
Mini ft er f.\y, " Foila tm portrait qui refemhie a M. 
*« le Cardinal,'' As Tacitus (iiys of Tiberius, 
thouiih now his ftroncrth and his conftitution be- 
gan to fail, yet his difTimulation continued as 
pcrfe£l as ever. He fent for the Prince of Condc, 
and told him fomething cbnfidc'ntially, which the 
Prince was the more inclined to believe, as he faw 
the dying ftate in which his Eminence was. A litdc 
time after his death, to his great aftonifhmcnt, 
he found that even in t!:at awful fituation the 
Cardinal had not told him one word of truth, 
Mazarin exhibited in himfelf a fmgular in- 
llance of the viciffitudes of fortune. He was of 
^ very low cxt:a£tion, had been a gambler, be- 
came 
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fzme Prime MiniAer of a great Country, wa«' 
afterwards jbanifhed and a price fet upon hi$ bead^ . 
and then returned triumphantly to bi^ Adminii^ 
tratton wntb greater power than ever. Madame da 
Baviere iays, tha^ he wa^ married to his Sovereign 
Anne of Auftria^ and tbaf he tre^t^d l^r extremeljf 

ill. 

The Cardinal was by no means a, ^nguinary 
A^intder; he let the People talk and w^ite as tbe]p 
pleafedy and i>e a£led a^ he plcafed. A colle£lio^ 
of the fatires written againft htm was preferved ii| 
the Colbert Library ^t Paris : it confiflfd of fort^jf* 
fix voium^s in qqarto. WRen he laid any neytf 
tax, he ufed to ^(k his confidant^ what the 
good people of Paris were doing, whether they 
wejre fidiculjng him, and making fongs and epf« 
grams upon him. When be was anfwered in thQ 
aiErmative, he ufed to fay^ ^^ I can never have any , 
<' reaibn to fear a Nation which vents its fpleen fei 
¥■ very gaily; l«t them laugh <>n." 

When the Cardiiial was obliged to quit Pa^rify 
bis e(Fe(fls >yere fold at public au£tion; his very 
valuable libfary was bought for the Court of Brunf** 
>vick, and is at prefent in the capital of that Quchy. 

Mazartn appears once in bis life to have been 
in a very enviable fltuation. When the French 
and ^aaiih armies were drawn up in order o^ 

battle 
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battle near Cafal| in the fpring of the year 1651^ 
;ind were about to engage, Mazaiin galloped be- 
tween them with his hat in his hand, exclaiming 
loudly, "Ptf/.v/ paixf'* The armies immediate- 
ly halted, and in a few days afterwards peace was 
figned at Querafcjue, under the mediation of Urban 
the Eighth, whofe nephew, the Cardinal Legate^ 
JVJafzarin atte^'^deJ on that happy occafion. The 
talents difplayed by the laUer in the negociation, 
and the good oHices he rei>dered the French Nation, 
fecpmmended him to Louis the Thirteenth and the 
Cardinal dc Richelieu. Ma^arin, when Minifter, 
caufed a Medaj to be ftruck in commemoration of 
^his event, in which he is rpprefented galloping 
J)etween the two armies. On the reverfe is this 
fnotto, *♦ Nu/t£ arffi fervire labor ;" and how in- 
fieed can a maq fervc the world better than bjr 
procuring it the bleflings of peace ; by (lopping 
^hc lighs of the widow, the tears of the orphan, * 
^nd the anguifh of the parent; by checking the 
ravages of difeafe, of peftilence, and of famine; 
^nd by preventing the devafiation of the univerfc, 
and the deftruftion of the human race ! To any 
Prime Minifter may we pot £iy, Ha tibi Jint 
atfis ? 

Don Louis de Haro, the SpaniQi Minifter, faidof 
Ma^arin, th&t he had one infuperablc defecl as a 

Poli- 
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Politician, that he alvvap meant to deceive thofe 
with whom he v/as treating, and of courfeput every 
aac upon their guard againft his tricks and finefles *. 

Not many days before the Cardinal died, a 
comet appeared in France, Some of his fyco* 
phants, who were in his bed-chamber, told him, 
that as it was impoflible for a man of his rank and 
talents to go out of the world in an ordinary way, 
this awful phenomenon of the Heavens was to 
announce to the world thq death of fo g^eat a 
* Stated-nan a:id fo confummate a Politician ashim- 
felf. Masarin coolly replied, " En vertte^ J^^^f" 
** JieurSy la comete me fait trop d^honncur,** " 

By way of faving his eftate to his heirs, and of 
quieting his confcience on'his death-bed, he made 
a donation to his Sovereign Louis the Fourteenth 
of all his immenfe property. The King very 
nobly returned it to his heirs. 

Befjdes one Bi(hopric, the Cardinal pofleffed, as 
Commendatary Abbot, nine rich Abbeys in 
France. 

* TiiC Spanifli Proverb fays acutely, ** A man is a fool 
** whodocs not confide r, that whilft he is thinking, twenty 
" pcriuiis are thinking likewifc.'* 
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OMER TJLOTT, 

ATTORKEY-GENERAL OF THE PARLIAa^EKT 

OF PARIS. 

THIS intelligent and inflexible Magiftratc 
having, in afpe^ch which he made in tlic Parliament 
of Paris to Anne of AuAria, during the minority 
of Louis the Fourteenth, touched gently upon the 
diftreflcs of the common people of the kingdom oT 
France, fi)und himfclf treated with flight and cooJ- 
nefs by her Majefty at the next audience he had 
of her. ** This," fays he, "was owing to the 
*' mifreprcfertation of the Mini iters, and fomc of 
" the vermin who frequent palaces." 

1['alon having on fome occafion taken a part 
which picafcd the Qt^ieen and the Court, CardirwJ 
Mazarin fcnt for him, and after paying him fomc 
compliments on his behaviour, offered him an 
Abbey for hi^ brother. Talon very politely refufed \l% 
adding, tbnt as his late cundu(fl had nothing in view 
but the fcrvice of the King and the fati8fa»5tion of 
his own confcicnce, he fhould be extremely un- 
happy, if there was the lead fufpicion afforded to 
the world at large that he had aftcd from other 
motives. *' I love," added this honeft Frcricli- 

man. 
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man, " both the King Rnd the Parliament, wiifi- 
^ out being ilnJer any apprehenfion that this ap-^ 
** parent contradlifllon fhoiild do me any prgudice 
•^ with mankind*^^ Ma-zaria fent for him another 
tim^y to requeft him to fpeak in the Parliament 6( 
Paris in faVour of fom(^ Edicts of tlie King, which 
were to be prefented by himfelf in perfon to be 
rcgiftercd by that Aflembly. Talon replied^ 
that he {hould dcJ his duty— that th^ prefence of 
the Sovereign on fuch occafions caufed alwajrs 
trouble and difcontent — that it was therefofcf the 
more neceflafy that he (hould exercife properly 
the fundtiohs of his office without fear and with** 
oirt partiality. M. Talon*s rcafons for qmtting 
public af&trs were thofe which but too often haV6 
ioiptred men as honeft and as well-intentioned as 
btmfelf. *' All refiftance and contradiftion/' fays 
lie, ** to the Governing Powers was inefFeftual 
**^ and ufclefsy who carried every point they wKhed 
•* to gain by violence and conftraint. I was, 
^ however,'* adds he, ." very much aftoniflied 
•* that many hone{> men, who wi/hed well to the 
*« public peace, ftill attended the Parllnment, in 
•• which they were certain that every thing muft 
*• be carried as it pleafed the Princes ; fo that in 
** the fituation in which matters were, it would 
** have been more for their honour, that what was 
^ dpne fbould have been done by the voices of a 

« few 



^ few perfons only^ whofe partiality migbt well 
'^ have been fufpeded, than by the majority of the 
^< Parliament, who had not the power either to do 
" the good^ or to prevent the evil, as they wifhed^ 
** Nevcrthelefs^ the general timidity was fo great, 
** that many perfons were afraid of being fufpcScd^ 
^ if they did not attend that AiTembly; and the 
** majority of thofe who went there did riot con- 
•* fider fo much what opinion they (hculd give, 
*^ as how their peribns (hould be fecure, even 
'* when they had betrayed their confciences, and 
^' had voted on the fame fide with the Princes."-^ 
David Hume fays^ in his Eflay upon Eloquen^ei 
that during the difputes of the Parliament of Parb 
in the time of the Fronde, there appeared manjr 
fymptoms of antient eloquence. ** The Avocat- 
** General Talon," adds he, fromDe Retz, ** irt 
'^ an oration, invoked on his knees the Spirit of 
** St. Louis to look down with compaffion on his 
*^ divided and unhappy people, and to im'pire them 
*^ from Heaven with the love of conc^d 9nd una- 
** nimity." 
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M O L Ey 

PRESIDENT OF THE PARLIAMENT OF PARldw 

DR RETZ favs* that no anticnt Roman ever 
poCcficd the virtues of courage and o( public fpirit 
in a degree fupe-ior to this great Magiflrate. In 
tlie time rJ the Fronde at Paris, a man prtf . ted a 
dagger to his breall, threaten! iig him with inftant 
death if he would not confent to feme dc^crce pro^ 
pcfed in the Piirliamcnt which M.Molc thouglit 
prejudicial to his country. *' Know, my friend,** 
laid he, looking ftcrnly at him, *' that the dillance 
** is infinite from the dagger of ai\ aCaffin to the 
•* heart of an honeft man." 



F O U C ^U E T, 

SURIN'I ENDANT OF THE FINANCES CF 

FRANCE. 

FOR the honour of letter?, PeliiTon and the 
good La Fontaine re.naincd Lirliful to the Surin* 
tcndant during his di/y ace. P^lulbn fcnt pctitiop.s 

to 
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to Louis XIV. in his favour, and La Fontaine 
wrote vcrfes in commifcration of his hard fate, in 
a flyle of the highcft pathos, a (lyle totally diflimilar 
from his ufual manner. Mademoifelle Dcfliou- 
liercs, the celebrated Poctefs, whom he had patro- 
nifed) contrived to fend him intelligence even into 
that inacceflible fortrcfs the Baftille. The Great, 
who had condcfcended to partake of his favours 
whilft he was in power, completely forfook him 
when he had no longer anything to give them, and 
after he had fo far attended even to their vices, as 
at all the entertainments he gave to put money 
under their plates to enable them to pay their 
lofTes at play. 

Foucquet was confined many years in the for- 
trefs of Pignerol, where he compofed fomc devo- 
tional Treatifes* It is not known whether he was 
ever permitted to return to Paris. St. Simon, in 
his Memoirs, gives a very curious account of the 
meeting between him and his fellow-prifoner the 
Duke of Laufun at Pignerol. 



P ELISSO 1^. 

THIS elegant Writer contrived to be fent to 
the Baftille, to give his patron M. Foucquet in- 
telligence of what bad been done refpe6):ing his 

VOL. II. M tr'al. 
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trial. Whilft he was confined there, he wrote a 
Poem called " Eurymedonj" " perfuaded/' fays 
his Biographer, *' that by a great effort of appli- 
*< cation of mind to a particular fubje£t, he (hould 
** alone be able to foften the rigours of confine- 
" ment/' He wrote the following lines on the 
walls of his cell i 

Doubles grilles a gros cloux^ 

Triples partes, forts 'verroux^ 

Aux antes *uraiment mechantes 

Vous reprefentez l*enfcr^ 

Mais aux antes innocent es 

Vous rhUes que ilu hois^ des pierres^ et dufer. 

Voltaire fays, there are no compofitions in the 
French language, which in ftyle and manner more 
refemble the orations of Tully than the remon- 
ftrances of Peliflfon to Louis XIV. in favour of 
M. Fottcquet. 



MARSHAL RANTZAU. 

WHAT contrarieties often occur in the fame 
perfon 1 How the indulgence of one vice often 
prevents the exertion and the advantage of many 
good qualities, and of many virtues ! Auberi du 
Maurier, in his ** M(moire$ de HambtUrg^** thus 
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tJefcribes the celebrated Marlhal Rantzau — " He 
*'• was a German of high birth, and a General of 
" fuch great note, that Mazarin ufed to oppofe 
" him to the Prince of Conde, when that great 
" Commander had the misfortune to be in arms 
*' againft his country and his Prihce.^' M. Rant- 
zau pofleffed admirable qualities both of body and 
mind. He was tali, fair, and very handfome. To 
fee him only, one would fay he was born to com-* 
ma'nd. He was the fined horfeman ever beheld. 
He would hit a fingle piece of money with a piftol 
at a hundred paces diftant. He was . invincible 
with the fmall-fword. He fpoke the principal lan- 
guages of Europe, and had a general tafte for the 
fciences. He was acquainted with all the great 
Generals of the age, having fnade war under them 
from the moment he wafe able to bear arms. He 
faid in converfation many lively things ; and as an 
infallible proof of the force of his eloquence in any 
council of war in which he ever fatj he always 
drew over the other Members to be of his fenti- 
ments, fo ably did he fupport them with powerful 
reafons. If he fpoke well, he wrote flill better; 
To his courage nothing was impoifible. He pof- 
feffed perfe6l coolnefs in the greateft danger, and 
found expedients under the greateft misfortunes. 
His liberality procured him the love and eftetm of 
his foldiers, and no General knew bow to give his 

M 2 orders 
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orders fo well. But fo many eTfcellent and rare 
virtues were effaced by his great vices. Never 
Was there a more determined debauchee. ,He loved 
wine and women to excefs, and the moft feafoned 
drinkers were afraid of him. He fought their 
company from all parts, and no one could equal 
him in this fpecies of vice. He fometimes re- 
mained in a Aate of infenfibility for whole days. 
The diforder that reigned in his private aflFairs was 
inconceivable. He gave away whatever he "had 
about him without difcrimination, and he always 
had much money in his pocket, which he was 
robbed of during his inebriety. Thus, like a cafk 
without a bottom, all the riches of India would not 
have been fufficient for him, and he found himfelf 
compelled to fell all his effefts for Httle or nothing. 
He often loft his beft friends for a bon-mot. Du 
Maurier, who was Rantzau's great friend, told 
this extraordinary man one day, that his excefles 
and irregularities would deftroy his health, and that 
they would prevent his rifing to the principal em- 
ployments in the State, " I would not," anfwered 
he, darting a moft ferocious and haggard look upon 
Du Maurier, *^ I would not give up my pleafures 
** to become Emperor of Germany." His ex- 
ceftcs, during the fiege of Dunkirk by the Spa* 
niards, are thought to have loft that place* He 
.was, however^ confined for fome time in the caftle 

of 
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ofVincennes for th.j iuppofed neglecS, and was 
cleared from any imputation cf treachery or of 
cowardice. He died foon after his releafe. Du- 
ring the fiege of Gravelines, he had one day ap- 
pointed the Duke of Orleans, and fome of the 
principal French Nobility, to fup with him. He 
went, however, in the morning, to pay ^ vifit to 
the famous Dutch Admiral Van Tromp, where he 
got fo drunk v/ith Malaga wine, that he fell under 
the table as if he was dead, and was obliged to be 
put to bed. His Aid-du-camp made an apology 
to the Duke of Orleans for his matter's not being 
able to attend him at fupper, and put it upon an 
CKceffive fwell of the fea, which had prevented hjs 
leaving the Admiral's fhip. 

To Ihew the dangers of ebriety, the Catholic 
Legends tell us of fome Hermit to whom the 
Devil gave his choice of three crimes ; Itwo of 
them of the moft atrocious kind, and the other Jo 
be drunk. The poor Saint chofe the laft, as the 
lead of the three ; but when drunk, committed 
the other two. 

The baneful efFe£ls of this pernicious vice upon 
the body are defcribed by the ingenious Dr. Dar- 
win, in his ^* Zbonomia,'' under an allegory which 
would not have difgraced the fplendid imagination 
cf Lord Bacon himfelf. 

u 2 " Pro- 
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" Prometheus," fays the Doftor, "was painted 
*' as ftealing fire from Hcayen, that might well 
f^ reprefent the inflammable fpirit produced by 
f^ fermentation, which may be faid to animate or 
** enliven the man of clay ; whence the conqueft^ 
** of Bacchus, as well as the temporary mirth and 
** noife of his devotees. J^ut the after*puni(hment 
*' of thofe who fteal this accurfcd fire, is a vulturq 
*' gnawing the liver, and well allegorizes th^ 
** poor inebriate lingering for years under paiiifu). 
'« difeafes." 

And that the graces and energies of poetfy 
pay come in aid of the figure fo ftrongly dcpifted 
jn profe, the fame great Ehyfiologift, in hi$ 
*^ Botanic Garden," in the mod fublime imagery, 
and with the greateft ftrength of perfonification, 
has compofed a pifture which (hould be painted 
and hung. up in every chamber dedicated tp 
Bacchanalian feftivity. 

Dr. Darwin perfonifies the Goddefs of Wine 
under the name of ViTis, who thus addreflfes her 
votaries : 

** Drink deep, fwcet Youths,** fedu^livc Vitis crics^ 
The maudlin tear-drop gliftcning in her eyes; 
Green leaves and purple cluders crown her head, 
And the tall thyrfus ftays her tott'ring tread ; 
" Drink deep," fhe carols, as flie waves in air 
The mantling goblet, " and forget your care. 'V 
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O'er the dread feaft malignant Chymia fcowls, 
And mingles poifon in the ne^ar'd bowls. 
Fell Gout peeps grinning thro* the flimfy fcene, 
And bloated Dropfy keeps behind unfeen. 
WrappM in her robe, white Lepra hides her ftains, 
And filent Frenzy, writhing, bites his chains. 



DESCARTES. 

THIS great Philofopher, who was one of the 
profoundeft thinkers the world ever knew, ufed to 
lie in bed fixteen hours every day with the curtains 
drawn and the windows (hut. He imagined, 
that in that eafy and undifturbed fituation he had 
more command over his mind than when it was- 
interrupted by external objeils, 

Defcartes in very early life ferved as a volunteer 
in the army at the fiege of Rochelle, and in HoJ- 
land under Prince Maurice. He was in garrifon 
at Breda, when Bleerman propofed his celebrated 
nnathematical problem. He gave the folution of 
it, and returned to Paris, where he continued his 
ftudies in mathematics and moral philofophy. 
The philofophy of Ariftotle being then the phi- 
lofophy in vogue in France, Defcartes, who was 
dilTacisfied with it^ and who intended to attack it,* 

M 4 retired 
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retired to Amfterdam, to avoid any perfecutlon he 
might fufFer in his own country for not facrificiog 
to the old and long-revered idol of Peripateticifm. 
This produced the following letter to the cele- 
brated Balzac, who had recommended to him to 
retire into fome Convent in the country, to purfue 
at his eafe his heterodox intention. The letter 
from this great Philofopher to his ingenious friend^ 
admirably defcribes the peace and tranquillity which 
then prevailed in the metropolis of Holland, the 
emporium of the worldj and the feat of libertj^ and 
fecurity, 

*' SINCE you have been infpired with a defire' 
** to quit the world, my dear Balzac, and to bid 
*^ adieu to a fervile Court, you muft excufe my 
" zeal if I invite you to come and fettle at Amfter- 
** dam, and to prefer the refidence of that city 
*' to any one of the famous Francifcan or Carthu* 
«* fian Monafteries (in which there are many good 
*' and pious men), to any of the moft pleafant and 
** falubrious fituatipns of Italy, or even to that 
*^ beautiful hermitage in which you werelaft year, 
*' However perfeft your hermitage was, yet there 
** were feveral things wanting to it, which are only 
*^ t€rh6 found in great cities. To begin with only 
*< one dcfeft, it c2mnot poflibly poffefe that com- 

« pletc 
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** plete and * perfe6i: folitudc which is never to be 
** met with out of a great city. You will in your 
** hermitage, perhaps, find a ftream that will com-. 
** pel the mod talkative pcrfon to be lilent, and "a 
** v.llcy To leciuded as to excite even the moft 
*' inattentive perfon to meditation or to extacy. 
*' But you muft ftill have there many neighbours, 
*' who teize you with their ofFenfive vifits, and 
*' who are continually inviting you to return to 
** Paris; whilfl, on the contrary, I, who am 
** perhaps the only perfon in this city who have no 
*' concern in trade or commerce, (every other* 
*' perfon here being abforbed in bufinefs) can pafs 
" my whole life here without being known to 
" any one. I walk every day as undifturbed 
** amidft the crouds of the anxious and hurrying 
*' multitude, as you can poflibly do in your foli- 
" tary avenue of trees. Nor do I take any more 
** notice of the meii that I meet than you do of the 
*' trees in your woods, or of the animals feeding 
** amongft them : the hum of the bufy multitude 
** no more dilturbs me than the murmuring of a 
^* rivulet. If eyer I chance to turn my thoughts 

** It fhould be remembered in favour of Defcartes' 
opinion of the retirement of a mttropolis, that three of the 
greatell efforts of the human mind Were produced ia 
London — t\\e Effays of Lord Bacon, Sir Ifuac Ncwton'i 
Optics, and Miltoii'b Paradife Loll. 
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** to the avElions of the pcrfons who furround me^ 
•* I receive the fame plcafure from them that you 
*' do from thofe who cultivate the land about you 
•* in your neighbourhood, as I fee that all their 
** labours tend to the decoration of the place where 
** I live, that nothing may be wanting to my plea- 
" Cure or convenience. If it is any pleafure to 
*• you to fee fruit growing in your garden or in 
** your orchard, and that prefcnt itfelf to the eyes 
•' of thofe who walk in them, do you think that I 
** enjoy lefs plcafure in beholding the fhip* that ridfe 
*' in this port, bringing with them all the fruits of 
** the Indies, and whatever is rare or precious in 
** Europe ? What place in any part of the world 
" can you chufe, in which every convenience of 
** life, and in which even every thing that nicety 
•• itfdf can dignify with the name of curious, can 
** be more cafily procured ? In what other fitua- 
5* tion is there grer.ter liberty? Where is there 
*f hhr deep ? Where is there Icfs occafion for 
*' troops to keep order and regularity? Where 
V are poifoning, treachery, calumny, lefs known 
5^ than with us, where there are even veftiges 
^' of the fimplicity of the (lolden Age? I 
f' cannot guefs why you continue fo tranfported 
** with the climate of Italy, where the plague but 
** iGO often makes its raviiges, where the heat in 
> the middle of the day is intol^able, where the 

" cool 
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'* cool of the evenino: is unwholcfome, end where 
.*' thi? filcnt hour of midnight is polluted withmur- 
** der and with robbery. If you arc afraid of the 
** coldnefs of the Netherlands, pray tell me what 
f* (hade, what fprings, can fo completely remedy 
** the fervjd heat of your fummer fun, as ouf 
f' ftoves and our grates defend \is from the rigour 
** of the cold. I hope then to fee you here foon. 
** I have a fmall collection of my meditations to 
M fiicw you, which perhaps you may like to fee. 
t^ Whether you come or not, believe me to bq 
" Your moft humble 

*f and obedient fervant, 

" Descartes.'* 
f^ j/mjlirjam, Sept. 30, 1638." 

Count D'Avaux offered Dcfcartes a penfion^ 
which he refufed, telling this great Negociatbr, 
^ter ret4irning thank? for his generous offer, 
." The Public alone Ihould pay what I do for the 
** Publi<p." ^is Biographer fays, that Defcartes 
became rich by diminilhing his expences, and that 
whiifl he remained in Holland, he always wore a 
plain fuit of black cloth. <* At his table," adds 
he, ** in imitation of the good natured Plutarch, 
** he always preferred fruits and vegetables to the 
** bleeding flelh of animals. His afternoons were 
^< fpeut in the ponverfation of his friends, and u^ 

•« th^ 
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** the cultivation of a fmall garden, when the 
** weather permitted. After having in the 
•* morning fettled the place of a planet, in the 
" evening he would amufc himfelf with watering 
*' a flower/* His health was naturally delicate, 
and he took care of it, without being enflaved 
by that care. *' Though," fays he, in one of 
his letter?, '* I have not been able to find out a 
** method of preferving life, yet I have arrived at 
** one point of no kfs confcquence, and that is, 
** not to be afraid of death.'* 

Dcfcartes, who was naturally of a warm and 
lively difpofition, took great pains to command 
his temper, and uf;id to fay, that to the controul 
under which he had been able to bring hi$ palSons 
by early and continual attention to the regulation 
of them, he was indebted for that ferenity and 
tranquillity of mind which contributed fo greatly 
to his happinefs. 

Defcartes* favourite device was, *' Bene qui 
•* latuity bene vixit j" and he ufed to fay perpe- 
tually, ** I value my independence at fo high a 
♦* rate, that all the Sovereigns in the world cannot 
•' purchafe it from me.*' Yet fo difficult it is 
even for Philofophers not to be flattered by the 
attention of Princes, that Defcartes was prev4iled 
pn by the folici Cations of Chriilina Queen of 

Sweden, 
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Sweden, at an advanced age, and in very delicate 
health, to tranfport hlnifelf to the rude* climate 
of Stockholm, to become the preceptor of that 
fingular Princefs. His refidence in that cold 
country joined to his being obliged to attend the 
Princefs every morning in her library, even in the 
winter, at five o'clock, to give her lelTons, under- 
mined a health too precious to be wafted upon a 
vain and capricious woman. He was foon fcized 
with an inflammatory fever, in confequence of 
this change in his manner of living, and became 
delirious; exclaiming in that fituation, when the 
Phyficians propofed to let him blood, '^ Mejjieursy 
*' epargnex lefang Fran pi s^ je vous en fupplieJ** 

Defcartes is dcfcribed by one who knew him, as 
a man offmall (lature, rather of a dark complexion, 
with a countenance of continual ferenity, and a 
very pleafmg tone of voice* He was extremely 

♦ This appears the more extraordinary, as Defcartes 
had written to M. Chanut, the French Ambaffador at the 
Court of Sweden (who was the negocj^tor betweca 
Chriftina and the Philofopher), in the following terms : 
** A man,'* fays he, '* born in the Gardens of Touraine, 
** and fettled in a country (that of Holland) where there 
•* is indeed Icfs honey, yet more milk than in the Land of 
** Promife, cannot eafily bring himfelf to quit that coun- 
" try, to go and live in one inhabited by bears, and fur- 
•* rounded with rocks and Ice." 

liberal, 



174 ANECDOTES OF SOME 

liberal, nn excellent friend and a kind mafler, ani 
fo little fenfible to refentments, that he ufed to fay, 
** When any perfon does me an injury, I endea* 
•* vour to elevate my mind fo high, that the in«* 
** jury cannot reach it.'* Defcartes, like niany 
other ingenious men, had applied himfelf a little 
to the fludy of medicine, and like many other in- 
genious men, who do not make a regular pro- 
feffion of an art fo complicated though fo highly 
ufeful to mankind, and which depends fo much upon 
experience and obfervation, occasionally fell Into 
grofs errors. The ftomach he ufed to compare 
to the refcrvoir of a corn-mill, which if not con- 
tinually fupplied with frefli aliment, is deflroyed 
by the trituration of its own mufcles. He was 
therefore, in order to prevent this fuppofed mif- 
chief, continually mafticating fomelightandinnu- 
tritious fubftance. 

That fublime genius and excellent man Pafcat, 
in fpeaking of the philofophy of Defcartes, fays, 
*' I can never forgive Defcartes. He was 
** very anxious throughout the whole of bis phi- 
** lofophy to do without a Firft Caufe } yet 
*' he could not prevent himfelf from giving 
*' it a gentle fillip, in order to put the world 
*' in movement, and there he leaves it/* Father 
Paulian, an Ex-Jtfuit of Avignon, wrote a book' 
intiUed ** Le Pa'tx cyitre Defcartes et Newt§n^* 

but. 
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V)ut like moft other ncgociators whoarenot in the 
fecret of thofe for whom they negociate, and more 
cfpecially when they are not comraiflloned by 
them, by no means carries his kind intentions int© 
execution. 

Defcartes had for his pupils three PrmccfTes^ 
and though he died in the fervice of Chriftina, 
he ever preferred the Princcfs Elizabeth ♦, daughter 
of Frederic the Fifth, to her ; at which the 
vain and infolent Chriftina was not a little 
offended. Defcartes dedicated his " Principia** to 

_ » 

the Princefs Elizabeth, and tells her in his Dedica- 
tion, that he had never found any one except herfclf 
who completely underftood his philofophy. 

On the execution of Charles the Firft, uncle 
to this accompliflied and excellent Princefs, Def- 
cartes wrote to her as follows : 

** MADAM, 

** AMIDST much bad news that I have been 
** fo unfortunate as to hear nearly at the lame 
^^ time, that which has the mofl aiFet^edme, has 

** been 

• Elizabeth, eldcft daughter of Frederic V. Elc£Vor 
Palatine and Kini^ of Bohenvia, by Anne, daughter of 
Jamc« the Firft, King of England. She refufed to marry 
Ladiflaus the Seventh, King of Poland, She was Abbcfs 
of ;he rich Protellant Abbey of Hexvorden, which, under 
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*' been the illnefs of your Royal 'Highncfs. And 
•* though I have been made acquainted with yjur 
** recovery, I cannot quite efface from my me- 
" mory the forrow which the account of your 
*' illnefs gave me. The dcfire that you felt within 
*' you to make verfes during the tinie of your in- 
•* difpofition, reminds me of Socrates, who, ac- 
*' cording to Plato, had the fime defire wKilft he 
" was in prifon. And I think that the inclination to 
'* make vtrfcs, aiifes from a (Irong agitation of 
" the animal fpirits, which may entirely derange 
** the imagination of ihofc who have not a flrrong 
** and a fteady mind, but which only in a certain 
*' degree animates and illumines perfons of a found 
*' head, and difpofts thein to become poets. And 
" I take this enthuiuifin to be the mark cf an un- 
" derttanding more ftron;;; and more exalted than 
*' the common run of UiulciftanJings. If I were 
*' not well afllirtd that ycui'b was of that defcrip- 
" tion, I (hould have been much afraid that you 
** would have been extremely afHi<Scd with the 
^ news of the dreadful cataftiophe of the tragedies 
" of England. Hut I can promife to myfelf, that 
*' your Hiji^'injfs, fo ion^ accuftoned to reverfe* 

her influence, becnnu one of tb»: firft fchools of the Car* 
tcfian Pbilof 'pliy. She rf ed in 1680, greatly regret cd 
by the men of learning of her tTnr>r,.\vhom (he patronized^ 
\viihout diftinciion ui country or of religion. 

*' of 
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'•^ of fortune, and having fo lately incurred the 

^* rifle of lofing your life, will not be fo muck 

^ furprized and troubled at hearing of the death 

** of one of your near relations, as if you had not 

•* been before acquainted with misfortune. And 

** although the death of the King of England 

^* {however violent and unprecedented) feems to 

^ bear an afpeft much more horrid than if his 

^ Majefty had died in his bed ; yet, taking all the 

•' circumftances together, it is much more gloriou$» 

'**' it is much more fortunate, and it is much more 

*' pleafant ; fo that the very thing )vhich particu* 

^* larly aflids the bulk of mankind, affords con- 

^< folatioa to you. For furely \t is very glorious 

^ to die in fuch a manner as to make onefelf genc^« 

'^ rally lamented, praifed, and regretted, by adl 

*^ thofe who have any fentiments of humanity* 

'< And it is very certain, that without this cruel 

^* tri^, the clemency and the virtues of the d^r 

^< ceafed King would never have been fo noticed nor 

^^ fo eileemcd as they are at prefent, and ever will 

^* be by thofe who read his fad hiftory. I am well 

^^ convinced, that the confcioufneis of his owa 

*' innocence gave him more fati$fd<^ion in the laft. 

*^ moments of his life, than his indignation (wh'cli 

^ they fay was the only p^fSon ob&rved in him) 

^^ gave him concern. As for the pain of his death, 

'* I put that out of the account, his pain was of 

VOL. XI. N <« fuch 
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^^ fitch ihort duration. For if murders CoukI 
*^ employ a fever, or any odier of the difeafirs 
*^ with which nature is accuftomed to fend num^ 
^* kind out of the world, one fhould have good 
*< reafon to think them more cruel than they really 
*' are when they deftroy Irfe by a ftroke of the 
<' axe. But I dare no longer dwell upon fo fne« 
^' lancholy a fubjedt^ and add only, that it is 
<' much better to be delivered from a ialfe hope^ 
•* than to be fruitlefly encouraged in it.*' 

4 4 * * * >» 

*^ Asfbrmyfelf, molt e'xcellehf Princefs, whd 
^^ am attached to no particular fpot^ I would 
•* readily change Holland, ot even France, for any 
•* country whatever, could I be afliired to find it 
<^ in peace and feCurity, aiid had no other reafon 
** for particularly fettling there but thcj beauty of 
•• the country. But therd is no place in the world, 
** however unpleafafit and inconvenient, in which 
•* I fliduld not think myfelf happy to fpend the 
'* remd^def of my days, if your Highnefsrefided 
** in it, and in which I was Capable of rendering 
** you any fervice^ as I am entirely,* and without 
" refer ve, 

*^ Your Highnefs's very obedient fervant, 

** DESCARTES.•^ 

Defcar^es 
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Defcartes had continually in his mouth theft 
lines frotn Seneca the Tragic Poet : 

//// mors gravis incubaii 
^i n$ius nimis omnibus'^ 
Tgnotus tnwititr Jib'u 

On him Death heavily mud fall^ 

And double terror own, 
Who knowii, alas i too well to all^ 

Dies to himfelf unknown* 



ABBt RUCELLAI. 

i 

THE efFeft of motive upon the human fram< 
was perhaps never better ijluftrated than in the 
account of Abbe Ru^ellai, thus defcribed in that 
Entertaining book, written by Dom Noel 
d'Argonne, a Carthufian friar of Gallion in Npr- 
mandy, entitled, " Melanges d'^HiJioire et de la 
•* Literature^ par Vigneuil de Merveille.^^"^ 
•* This Abbe was the great nephew of the cele- 
*' brated Monfignor de la Cafa, fo well known by 
^' the excellence of his Italian writings: he 
*• came from Rome to Paris with Mary de Medi- 
** cis, wife of Henry the Fourth, where he lived 
^\ in great fplendor and profuflon. He ufed to have 

"^ 1 ^' ierved 
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*' (srved up at his tabic, during the defirt, hoSoos 
*^ enamelled in gold full of eflbices, perfimietyof 
*' gloves, fans, and even piftoles, for lus company 
*^ to play with. By thefe circumftances one may 
*^ readily judge what ibrt of a perlbn M. Ruf ellai 
<' was. His delicacy in every thing was exceffive : 
^ he drank nothing but water, but it wa^ a water 
^ that was brought from a great diftaoce, and 
^ which was to be drawn drop by drop (if one 
^^ may h exprefs it). The lead thing in the world 
^' diflrefTed him : the fun,, the dew, hea^ coM, the 
'^ leaft change in the atmofphere feemed to have 
*^ an effeA upon his conftitution? The mere ap« 
^< prehenfionofbecoming ill would make him keep 
** his room and put himfelf to bed. It is to him 
<^ that our phyflcians are obliged for the invea- 
^ tion of that difeafe without a difeafe, calleif 
<< Vapours, which makes the emplojrment of thofe 
*^ perfons who are idle, and the fortunes of thofe 
** who attend them. The poor Abbe gro^e<f 
<^ greatly under the weight of thefe trifles, daring" 
<^ to undertake nothing where there was the leaft' 
^* trouble or fetigue. At laft however, goaded 
** by ambition, or rather perhaps from a defire ta 
<^ revenge himfelf upon fome perfon who be 
^ thought had not ufed him well, he undertook 
<* to ferve his old miftreis, Mary de Medicit, in 
^ (bme ftate intrigues which were very compli- 

M cated^ 
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^ etted) and which required great adivtty. At 
^ firft, the fight of that trouble which had always 
^ appeared to him to be fo dreadful a things was 
^ very near making him abandon hit undertaking; 
^ but getting the better of his fears, he became 
« To hardy and fo aAivC) that his friendsi who 
*< faw him work hard all the day and take no reft 
^ at night) who faw him riding poft upon the 
^ moft execrable horfeS) and not caring what he 
^< ate or drank, but contented always with what 
M he found, ufed in joke to a(k him news of the 
*^ Abbj Ru^ellai) pretending not to know what 
*^ was become of him, or what perfon had changed 
^< fituations with him, or into what other body the 
«« Abba's foul had tranfmigrated.*^ 



REG N A R D. 

THE life of this celebrated French Gomtc Poet 
appears to have been a life of real romance. He 
was born at Paris in 1647. His great pai&on 
throughout life was that of travelling. In return- 
ing from Italy to France by an Engliih merchant 

N 3 ihip) 
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ihip, be was taken prifoner by an ^Igenne yefleli' 
and carried with the re/l of the crew to Algiers^ 
\vherc he was fold for a flave to one of the prin-* 
cipal perfons of that city. Regnard, being a. very^ 
good cook, was in confequence of his knowledge 
in that very ufeful art taken notiqe of by his niafter^ 
and treated with great lenity. He was however 
detedled jn an ♦ intrigue witl> on^ of th^ womea. 
of hi^ mailer's feraglio, and was fentenced eithefw 
to be impaled, or to turn M^omet^, T^e 
Frei^ch Conful at Algiers, wl^o had juft received; 
a very confiderable fum of money ^) purcbafe 
Regnard's liberty, made ufe of it (o procure him 
bot|i that and his life. Regnard, agai^i a free man^ 
returned to France ; having however the ^out d^ 
la vie vagabonde (as he calls it), he travelled into 
Flanders and Holland, and from thence toDenmark^ 
the Sovereign of which country adviflng him to vifit 
Lapland, he and two other Frenchmen (whom he 
chanced to meet at Copenhagen) went together 
into Lapland as (ar as the extremity of the Gulpi^ 
of Borneo, and extended their travels even to 
thp Frozen Sea* Stopping herei z^ (h^y poyld 
not poilibly go any farther, Regnar^ had thefe lines 

* "l^he prii^cipal circumftances of this intrigue Regnar^ 
)m worked up into a Novel cj^lled *• La^ Prov^n^ale.* 

4^ngrave4 
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engraved upon a ftone on a mountain near that 
imtneufe rcpofitory of ice : 

Gallia nos genuU^ vifiit nos Africa^ Gangem 
HaiffimkSf Euvpamque $culis luflravimus omncfrf, 
Cqfibus et vanis afli terr/ique marique 
Siflimus b)£ tcmdem qud nobis defuit orbis* 

In Gallia born, by fcorchin^ Afric view'd^ 
And bath*d in Ganges' ctnfecrated flood, 
We've fcen whatc'erof nature aad of art, 
To wond'ring eyes, all Europe can impart | 
By Fate's kind power enabled to withfland 
The various perils of the fca and land. 
Here then we ftop \ here fix our lad retreat \ 
VVhejre the world clofes on our wanderine fcct^ 

No one feems to have felt more fenfibly, or ts^ 
have defcribcd more forcibly, the miferies of an 
idle and undefignated life than M. Regnard. Iqi 
fome port in which he was becalmed, he thus e3|:- 
preiTes his fenfations on the fubjed:— ** The 
** whole time in which we were becalmed/* fays 
he^ ** was not entirely loft to me. Every day J 
^* went to the top of fome high and pointed roclP| 
** from which the view of the fea, and of ^e pre- 
'< cipices that furrounded it, correfpondedperfeAly 
^' well with my meditations. In thefe conver* 
^^ fations with myfelf, I laid open my ownfelf to 
'* mj fc}f, I endeavoured to difcovcr, in the ycry 

K 4 ^^ inqioft 
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^' inmoft reocflesof my heart, the fentimeftts Aae 
*< had been before concealed from me ; and I hw 
^ them as they were in reality, and without dif- 
^* guife. I threw my eyes back upon the agitations 
^ of my paft life, where I &w. defigns without 
** execution, and enterprises without fuccefi. I 
^* coniidered my prefent ftate of life, my continual 
** change of place, my conftant though ufelefe 
^ travels, and the continual emotions with which 
** I was harralled* I recognized myfelf ut tx>o 
^^ well under every one of thefe fituatiorf/, into 
'^ which mere caprice, mere ficklenefs had direfted 
*' me, without being able to allow even my vanity 
** and felf-love to tell me anything in my favour. 
'^ I then began to make a juft eftimate of. what 
<^ I had been doing ; I became but too fenfible 
^* how contrary all that I had ever done was to 
^< the proper bufinefs of life, which confifb in 
<< quiet and in tranquillity; and that that happy 
<^ ftate of mind is ouly to be found in fome agree- 
^< able profefiion or budrkefs, which arrefts .the 
<' human mind in the fame manner as an anchor 
^^ ftpps a vefTel in the midft of a ftorm. 

<^ There is perfaapp," adds M. Regnard, ^ no- 
<^ thing more difEcuIt in human life than thechdce 
<^ of a profei&on. Hence it happens, that there 

r 

^^ are To many perfons who live without any pro- 

" feffion. 
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** /cffion,and who exift in t perpetual and difgrace- 

*^ All indolence, not fpending their time in the 

^* way in which they Mrould wi(h to fpend it, but 

^ as they have been accuftomed to fpend it, whe- 

^ ther from their apprchenfion of difficulty, from 

^^ their love of idlenefs, or their .^iflike to labour. 

** The life of thefe mifcrable perfons is a ftate of 

«< perpetual agitation ; and if, at an advanced 

^< period of life, they feem to be fixed to any things 

^^ it is not the diflike to motiony but their inability 

" to move, that is the caufe of it. Thefe peffon$ 

^' are continually accufing Fortune of having 

treated them ill: they are continually com* 

plaining of the badnefs of the times, and the 

•* wickednefs of the age. They are continually 

** flying from one place to another, and are never 

** pleafed with any. In winter they are too cold, 

•* in fummer they are too hot. If they make a 

** voyage by fca, they are foon tired of the incon- 

** veniencies of being on (hip-board; if they 

*' travel by land, they are incommoded by duft, 

•* by bad horfes, by bad inns. If they go to any 

** place,' they are foon tired of it, and go to fome 

** other place. Thus flying ever from tbemfelveSy 

they always carry with them their own incon* 

ftancy of mind, yet appear to forget, that the 

^^ caufe of their wretcbednef^ is within themfelves. 

** and 



cc 
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** ^nd do not remember what Horace has long 
*' ;igo told them, 



^T atria quis exiet^ 

Se quoque fugit f 

thqs cxquifitcly tranflated by Mr. HaftingV 

What vagrant from his native land 
E\s left himfelf bQhiad I 

One of the moft ftrifeing pi<5hjres that was evc|r 
m^de of the wretchednefs and mifery of an idle an4 
unappropriated life is to be met with in Lord Cla-* 
rendon's Dialogue on the Want of Refpe<Si: due tQ 
Old Age, in the vojume of his TracSs^ ^hcrc he 
gives the following melancholy accoif nt of one of 
his country neighbours ; 

♦* WhepI vifited this Gentleman in the morxH 
<^ jn^ 1 always fqund him in his bed, ai>d wheq \ 
<^ came in the aftempon be was afleep, and to moft 
^^ mep befides myfejf w^ denied, but was verjr 
*^ willing tp be called when 1 came^ and always 
♦' received me with cheerfulnefe. Once walking 
*^ with him, I dpubted he was melancholy j, and by 
<^ fpending his time fo much in bis bed, and ib 
^^ much alone, that there was fomething which 
*^ t]roubIed him, otherwife that it could not be 
^^ tba^ a man upon whom Qod had poured down 
" fo many blelEngs, in the comfort of fo excellent 

^ a wife. 
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*< a wife, who had brought him fo nuiny hopeful 
^^ children, aj\J in the poneHion of fo ample an 
^^ cAate, (hould appear in the courfc of his Iifo» 
^< and in the fpending of his time, to be fo little 
** contented as he appeared to be, To which, 
** with a countenance a little more ereiSl and 
** cheerful, he anfwcrcd, that he thought himfelf 
" the mod happy man alive in a wife, who was all 
^^ the comfort ho could have in this world i that 
<< he was at fo much eafe in his fortune, that ha 
** cou)d jiot wi(h it greater. But he faid, ho 
M would deal freely with me, and tell me, if he 
** were melancholy (which he fufpedlcd himfelf 
<^ of), what was the true caufe of it: that he had 
•* fomewhat he kncwnot what to do withj his time. 
^* he knew not how to fpcnd, which was the reafou 
^f he loycd his bed fo much, and flept at other 
*' times, which, he faid, he found did already do 
^^ him no good in hi& health. I told him, that I 
^^ had obferved in his clofot many books finely 
^f bound, which I prefumed he might find good 
^f divertjfement in reading, 7'o which he replied, 
M tliat they were all French romances, which he 
** had read enough, and never found himfelf the 
^^ better, for want of fomekind of learning, which 
^^ was ncceflary to make thofe obfervationt which 
<^ might arife even from thefe books ufefuU smd 
i^ \}c confcil'cd that he could not res^i any (ipok for 

<• half 
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•* half an hour together without Heeping. AH 
^^ which, he faid with a deep figh, was to be im* 
^^ puted to the ill education be had had, wbtdl 
^ made him fpend that time in which he ought td 
** have laid up a ftock of knowledgei which would 
*^ have made his age delegable to him, in dancing 
'^ and fuch other trifles, the ikill and perfeftioii 
«* wherein men grow weary of as foon as they arc 
** grown perfeft men, and yet when it is too late 
** to cultivate their minds with nobler ftudies, 
** which they are unapt then to enter upon, be- 
^ caufe they fee what progrefs much younger men 
** have made in thofe ftudies before they begin, 
*• and (b chufe rather to flatter themfelves in their 
** ignorance.*' In the courfe of the narration, it 
appears that the father of this unhappy man had, 
from a foolifti notion that his fon might learn ibme 
vices at the Englifli Univerfities, fentbim to one 
of the French Academies, where, as himfelf told 
Lord Clarendon, *^ Truft me, neighbour," feid 
he, ** all that is learned in thefc Academies is 
** riding, fencing, and dancing, befides fome 
** wickednefles they do not profefs to teach, and 
*^ yet are too eafify learnt, and with diflknilty 
" avoided, fuch as 1 hope our Univerfities are not 
f* infei^ed with. It is true,*' added jhe, *• they 
♦* have men there who teach Arithmetic, which 
♦^ tb^y call phrbfophy *, and the a^ of fortification, 

*' which 
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*< which they call mathematics ; -^ but what 
^ learning they have there I might eafily imagine^ 
^ whenheafTuredme, that in three years which he 
*^ fpent in the Academy, he never faw a Latin book^ 
*^ nor any Mafter that taught anything there, who 
^* would not have taken it very ill to have been 
*^ fufpeded to fpeak or underftand Latin. Oh 
** neighbour," continued he, "I do promife you, 
^^ that none of myichildren (hall have that breed- 
*' ing, left when they come to my age, they know 
** not better to fpend their time than I do." 
Lord Clarendon adds, '* that this unhappy Gen- 
**" tleman's melancholy daily increafed with the 
** agony of his thoughts, till he contradled thofe 
^' difeafes which carried him off at the age of 
*< thirty-fix years." 



.fci^fci 



S E N E C A 1. 

THIS celebrated French Epigrammatift was 
v»let-de-chambrc to Maria-Therefa, the Queen 
of Louis XIV. In early life he had been long 
wavering with refpedl to the choice of the pro- 
feffion he was to follow; he however, at laft, 
very dutifully^ and very wifely, deferred to the 

opinion 
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opinion of his Father*, who cHofe for htm thd pto^ 
feflion of the Law* Wh'ilft he remained in hit 
ftate of uncertainty he wrote the following lines i 
to which, fVorn the peculiar neatnefs an4 felicitjr 
of exprefilon Contained in thern^ it would be diffi^^ 
cult to do juftice in a tranflatiom 

L'lRRESOLU^ 

Pendant que Luc deiihere 
Sur ce qn'il dou devenirt ^ 
Et s^il eft bon defefaire^ 
Homme ct^eglife ou d* affaire^ 
AvQcat oti moufqueiaire^ 
Plus ^iti qu^un fouvenir^ 
f^e temps a Vaile legert 
Fatty pour ne plus revenir^ 
Scs beaux jours *vont s^embrunir§ 
Et la *vU'ilUJfe s' advance t, 
Auparavant qu*il commence 
Ilferoit temps definir. 
Flottant dans r incertitude i 
Luc refle inftnfiblemeni^ 
Inutile egalement 
Jt^ciit la guerre y p»Ur Vitude^ 
Lc monde &* lafoliiude* 
Sluant a moi^ je pri'vois blen 
^ue cberchant trop (ife connoUrei 
Ce ffuilfeut ce qu^tl 'veui Sirtf 
Enfin Luc nefera rikm 

Senejfai 

* On the fubjcft of the choice of apfofcraon,T)r. John* 
fon wUh his ufual fagacity oF remark fays, *' I Hate tyer 
'* thought tbofe lidppy thai hare been Axed f^om fhe Ar(( 

•• 4awa 



Senegal ufed to call checrfulnefs of temper 
^ la bMumi dt la t;/V." He wrote fome Memoirs 
ef Cardihal de Retz, which are now procured 
with difficulty, and which differ in fortie rcfpeA^ 
from thofe publiflied by his Eminence. 



Adk. 



COUKF OUVAkEl. 

When this Mimfter was once reproached by 
his Sovereign Philip the Fourth of Spain^ for not 
having done for him what Cardinal Richelieu ha:d 

** dawn of thought to fome ftate of life, by the choice of 
** one whofe aathority may preciade caprice^ and wliofe 
** influence may prejudice them in favour of his opinrofli 
** The general precept of confalting the genius is of little 
^' ufe^ unices we can tell how that genius is to be known. 
** If it is only to be difcovered by experiment, life wiil be 
** loft before the refolution can be fixed. If airy other in- 
•* dications are to be found, they may, perhaps, be cafily 
*' difcerne'd. At leafV, if to mifcarry in an airempt be a 
** proof of having itiiftakcn the dire£lion of the geniu?, 
** men appear not Ids frequently mlftaken with regard to 
** themfelves thaii to 6ther< ; afid thcreforfc no one hw 
^ much reafon to complain, that his life was planned out 
" by his friends, or jo be confident that he ^ould have 
f* had either more honour or more happinefs, by belngf 
" abandoned to the choic? of hi* o>jr.ii fancy^** 

done 
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done for his mafter Louis XIII. and for hating 
loft him one kingdom, that of Portugal, whilft 
Richelieu had extended the dominions of Louis ; he 
replied, *' The Cardinal, Sire, had no fcruples.'^ 
Olivarez, in one thingat lead, imitated the Cardinal. 
He caufed himfelf to be ftiled the Count Duke^ 
becaufe Richelieu had taken the title of the Car- 
dinal Duke. Olivarez feems to have made fome 

• 

wife regulations for his coutitry. He freed from 
the charge of public offices, for four years, all 
newly-married men, and exempted from taxattod 
all thofe perfons wrho had fix male children. To 
increafc the population of his country he had tt* 
courfe to one very dangerous and (hamefui expe- 
dient, he permitted marriages between young peo- 
ple without the confent of their parents. Oit 
being difplaced from the poft of Prime Mtnifter, he 
retired to his eftate at Loches, where, according 
to Vittorio Siri, he died completely of chagrin 
and difappointmeut. 



G R r i u s. 

THIS great dviUan and this general feholar is 

thus defcribed by Auberi du Maurier, who was 

intimately acquainted with him : 

« Grotius 
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^^ Grotius was a very good pk>et in the Greek 
** and in the Latin languitges* and knew per- 
** feAIy well all the dead and the living languages* 
<< He was, befldesi a profound Jawyei'i and a 
^* moft excellent biftorian. He had read all the 
** good books that had ever beert piiblifhed i and 
^^ what is aftoniflbing, his memory was fo ftrong^ 
^^ that every thing which he had ohee readi was 
*^ ever prefent to it, without his forgetting tht 
<< moft trifling circumftance. It has been often 
** remarked^ that perfons of great memories Hav6 
^* not always been perfons 6f good and of found 
'< Judgment; But Grotius was exti'emely jii* 
*^ diciousi both in his Writings and in his conver- 
*^ fation« I have ofteni'' adds Du Maurier^ 
*^ fcen this great man juft caft his eye upon a 
** page of a huge folio volume, arid inftadtaneoiifly 
*^ become acquainted v^ith the contents of it* Hi 
<* tifed to take f6r his mottdi Htra ruit^ to put 
** himfelf in continual remembrance that he 
^ (hould ufefully employ that time which was 
•• flying away with extreme rapidity. 

^* Grotius was born at Delft in Holland; was 
<^ a tall, ftrong, and well-made man, and had a 
*^ very agreeable countenance. With all thefe ex« 
*< cellencies of body his mirid wai ftill aa excellent. 
<^ He was a man of opennefs^ of veracity, and of 
*« honour, and fo perfeAly virtuous, that through- 

VOL. II. o «^ out 
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^ out his whole life^ he made a point of avoicfing 
*' and of deferting men of bad character, but cf 
^^ feeking the acquaintance of men of worthy and 
** perfons diftinguiQied by talents, not only of his 
** own country, but of all Europe, with whom 
♦* he kept up an epiftolary correfpondcnce." 

Grotius efcaped from the caftle of Louveftein^ 
where be had been confined on account of hi» 
connection with the illuftriousand unfortunate Bar- 
nevelt, by the addrefs of his wife. She was per- 
mitted to fend him booksy and (be fent them in a 
trunk large enough to hold her hufband. She made a 
pretence to vifit him, and flayed in the fortrefs tilt 
her hu^and was out of the reach of his perfects- 
tors. 

Grotius took refuge in France, and was accu(ed 
by fome of his countrymen of intending to 
change his religion and become a Catholicr 
*' Alas," replied he to one of his friends wha 
had written to him on the fubjedt, <^ whatever 
** advantage there may be to quit a weaker party 
** that oppreffes me, to go over to a ftronger one 
** that would receive me with open arms^ I 
<* truft that I (hall never be tempted to do fo» 
** And fince," added he, " 1 have bad courage 
*' enough to bear up under imprifonmeht, I truft 
*^ that I (hall not be in want of it to enable me to 
* *' fupport poverty and baniihmenU" 

Lows 



' Loiirs XIII. gave Grorius a very confiderable 
pcnfioni He was, however, no fiivourite with 
his MitilAet-, the Cardinal de RicheUeu, whom 
it is laid he did not fuffidcntly flatter for his lite* 
rary talents, and the penfion was foon ftopped* 
Grotius, howtver, met With a protefthefs ih 
Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, who made hita 
her Amfoaflfador at Paris. Here again he Was bar-^ 
raffed by Richelieu, who was angry wi^h him for 
not giving him that precedence as a Prince of 
the Church, to which Grotius thought himfelf 
intitled as a reprefentative of a crowned head. 
This dignity, however^ was fo little agreeable to 
a man of Grotius's great and good mind, that 
in a letter which he wrote to his father from 
Paris he tells him, *^ I am really quite tired out 
^* with honours, A private and a quidt life 
*^ alone has charms for me, and I ihould be 
*' very happy if I were in a fituation in which I 
*^ could only employ myfelf upon works of piety, 
*' and works that might be ufeful to pofterity/' 
His celebrated work upon the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, has been tranflated into all 
the languages of Europe^ and into fomc of thofe 
of the £aft. This great fcholar in early life com* 
pofed a Devotional Treatife in Flemifli verfe, for 
the ufe of the Dutch failors that tiiade voyages t9 
the £aft and Weft Indies. 

02 His 
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His countrymen, who bad perfecuted him ^ 
violently in his life-time, ftruck a medal in honoitf. 
of him after his death, in which he is fliled the 
<* Oracle of Delft, the Phoenix of his Country.*'' 
It may be feen in the *^ Hiftoire MedaUique dt la 
^ Itollandei* and verifies what Horace faid long . 

Urit enim fulgore fuot qui pragravat artet 
Infra fe pqfitas : extin^us amabitur idem* 

TKc man whofc life wife Nature has defign'd 
To teach, to humanize, to fway his kind. 
Burns by a flame too vitid and too bright, 
And dazzles by excefs of fplendid light. 
Yet when the hero feeks the grare*s fad ftate. 
The vain and changing people, wife too late, 
0*er his pale corpfe their fruitlefs honours pour. 
Their friend, their faviour, and their guide deplore $ 
And each fad impotence of grief betray. 
To reallumine the Promethean clay. 



SALMASIUS. 

THE lovers of literature muft much regiiet 
that M. Lantin, who had converfed a good deal 
with, that great fcholar, and man of general 
knowledge, Salmafius, did not make, as he 
had once thought of doing, a ^^ Salmafiana/' ^ 

Salmaiiu9 
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Salmafius ufed to read and write in the midft of his 
menage, in company with his wife and children^ 
completely ynafFedled by their noife. By way of 
laving himfelf the trouble of turning the paper, 
he ufed to write upon rolls of paper ^ and when be 
was afked how near he was to fini(hing any work, 
he ufed to fay, not that he had fo many (beets, 
but that he had fo many rolls of paper to finifh, 
Voflius tells an anecdote of Salmafius which (hews 
how high an opinion he entertaiqed of his own 
talents and learning. 

<^ M. Gaulmin and MaufTac meeting Salma* 
** flus one day in the King's Library at Paris, 
** M. Gaulmin faid, I think that we three are a 
** match for all the learned men in Europe taken 
*^ together. Add to them ail, replied Salmafius, 
** yourfelf and M. de Mau/Tac, and I could be a 
•* match for you all.*' 

•« The latt time," fays M. Lantin, *« that 
** Salmafius was at Dijon, I had fome converfation 
<* with him refpefting the troubles and the civil 
** war of England between Charles the Firft and 
his Parliament. He feemed to be of the opinion 
of the High Prefbyterian party, who feemed to 
wi(h that the Kin^(hould be neither depofed 
*^ nor brought to the fcaffold, but that his power 
'* (hould be in fome rcfpefts curtailed and rc- 
H dticed. Salmafius thought an union of the 

03 " Ca^oUc 
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^< Catholic and of the Protefiant Church tmpoffi<r 
^< hie,- and that the plan of Grotius on tba^t fub^ 
** je£k would never fucceed*" 

Salmafius was born atS^umur in France^ ixitb^ 
town and on th^ day in which the.I^ulce ;^nd 
Carding of Guile were niafTacred by order c^ 
Henry the Third. On being afl^ed one day when 
he was born, he replied, in allufion tQ tbefi: 
maflacres. 

Cum fecidit fato Coitful uierque pari* 

Salmafius ufed to fay he had once (ben thf 
Journal of Meyric Cafaubon, which he kept 
in Latin ; and that amongft other entries mrss. 
the following : ^^ Deus bone^ hodie cnfiUus meus 
^* ferine men pexus eftJ^^ Salm^fii^ had made 
coUeftions for the hjftory of the European fur- 
names^ which he faid were in general derived 
either from baptifmal names, from the names of 
provinces and towns, frorp the names of trades 
^nd profeflipns, or from peculiarities of peribft. 

At the time of the death of Cardinal Riche* 
Iieu» a friend of ^almaflus was foltciting si 
penfion fpr him from that Minifter, in order to 
jceep in Ffance a perfon of his (Salmafius's} 
talents. Salmafius faid, M that be believed he 
H (hould with difHculty be prevailed qpon to 
** receive a penfion from the Court of France^ 
f f ^ fo much time 4pd pains w^'c employed 'u\ 

f« procuring 
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" procuring tht payment of ft.*' He feici, 
however, *• he would very willingly receive the 
*^ profits of fome landed property, if the King 
^ would have the kindnefs to grant it htm i** 
and having afterwards underftood that this offer 
was made him on the condition that he fbould 
write the hiftory of the adminiftration of Riche* 
lieu, he faid, <* that he perhaps fliould not deferve 
*< it, as he was not a man to facrifice his pen to 
«* flattery/' 

Madame de Saumaifewas a great (hrew, and led 
her hufband a weary Hfe ; (he however ufed to fay 
of him, *^ that he was the beft gentleman amongft 
** the fcbolars, and the beft fchalar amongft the 
^* gentlemen of his time.** 

Salmaiius, after having quitted France on 
^count of his religion, he being a Proteftant, 
refided. in Holland, Sorbiere, in a letter to 
M. de Marre, thus defcribes his manner of re<* 
ceiving his literary friends : 

** Every Sunday night he had a circle 6{ 
♦• fifteen or twenty perfons of note ; fuch as 
** M. L'Empereur, De Laet, Grotius, &c, whofe 
♦* converfation afforded both inftruftion and 
** amuifement. The chief part of the time that we 
** were with him wc fat round a great fire, one 
♦* ccfner of which he kept to himfelf, and 
^' Madame 4s Si^umaife had the other; She occa* 

04 *• fionalljr 
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^* fionally mixed in the converdtioiiy and took 
^^ efpecial care that not one of the company 
'^ fbould go away without having received ^ 
*^ fbarp word or two from her* Salmafius was 
'^ not naturally inclined to talk, but when oncp 
^' he begai^ he difplay^d a wonderful fertility of 
*^ mind| and an immenfe erudition. I remember 
** once, that I took to Salfnafivis* circle n 
^' French gentleman who had never feep him; 
<< and as we were going thither, we agreed to 
^< make him talk about the amufements of the 
*^ field. We pu( him upon that fubje^, and my 
<< friend told me on his return> that himfelf^ 
'< who was an old fportfman, could not have 
^^ talked more pertinently upon the matter* He 
'< was aftonilhed that a man of letters, who had 
<^ fper^t fo ipuch time in his iludy, and who was 
<* befides fo bad a horfemap, had been able to 
'f pick up fuch variety of information upon a 
^' fubjc6l not peculiarly intereiling to him, for he 
5' told us not only what he had been able to get 
*^ from thofe who had exprefsly written upon 
*< the fubjed):, but what he qould not know, 

V unlefs he had really been upon the ground, anc) 
<* had himfelf killed a great quantity of game. 

V Our convcrfation was often infefted," fays 
Sprbiere, ^ if I may fo Hfe the word to ex*> 
</ prefs mpre i^rongly our indignation^ by a 

«« ScotQ^ 
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* Scotch Profeflbr, by name David Stuart, ^ 
*^ Regent of a College, who in the dulleft and 
'^ moft infipid manner contradided everything 
^' that was advanced; and this tirefome fellow 
** made us lofe much of the converfation of Sal- 
" mafius, to whom indeed we afterwards cpn^- 
*^ plained, that he, who was in general pretty apt 
** to be violent on fuch occafions, did not reprefe 
*• the pedantry of the Scotch Profeffor; repeating 
** to him, *^ Oro qui reges corfuevis toller e^ cur 
f* non fjunc regem jugulas? Operum hoc miii 
** crede tuorum eft,** 

SalmaGus, not contented with attacking K^iltpn^s 
arguments in defence of the execution of Ch^lef 
the Firft, attacked the Latinity oi his vcifes^ 
He begins his Apology for Charles the Firft i^ 
this fingular manner ; 

*' O ye Englifli, who tofs about the heads of 
" Kings as if they were tennis-balls, and play at 
^' bowls with crowns, and treat fceptres with nx^ 
f* more regard than if they were toys !"— 



FJTHER 
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FATHER BOUSSIERES. 

ONE of the moft fingukr dedications, per* 
baps, in the world, is that of tl^is learned Monk's 
f* Parterre Hiftorique" to tlic Virgin Marj, 
wliooi he thus addreHes ; 

•* MATRl DEI REGIN-« NIUSTDl/' 

^ To ' the Mother of God and the Queen of 

** the World. 

«^ After fuch auguil titles, O great Queen, I 
^ am nearly afliamed to ofFer to you fuch a trifle as 
*' this book is \ but I have fo ftrong a defire to 
^ let mankind knpw that I owe you ever]rthiiig^ 
^^ that I am tempted to do it, without paying tbait 
^ refpeiSl which I ought to do to your greatnefs^; 
*^ though indeed, to fpeak truly, I diminilh not 
•* a tittle of your greatncfs, when I have recourie 
*♦ to your kindnefs. Permit me then, O great 
*' Qi^icen, again to renew the offering which I 
♦^ make to you in confecrating to you the lirft- 
•* fruits of my ftudies, hoping that this work 
*' of mine (however inconfiderable in itfelfj 
^ will . be in feme degree efteemed by the world 
y^ on account of your adorable name, which it 

*' beai'f 
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^< bears infcribcd on the firft page of it, and that 
*' the Author chofe fxprefsly to procure for it 
^< fafety and prote6iion.'' 

** La Par Urn flifioriqui^^' I,yw^ 167^, 
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the Author of the celebrated Komance of 
^* Zaide*'* who lived in the reign of Louis the 
Thirteenth of France, and in the early part of that 
of Louis the Fourteenth, fays, *< I find myfclf 
^ much more happy in Frai^co under its prefcnt 
«( Government, th^n a Dutchman is with all his 
^< pretended liberty* He p^ys fo naany taxes, chat 
^ fuppofing he had fix thoufand livres a*year, he 
^^ muft pay two thoufand out of tjiem \ whilft* l^ 
** by paying fometimes for the regifterof my coat 
^* of arms, and occadonaily fome other fmall fum 
^^ for the ncceflities of the State, liv^ in peacd 
^* and fccurity. A Dutchman has no idea how 
^< any man can bear a Government (b <)erpotic as 
^< that of France. But with us, at prefent, indi- 
*f viduaU are ipore happy than they were before^ 
<^ when the leaft bit of a Gentleman would play 
^^ the petty tyrant upon his eftate. In our whole 
^ Proviocp of Normandy w^ had •only two or 

<• three 



904 ANECDOTES OF SOMt 

•« three Noblemen who behaved themfelvcs liko 
•• brave and honcft Gentlemen. The reft of theqi, 
•* who ufcd to tyrannize over their Farmers, and 
•* beat them, arc ail gone to the Devil. Was it 
** not a {hameful and a fcandalous thing, th^t a 
•* miferablc Counfellor of Parliament had it in 
♦* his power to make every-body within twelvp 
♦* miles afraid of him !** 

" Cardinal de Retz," fays Segrais, ** told as a 
^ truth for/iething of which I knew pofltively the 
^^ contrary. To avoid mentioning that bis £mi* 
^^ nence had told a lie, I obferved to him, that he 
*^ oi^ht to do a^the late Madame de Montpeiifier 
** did, who ufed to fay, that (he never told an un- 
^^ truth, but that (he made ufe of her imagination 
'' to fupply the defeft of her memory." 

•*^ When 1 was young," fays Segrafs in hfs 
Memoirs, ** I was fond of making verfcs, and of 
^ reading them indifferently to all forts of perfbns* 
** But I perceived, that when M. Scarron, who 
f^ was hoWevcr my intimate friend, took out hfs 
f^ portefeuille, and read me fome of his verfts, he 
♦' bored me exceffively, although his verfes were 
u very good. I ^hen began to reflect, that as mf 
^^ verfes were not near fo good as his, I muft in 
•^ a greater degree bore my friends (who moft 
M probably did not like poetry as well as I did) ; 
V and I then laid myfelf down a refolution^ never 



^* to read my verfes except to thofe who aiked mc, 
^ and even then to take care that I did not give 
** them too many of them/* 

Segrais, fpeaking of the diftvrbances at I^ari$ in 
his time called La Fronde^ fays, *• The party thit 
*' oppofed the Court had no real reafon for doing 
" fo. It was to them an agreeable amufemcnt^ 
" in which there was a good deal of laughing^ 
** and in which every thing was made fun of in 
•* doggerel verfes." Would to Heaven that the 
late Frondeurs in that Country had been as harm* 
leis and as plealant ! 



rik 
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THIS great Mufician was one day reproached 

with fetting nothing to mufic but the lai^uid verfes 

of Quinault. He ran immediately to his harp- 

fichord, and after having for a few minutes run 

over the keys in a moft violent manner> and with 

great violence of gefture, fang from Racine's 

tragedy of *' Iphigenie" the following terrific* 

lines: 

Uh PrSire environnS d'unefoule cruelle 
Fortera fuTmafilUjUiumaincriminelU 

Dechirers 
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D^^ihirera fin fiin^ et d ^un ail curleu^c 
Dans fin cceut palpitant confidtera hi Dieux^ 

^^Hiat, (hall a Prieft with facred fury wild. 
Extend his ruthlefs haiids upon my child f 
And whilft with ftupid cruehy profound 
The lovely vi£lim the vile herd furround. 
Pierce her foft bofom, atid with curious eye 
The future in her quivering heart defcry ? 

Lulli, thinking himfelf dying, fent fof his Corf^ 
feiTor, who would not give him abfolution unlefai 
he burnt the laft Op^ra he had compofed, and 
which was in manufcrlpt. Lulli difpiited for 
fome time, but all in vain ; at lafl: he threw it into 
the fire before the Pfieft's face, and received ab- 
folution. On his getting better, the Prince of 
Conde came to fee him, and told him what a 
fimpleton he had been to deftroy one of his fined 
compofitions. . " Do not condemn me, Sir, 
" unheard," replied the Mufician to the Prince^ 
•• I knew very well what I was about : I have 
^ another copy/' Lulli died at laft of a wound 
which hp had given himfelf in his foot, by beating 
time with too much violence with his cane. Agi- 
tated by the extremcft remorfc for the free life 
which he had led, he ordered himfelf to be placed 
upon afhes, and a rope to be put about his necfc^ 
and with tears in his eyes expired, chanting from 
the <* Prof a Eccleftaftica'' of the Romi(h Churcb, 

♦* Oh wretched finner, you muft die !" 

When 
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When Cardinal d'Eftrees was at Rome, he 
prafed Corelli*s Sonatas very much before thait 
exquifite Author* " Sir,'* replied Corelli, *< if 
" they have any merit, it is becaufe 1 have ftudied 
^ Lulli.'* Handel hiriilelf has imitated Lutti in 
many of his Overtures, 



MALHERB E. 

TMiS great Poet was apt to be a little cauftJc 
in converfation. Some one was talking before 
him of the nobility of his family. " Alas ! my 
•* good friend," replied he, " it is in the power 
** of one woman to taint the blood of Charlemagne 
** himfclf," Speaking one day of the wicked- 
nefs of mankind, he faid, " Why, when there were 
•* only three or four perfons in the world, one of 
•* them killed his brother* 

Malherbe, though perhaps the firft good poet 
that France ever produced, thought fo (lightly of 
the merit of his produ£iions, that he ufed to fay, 
** a good poet was of no more ufe to a State than 
*^ a good player at quoits." Heobferved, ** that 
•* the teft of good v«rfes v^as, when they were 

** got 
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" got by heart." Every orte rcmembcrti in$ 
celebrated ftanza upon the certainty of death : 

La pauvre en fa caharle 

Eft fujet ttfes lolx^ 
Et la garde que njielle dux barritres de Louvre i 

Wen defend pas n$s Rois*. 



BOUCHARDON. 

A MORE linbiafTed and more unequivocal 
teftimony was never afforded to the merit of the 
lh"ad of Homer, than that given jpy this fcuiptor* 
By Tome accident he (tumbled on the oldmiferabfe 
trandatioh of Homer i6to French verfe, and the 
images which it fupplied to a man of his^ ardent 
Imagination ftruck him fo forcibly, riiat' he tolJ 
one of his friends foon afterwards, *' I met the 
*' other day with an old French book that I bad 
•' neVer feefn before. It is called Homer's Iiiad> I 
<* think. 1 do not know how it is, but fince I 
** have read it, men appear to me to be fifteen feet 
•• high, and I cannot get a wink of deep at night.'* 
D'Alembert, who mentions this anecdote, &y8y 
that he once beard an artift talk nearly the lame 
language to him, " and who,'* adds he, ** in (peaking 
^^ like Bouchardojn, did not fpeak after hlm.'^ 

. The 
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*rhc fpeech of Bouchardon to hi^ friend rcfpcfting 
Homer) engaged the celebrated Count Caylus to 
fet about a little workj of great ufe to painters 
and to fculptors, entitled^ « TabUaux tirees 
« aUmere^'' oaavo.— •<« Subjefts for Artifts^ 
** taken from the Iliad and the Odyffey of Homer." 



T A S C A L 

exhibits a ftriking inftance of the earlieft de* 
fignatioh of the human tnind to a particular pur- 
fuit, and the futility of an attempt to thwart and 
reprefs it. Pafcal's father was a man of fcieiice, 
and was occafionally vlflted by the great mathe* 
ihaticians of his Country. Pafcal, who wa^ then 
quite a child, was prefent at their vifits, and heard 
their converfation, which chjefly turned jupoh 
fcience, and more particularly upon that which 
they profeffed. He was very attentive to what they 
faid, and conceived fuch a paf&on for tiiathematics, 
that he preiTed his father very mudh to permit him 
to ftudy them. This the father refufed, as think- 
ing it better that his fonS early yearS (hould bd 
given to the knowledge of the Gi'eek and Latin 
languages ; and put out of his way all the books 
he might happen to have that treated of mathe- 
voL. ji. p matics* 
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matics. Pafirftt (than devch years of tge)* at Mf 
leifure bourt)* ufed to retire to an upper ciuunber 
in his father's boufe, wherc^ he employed himfelf 
in tracing, with fand ^ipoQ the floori the figures 
of triangles, of parallelograms^ of circkSy 2cc* 
without knowing the names of tbem» *^ There b^ 
^' compared,'* fays his Biographer (^ladame du 
Perricr, who was his fiftcr)| ^ their feveral relations 
** and proportions j and by degrees, without the 
<^ lead alTidance of any kind whatever, came to 
*' conclude, that the exterior angle of every 
^* triangle is pqual to the /rvtf' interior and oppofitc 
<< angles, and that the thn^ interipr aogles pf 
<( every triangle are equal to iwg rigbt*angle6» 
*« which is the p.d Propofitionof th« Firft Book 
<< af Euclid. This and the (bveral intermediately 
<< necedary Propofitions he was able clearly to 
** demontirate^ making ufe of the terms r^fulmi 
^' barriy &c* inftead of circle and line (for as yet 
*^ he was ignorant of the common appeUatioQS o( 
<« thofe lines}^ and grounding his reafonijog oi% 
<^ definitions and axioms whi^h hioUelf bad 
^< verified. He was thus empbyed when hi$ 
<^ father burft in upon him, wb^ dilcovefing what 
^' he was about, and the progrefs and refuk of hi^- 
^' exertions, remained for fome time c|uite infeit* 
<^ fiblc, equally furprized and pleafcd, and ntCt^ 
^^ one of his intimate fiiends to tell him what bf 

•*bad 
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^^ ImiJ feen. He afterwards encouraged hit Com 
*^ in the purfuit of hit favourite fiudy with fudi 
*^ fuiccefti that at the age of fix^een young Pafcal 
<< had coa^>ofed hit cclebra^d TteatiA upoM 
*• Conic Seaioni> 

Pafcal was perhaps one of the beft men that eveif 
lived I his^ime was beftowed on works <^ piety 
and utility, and his money was eitpended on thofe 
who had occaHon for his afflftancc. HU Pro* 
vincial Letters will immortalise him aa one 
of the iineft writers that the French have ever 
poflelled. One knows not which to admiro moft 
in them) his depth of learningi his ftrenglh of 
Ireafoningi the delicacy of bis (atirci or the puritjr 
of his intention. In hia ^^ Pifi^its^** with an 
honefty perhaps only pardonable in a maa of Ma 
known virtue and fimplicityi he fayai *4 am a&edi 
^^ If I do not repent th^t I have written the 
<* Ltttns ProviHcialis f I anfwer> that fo ht ftom 
}^ repenting that I have writlen themi I wouMi if 
^* I were to write them over ag^Ulb iMk^ tijNm 
«< Aill Wronger. I am then afl|ed» Why I have 
** mentioned the names of the Authora from whom 
^^ I have taken all the abominable poTitiom whioii 
*^ I have quoted in them ? I anfweri That if { 
^^ were in a town where there were twelve fprlAga 
^* of water, ttnd 1 was certain that on^ 9f thenii 

V % *« had 
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*^ had been poifoned, I fhould thrnk myfelf obliged 
*^ to advife the inhabitants not to get their watd^ 
*^ at that Tpring ; and as what I &id might b6 
" taken for a matter of mere imagination, I (houtd 
" think myfelf obliged to tell the name of the 
^* perfon who poifoned the fpring, rather than fuffer 
** the inhabitants of the town to be poifoned/* 

In fpeaking of Epigrams, with what goodnefi 
of heart, and with what bonhommUy he fays, 

" The Epigram of Martial on (hort-fighted 
*^ perfons is good for nothing. It does not con^ 
" fole themy and k fliews onl-y the wit of the 
*' writer. AU that makes only for the writer » 

** good for nothing ambitiafa recidet tlma^ 

** menta.'^One fliould endeavour to pleafe only 
'^ thofe that poiTefs fentiments of humanity and 
<^ kindnefs, and not perfons of a cruel and baf* 
♦* barous difpofition." 

Pafcal, in the latter part of his life, retired t9 
that illuftrious feminary of fcience, learnings 
and piety. Port Royal. Many of the perfoRS that 
compofed it were men of learning and of rank, 
who thought it right to follow f«me trade or ma« 
-nu£si£ture9 and perform fome manual operation 
for the good of their fouls, as well as for that of 
their bodies y thinking with the celebrated AbbS 

du 
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da Ranee, the difciplinarian reformer of the fa- 
mous Abbey of La Trappe, that manual labour 
was the firft puni(hment inflicted upon (in, a pro* 
per exercife for the condition of a penitent, and a 
moft powerful means of fan£lification, 

Pafcal's employment was that of a maker of 
wooden fhoes ; this gave rife to the following 
witticifm of Boileau: A Jefuit having one day 
afked Boileau with a fneer, whether his good friend 
Pafcal was making (hoes at Port Royal : ** yene 
^^ /fats pas sUlfait a prefent des fouliers^ mats je 
*^ /fats bien qt^ilvous a pou//i un isnm h(Ate^* 
was the fatirift*s reply. 

Pafcal had, in common with many other learned 
men, fome weaknefles, upon which humanity will 
ever drop a tear. A book has been written upon 
the quackery of learned men, and in the opinion 
of the prefent learned and excellent Father of 
Medicine in this country (a Chara£ler as fuperior 
to frailty as to vice}« an entertaining book might 
be made of the follies of learned mefi. His name 
mod afluredly would never enter into the compo- 
fition of it : the work would at le^ft cpnfde )tbe 
ignorant and the foollfli. 

Pafcal, like many excellent and ftudious men, 
ieems to have had a horror of politics. ** Jn a Re« 
** publican Government, as that of Venice, it woul4 
^ be »great crime,"fayshe, " to attempt to introduce 

VZ ''a King, 
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*• a King *^, or to opprefs the liberty rf ihy pcopj^ 



<c 



to whom Qod has given 4t« In a Monarchici^ 



* Guidu Four 4epibraf, the celebrated Author af tht 
QuatralnSi feeros to be of the fame opinioq i 

Aime Vitat tel que tu le mots itre ; 

S'll efl R^al^ aime la Rqyauti ; 

S* il ne r ejt pQinty i^iltft CommunautS^ 

Aime4e aujfi^ quandVdeu t*y a fait nattrem 

Whatever its Gavernment, thy Country lotc : 
Thy lawful Monarch willingly obey ; 
And let the State thy ready homage provet 
Should Few or Many bear the fovereiga fwajr \ 
Convinced that God's paternal care 
Has thought it 6t to place thee there. 

Ko t>ne can fufpefl: thjs great roan of fenriiity aad^>affive 
obedience, when the followipg Quatrain^ written by kiiii» 
f>reyented his beinf; made Chancellor of France lUide^ 
Henry the Thifd : 

JfebMs ces mots de Ptiijfan^e abfslue^ 
l(>c plein pouvoir^ de propre rnomfement \ 
AuJffainty decrets^ iU ont premierement 
fids a nos Loix la puijfanqe iollue* 

Thefe words of •* power fupreme and foycreign lyillr^ 

My fnind with honcft indignation fill ; 

For words like thefe have hi^r^ Religion's caufcy 

pefiroy'd all reverence for her facred laws^ 

Have injured Gallia's Monarch's tem^perate fway, 

jfknd made bis fubjcfts as his flayes obey. 

' « Governr 
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<* Government, it is not poflible to violate the 
^ refpeft that is owing to the Sovereign, without 
*< a fpecies of facrilege. Befides," adds this 
^eat man, *^' a civil war, which is the geniral 
^ confequence of the alteration of a focm of 
^ government, being one of the greateft Crimea 
•< that can be committed againft the happinefi of 
^^ mankind, it is impoffible to fpeak agamft it 
^< ^^th too much indignation.'' Pafeal fubjoini 
in a note with great fimplicity, ^< I have as great 
^ a dread of this crime as of murder and of rob- 
*^ bing on the highway* There is nothing) I am 
^ fure, that is more contrary to my aamrc than 
^* this crime, and to Commit which I (hoUU bo 
^' kfs tempted." 



GODEAU, 

BISHOF OF y£VC£t 



ufed to fay, that to compofe^ was an Authpr't 
Heaven \ to correal his Works, an Author's 
Purgatory ; but to corredi the Prefs, an Autbor'a 
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' LOUIS THE FOURTEENTH. 

FROM a converfation die gfeat Prince of 
Cond^ had with this Prince when he was^ very 
young) he iaid of him to Cardinal Mazarin« 
^* There is ftf'S' enough in him to make three 
^^ Kings and one boneft man/' The flattery, and 
fervility of his fubjeds deftroyed in Louis the 
kingly part of his charader; that of the honeft 
man remained, as Louis was fuppofed, during his 
very long reign, never to have broken any pro-i 
mife which he had made, nor ever to haye be* 
trayed a fecret confided to him. 

LouiSy from a very early age, appe^trs^ to bav6 
been modeft aqc) prudent. Segrais (ays, that when 
this Monarch was about feventeen years of age, he 
followed him and his brother, the Duke of Orleans^ 
out of (he play-houfe, and \hz\ he heard the puke 
aflc the King, what he thought of the play diey 
bad juft then been feeing, and which had been weU 
received by the audience. *' Brpther," replied 
Louis, ** do not you know that 1 never pretend 
^^ to give my opinion on anything that I do not 
•* perfeftly underftand ?** 

In Peliffon's Works there are fome notes of a 
converiation that paflfed between Louis, three no- 
blemen^ and himfelf, at ;hQ fiege pf LiAe in 1667. 

Louis% 
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LouU, after mentioning the difficulties and daii'^ 
gers that had occurred during theficge of thii towis 
9ddS| '^All thefecircumAances.have only ferved tQ 
f^ render my courage ftronger ^ and as they are 
^' in general known to my a|:my, I was afraid that 
^' they would intimidate my foldiers i and feeing 
f* that our fuccefs would depend upon our extreme 
^ vigilance and adivity, and in our preventing 
'< the inhabitants of the place from becoming 
** foldiers, which they would do, if they were to 
^^ gain the lead advantage over us, I thought 
^ that there was nothing but my example, and 
** that of my Officers, and of my Nobility, that 
^^ could infpire my army with an extraordinary 
^' courage, that at firil aftoniflied the enemy. Oa 
*' thefe accounts, I have been anxious that mjf 
'* prefence (hou}d anifpatc every zQ\Qn of mjr 
*^ foldiers -, ;^nd th^t nothing whatever migl^t ef<- 
'^ cape me) I have pafled every night with (he ad* 
f* vanced guard, at the hes^l pf my fquadrona^ and 
^* I have fpent every day in the trenches, fo that 
f ' if the enemy wi(hed to make any attempt upon 
M my lines, or thought fit to mjiike any fortie froni 
^ the town, I might have been prepared to charge 
^* upon them with all my Court. Thefe then are 
*^ the true reafons that t>ave made me appear per* 
f* haps a little mpre active at the head of my army 
^^ tl)an a King ought to be (who had not all thefii 

*• mo- 
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^ motifs), and in my fituation I am better pleafecf 
** wkh being a little too rafli, when I fee fhe 
*^ enemy, than with being a little too prudent. 
•* Yet fti^ll you fee the enemy have h far ttfy^&ei 
^ toy perfen hitherto, that they have am jtt fired 
^ at me, as they could eafily have done; andlhope 
^ that (jod will yet preferve my life a long tkbe^ 
» for the good of my kingdom, and that I msiy 
^ tive to aeknowkdge your icrvices and yoitf 
«* friendftip." 

^ I know weH,'' added Louis, *^ that calumny 
^ attacks the perfons of Kings as well as thofe of 
^ other men^ and though its arrows are nK>r6 
*^ concealed, they do not fail to penctrati^ the 
^ heart of every Sovereign, when they a« only 
<^ defended by the external marks of royalty. 
P When a King is pleafed with hearing hinifelf 
V continually praifed, and when bis heart is as 
f* littk mce as his cars, he is not unufuaQy the 
^ Only perfon in his kingdom Aat is fatisfied with 
f*- himielf. Our fapred perfon alone does ffOC iien- 
** der our rrputatton facred ; and though I kQo# 
"*♦ very wP, that there ought to be a great deal Of 
^' dil!erence between the courage of a King Mi 
^ that of a private perfon, ot^r good aftions aild 
"^^ our vfrtues can a}one tnAire us immortali^ir 

** Kings arc more cruelly treated with re^eft 
^' to their conduS: Ami other men, as their Ymart 

(i a^ 



•* are not, like their aftions, cxpofcd to" the ejre^ 
t^ of their fubjc<as. Subje6h in geneffl judge 
^ of the aftions of Princes from their own inter 
^ refts and their own paffions, and very rarely 
?* according to candour and juftice. Thiis it hap- 
*' pens that Kings are often blamed for wha? 
** they Ottght to be pTaif?(l, and when perhaps, to 
•* pferform their duty prcTjieihjs they are forced to 
*' fatrrfice everything to the good of their people, 
•* 1 h^ve always thought that the firft virtue in a 
** Sovereign is that of firmnefs of mind, and that 
** he (bould never permit his refolution to be 
^ fhaken either by blame or by praife ; and that 
** to govern well the kingdom entrufted to his 
** care, the happinefs of his fubjefts fhould be 
^' the pole to which his aftions fliould point, 
*^ without taking the Icaft notice of the 'ftorms 
*' and the different tempefts ;hat may agitate his 
•< &ip." 

ILrOuis, when he was thirty-three years of age, 
wrpte fome direSions for his fon (le Grand Dau- 
phiitj as he was called), which are preferved in the 
King's Library at Paris. Peliflbn is fuppofed to 
have correfted them. They begin thus : 

** Ypu will find nothing, my fon, fo completely 
** laborious as great idlenefs, if j^u have the mif- 
** fortune to fall into that vice ; difgufted in the 
?^ fif ft' place with bufinefs, afterwards with your 

<* plea- 
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'* pleafulTS^Qfl at lad with the idlenefs itfel^ and 
^* looking in -vain for that which you can never 
•* find, the j|Weets of repofe and of leifure, with-* 
^ out (omc occupation or fome fatigue that mufl: 
^ always precede that happy fta^e. 

^ The principal bufincfs of a King is to let 
f* good fenfe have fair play in everything, Goo4 
#* fenfe a£ls naturally, and withoujt any great effort* 
*^ What employs us properly is very often at-r 
^ tended with lefs fatigue than that which would 
•f merely amvfe us, and the utility of it is always 
?* evident^ A King can have no fatisfaftion equal 
^^ to that of being able to obfcrve every day how 
** much he h^s increafed the happinefe of his fub«» 
jefts, and how thofe excellent projeAs fucceedy 
of which himfelf gave the plan arul the dedgn* 
" Confider after aU, my dear fon, that we not 
•^ only are deficient in gratitude and in jufticCy 
^' but in prudence and in good fenfe, when we do 
^ no^ pay the proper degree of veneration to chat 
f^ Being wbofe vicegerents {lieutcnans) only wp 
« are.'* 

In thefe obfervations the natural good fenfe and 
good intentions of the Monarch break out, iu 
fpife of the wre|tched and confined education 
which Mazarin gave him, in order completely to 
jgovern him, and of which he and his people ever 
frfterwards felt the ill efFedls. Abbe de Longuerue 

iays 
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fajrs of Louis, [^* that he was naturally a great 
^* friend of juftice, and of good intentionSi but 
^ that he was extremely ignorant in matters of 
'* fcience and of literature ; *' or» as he puts it more 
ftrongly, ** // neffavolt rien de rien. So/* fays 
he, ^ his Majefty was continually deceived. He 
*• was really afraid of men of parts. // craignlt 
*f ks ifpritSf that was his expreffion. A Foreign 
** Minifter," adds the AbW, ** ufed to fay, tliat 
** there were moft aflurcdly in Louis the Four- 
** teenth's time many men of merit in France, 
'*^ but that reaDy he never faw one of them ia 
•« place.'* 

Louis had a violent pafTion for building, and 
preferred, it fccms, the marfliy and low fituation 
of Verfaitles to the dry and elevated fite of St« 
Germain^ th^t he might not fee from his windows 
the fteeples of the Royal Abbey of St. Denis, m 
which his predeccfTors had been buried, and in 
which himfelf was to reft. How mortified would 
this Prince have been, had he Icnown, that in aB 
the public and private edifices taken together 
which he had caufed to be built, there ve, accor- 
ding to the calculation of a celebrated Scotch 
Antiquary at Rome, fewer cubic feet of maibnry 
than in the fmgle fabric erected by a Roaum 
Emperor, the Amphitheatre of Vefpafiftn. 

Louis 
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Louis bad the merit of knowing hts own Igfiff* 
ranee in literary matters i for when once on his 
pQiflage to the Army In Flanders, he had occafiotf 
to fpend fome time at a fmall Abbey of Benedi<9in% 
the Prior talked to his Majefty about the charterf 
it contained. " AUs, Sir/' replied Louis^ *< yoi> 
** arc muth too karned for me ! My coufln the 
" Prince of Cpnde will be here in a few dayi i 
*^ you may tell all this to him f he is the Dodor 
*' of our family.'^ 

Louis one day aflced Racine^ who was the French 
writer that had done mod honour to his reign*' 
Racine replied, " Moliere, Sire.'* ** I did not 
•' think fo/' anfwfifred Louisj ** but you aw? a 
*' better judge of thefe matters than I am,'* 

As Louis's walk was different from that of his 
courtiers, fo was his pronunciation, fr^nfois^ 
the name of his fubjc£ks, he always pronounced likd 
the name of the Saint. 

Louis, on hearing fome public Speaker m^ko m(<^ 
of thefe words, " Le JHoi £5' t^Etat^** e?icWwtd 
loudly, " L'Etat ! ccjl moi." And well indeed 
might he make that exclamation % for when in tbcf 
di(lre(re$ of his kingdom, in the ktter part of bis 
life, be confulted the Do£tors of the Sorboniae 
whether he might raife taxes by bis own authority^ 
without the formality of their being regiilered. by 

the 



DISTINGUISHED P£RS0K9. it% 

fhe Parliaments of his kingdomi they anfwer^ in 
the afErmative. 

In an Infcription under his ftatue he was thus 
ftiled: " The glory of Kings, the delight of the 
•* human race, the terror of his enemies, the idd 
^^ of his fubjc(5ls, and the admiration of all/' 



H.'itri efl^ q^od crtdrre defe 



l^on poffit, cum laudatur Diii atiua polrflss^ 

Yc (liamclcfs flatterer^ of a mortars pride, 
Your Monarch's power with that of Jove div«4e« 
Crufti'd by his dire and arbitrary fway, 
Yourfclvcs (hall curfe th' idolatry y£ piy. 

Segrais fays, " that fome young Noblemen 
** who were about the perfon of Louis the Four- 
** teenth, were talking one day before him (when 
** he was about eleven years old) of the defpotic 
** power of the Emperors of Turkey, and what 
** great things they did in Confequence of it.^ 
*• Aye," faid the young Prince, ** this way he 
« called reigning indeed.'* The Marflial d'Ef- 
trees, who happened to be prefcnt, (aid, ** Yrxur 
*' Majefly perhaps does not know, that even 141 
** the courfe of my life 1 have knowp th»'ec (Mrfour 
*< of thefe Emperors put to death by the bowr- 
*' firing." Mar(hal de Villeroi, Goverpor to the 
young King, immediately arofe from his (eat^ weii^ 
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iip to d^Eftrces, and thanked him ^or the excellenC 
leflbn which he had given to his royal pupil. 

Louis feems to have had one part of an honeil 
and ingenuous mind: he was inclined to taks 
advice^ and to alter his condu(5l when he was con* 
vinced it was wrong* His perfon was very beau«^ 
tiful, and he was very fond of exhibiting it. Hef 
very often danced upon the ftage of Verfeilks in 
fome of Quinatjlt's Operas. Racine,* in the Tra- 
gedy of BritannicuSy had Uie boldnefs and the kind^ 
nefs to fay of Neroj 

// rxcelU a conduire un char dans fa tarriere^ 
A difputcr dn prix indignes defes mains\ 
Afe donner l!ti-n:i?r:e en fpeSIucle au Remains* 

With futile (kill and ili-dire6lc(.i grace 

r 

He pants to outftrip the chariots in the racfc. 
Gazed at by millfoiYS of plebeian eyes. 
From his o\^n fubje6ls hands he fceks the prize ; 
A prize that but proclaims the vigor's jfhame; ' 
How far below a Monarch's nobler aim I 

The judicious Monarch toole the hint, and ntv€t 
afterwards appeared upon the ftage. 

Loiiis, vrho had excellent natural fenfe, and who 
was bjr no means fanguinary, was moft pfobably 
led into the cruelties which he permitted to be 
cxercifed againft his Proteftant fubjefts, by his 
fenatical Chancellor Le Tellier, and his Confeflbr 
of the lame name \ for in the Inftruflions to his Son 

before 



btiFore mentioned in this Article, he tells him, ** It 
" appears to me, my fon, that thofe pcrfons who wi(h 
** to employ extreme and violent meafu^es do not 
*' underftand the nature of this evil^ occafioned, in 
*^ part, by the heat of the imagination i which 
*^ fhould rather be fufFered to die away, and to ex- 
^* tinguifli itfelf infenfibly, than to be inflamed afreQi 
** by ftrongoppofitionj more particularly when the 
*^ corrui^tioil is not confined to a fmall number 
^^ ofperfohswho are known, but diiFufed through 
^^ all parts of the State. And befides^ thefe Re* 
" formers fpeak truth upon many fubjefts. The 
^* beft method, then, to reduce by degrees the 
^* number of the Huguenots in my kingdom, was 
^' moft certainly not that of continually harraffing 
*' them with feme new and rigorous edid.*' 

" Opufcules LitetaireSy* Paris 1767. 

Louis, who afFefted to ftyle himfelf *• It Doym 
^* dis Roisy' the Father of the Kings of his time, 
oh account of his age, and the number of years 
in which he had reigned, ufed occafionally to make 
th|s Very melancholy obfervation : *' When I bc- 
<* ftow a favour, I make one perfon ungrateful 
<' and nineteen perfons difcontented.'* 
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VUKE OF ORLEANS, 

BROTHfiX. OF LOUIS THX FOURTXEKTIT.. 

AB6£ D£ LONGUERUE thus deTcribes 
this Prince : 

*^ He was continually talking, without ever 
*^ faying anything. He never ha4 but one 
«( book, his nna(8-book, which his Clerk of |be 
*' Clofet ufed always to carry in bis pock«t Itur 
'^ him/* 

He was a Prince of greater bravery than bifl 
brother, and in engagements expofed his porfim 
much more. This made Louis fay one day to 
him, after a battle, ^^ Mwfrtu^ v$us V9uk% tknc 
** devenir faC'i'Urre.^^ The celebrated Motbe 
le Vayer was Preceptor to this Prince. His (bn^ 
the Abbe de Vayer, printed in 1670 a tranflati<in 
of Florus into French, made, as he faid, by tbi^ 
Prince. It was moft probably the work of the 
Preceptor. 

The Duke of Orleans married Henrietta-Maria, 
fiiler of Charles the Second. His brother, ^fte r 
the mod ftrl£^ inquiry that he was able to qiake 
into ihe death of that accomplKbed Princefs, was 
perfectly convinced that the Duke of Orleans was 
not in the finalleft degree implicated in it. 

MADAME 
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MADAME DE LA VALIERE. 

THIS beautiful and gcntlc-minded woman 

fccms, differently from the other Miftreffes oF 

that Prince, to have loved the Man and not the 

Sovereign, in LouTs the Fotirteenth. When the 

death of the fon flie had by that Monarch wal8 

announced to htr, ^'^ AUs,** fait! flw?, •• t have 

'* greater reafon to be grieved for his birth than 

^ for his death 1'* Many years before (bedied Die 

ritired Into the Convent of the Carmelites at 

Paris, where (he endeavoured to expiate her Faults 

Vy the radefl artd moft exemplary penitence* Not 

long before (he expired, (he exclaimed, after having 

^efufed every confolation that was oficred t6 hef^ 

^* It is fit that fo great a finner as myfelf (hould 

** die in Hie greateft torments.''^ 

Whilft ihe was In the Convent (he wrbte a Tmill 
devt)tiDnal 1"r*atife, entitled, " ReflcdHbnfe upon 
" the Mercy of God/* The elo^uertt ftoffuet 
preached the fermon upon her taking the veil, at 
Which were prefent Louis the Fourteeoth!s Q^een 
and afl the Court. He took his text from t;he foI« 
lowing paflugc in the Apocalypfe : •< Jnd ht thai 
^*jhtupoh tbi Throne faid^ 1 will nnifw athhikgs:' 

Q^a The 
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The celebrated pidure g( the Magdalen, 
painted by Le Brun for the Convent in which' 
Madame de La Valiere refided, has been- hlfdy 
fuppofed to have been that of this beautiful and 
fmcere penitent. The features are entirely dif- 
fimilar* 



M^IDAME DE MAINTENON. 

ABBE DE CHOISY dedicated his Tranfla- 
tion of Thomas-a-Kempis to this celebrated lady> 
with this motto from the Piahns : 

** Hear my Daughter, and fee, and incline thine ear, 
*< and the King ihall defire thy beauty/* 

The edition was foon fupprefTed. 

Madame de Maintenon ufed to (ay of berielff 
^ I was naturally ambitious* I fought againft 
^ that paffion. I really thought that I fhould be 
«^ happy, when the defires that I had were 
<< gratified. That infatuation lafted only duree 
« days.'' 

^ Alas," (ays (he, in one of her letters to her 
niece, ** why cannot I give you my experience I 
^< why cannot I (hew you bow the great are de^*- 

*^ voured 
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voured by ennui^ and with what di£ScuIty 

they get through their day ? Do not you fee that 
^ I die of mifery in a fituatioii fo much beyond 
*< my moft extravagant wiihes ? I have been young 
'< and pretty, and was a general fovourite. In a 
^* more advanced age/ I fpent my time in culti* 
<^ vating my underftanding by reading and by con-» 
<* verfation. At laft I have procured the favour 
*^ of my Sovereign, and I can aflure you that all 
^^ thefe different fituations leave a terrible void in 
« the mind." 

** Could any thing,*' fays Voltaire, " undeceive 
** mankind with refpe£): to ambition, this letter 
« would have that effeft." 

Madame de Maintenon one day afked Louis the 
Fourteenth for fome money to diftribute in alms* 
*' Alas, Madam,'* replied that Prince, " what 
'^ I give in alms are merely frefli burthens upon my 
*' people. The more money I give away9 the 
«* more I take from them.*' « This, Sire, is 
*' true," replied Madame de Maintenon, ** but 
^^ it is right to eafe the wants of thofe whom 
** your former taxes to fupply the expences of 
*^ your wars and of your buildings have re-- 
^' duced to mifery. It is truly juft that thofe wha 
^- have been ruined by you ibould be fupported 
« by you." 

q^3 Madame 
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Moifaind dv Maintenon was tnok aflbredQf 
Harned to Louis. She iiirvivf?) him tome yaaris, 
and the Regent Duke of Orleans took care ihal 
die peiifion the King had left her fkoM be rega- 
hriy paid. * 

Petcf the Great, when he caine toPiariS^ wi^ 
TSfy anxious to fee Madame de Maintenon. Sb6 
was very iiAvmy and in bed when he f ifitod heK 
Ke drew afide the curtains to look at that hc6 
which had captivated her Sovereign. A blulh 
p'erfpread her pale cheeks for an inflant TheCsar 
vetireA 



MAS^E DE FEFL 

THE feHowing account of this celebrated 
peribnage is given on the authority of M. Falconet^ 
a leaxned and eloquent Counfellor of the laft Piur- 
fiament of Dauphin^. 

^ 1h the manufcript Memoirs^ of M. de b 
*' Reinterie^ lately in the pofTeffion of the Mturquit^ 
^ de Meiinon-Roman) at Fans, M. de )a Reinterifr' 
^ &ys. That when he commanded in the fortreft 
•• of Pignerol, a prifoner who was confined ift 
^ the ciudel of that place one day (hut the door 

of his room with great violence upon the officer 

wbe waited upon himy. and ran immediately 

*• dowa 
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*' down flairs, in order to efcape from his confine* 
*' ment : he was, however, flopped by the cen* 
*^ tinel at the bottom of the flairs. The officer 
*' in the mean time cried out from the*^ window, 
<^ that the prifoner was making his efcape, and 
" requefted the affiilance of the garrifon. Th^ 
^^ officer upon guard immediately came up and 
" Ijbid hoW of the prifoner, who was fcuffling 
** with the centinel. The officer drew his fword> 
*' when the prifoner cried out, in a very command- 
'* ing tone of voice, Songeza ce que vous faites^ 
•* Monjtiur : Refpeffez ie fang de vos Souveraim-^ 
•* Take care what you do, Sir : Rcfpeft the blood 
*' of your Sovereigns, In the mean time the 
*^ officer who had been locked in came dowi^ 
** flairs, and, on hearing what the prifoner had 
'' faid, put his hand upon his mouth, and deflred 
^* all the perfons prefent never to mention what 
•* they had heard him fay 5 who was immediately 
*^ reCondu6);ed to his old apartment, and guarded 
" with more eare than before. 

** M, de la Reinterie fays, that he told the ftory 
*< to a few confidential perfons about the Court 
'^ of Verfailles, whofe names he mentions in his 
" Memoirs, and that, except to them, he always 
^' prtjferved the moft profound fecrecy of this very 
♦• extraordinary circumftance/* 

q^4 COLBERT. 
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COLBERT. 

SOON after this great Minifler came into the 
management of the finances of France* he (ent 
for the principal merchants of that kingdom, and, 
to ingratiate himfelf with them) and to acquire 
their confidence, afked them what he couU do 
for thenu They unanimoufly replied, ** Pray, Sir, 
** do nothing! Laiffez-nous falre'^Qt^jXttVL'^ 
*^ do for ourfelves.** 

M. D'Argenfon fays, that a perfon un-» 
known to M. Colbert requeiled an audience of 
him, as having fomething of great importance to 
communicate to him. Being adrtiitted to fee 
M. Colbert, he with great gravity advifed him 
to encourage the trade and manufactures of his 
own country, which was large enough to fupply 
itfelf and the other countries of Europe with what 
they wanted, and to give up all the Frenclvcolonies 
in the Eaft and Weft Indies to the Dutch and the 
Englifh, who had very little territory of their own. 
Colbert did not deign to make any reply, but 
turned his extraordinary counfellor out of the 
room* 

Colbert ordered Chapelain, the Author of the 
Epic Poem of the '* Pucelle^'* to make him out a 
lift of the men of learning and talents in France 

who 
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who either wanted or deferved pehfions from the 
Sovereign, and at the end of each name to append 
die character of their merit. Moliere was thus 
defcribed :— ^^ He is acquainted with the true 
** charadler of comedy, and he executes it na- 
" turally. The ftory of his beft pieces is lA 
^ general imitated from others, but imitated with 
^ judgment* His plots are good, and he has only 

** to avoid buffoonery/' 

Of that elegant, voluminous, and inaccurate 
hiftorian Varillas, Chapelaine fays : ^S He is full of 
*• knowledge, particularly that of theology and 
** hiftory. He has written an Account of the Rife 
** of the Houfe of Auftria that is very curious, 
•< and has been very rtuch read. His ttyle is 
<^ neither poliihed nor ornamented, but it is 
« found," 

Louis the Fourteenth, at the inftigation of 
Colbert, penfioncd feveral men of learning and of 
fcicnce in the different Courts of Europe. Colbert^ 
by his orders, wrote the following letter to the 
younger Voffius: 

** SIR, 

<* ALTHOUGH the King is not your fove- 
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reign, he is ftill very defirous td become your 
** benefaftor, and has ordered me to fend you the 
^f indofed bill of exchange as a ma^k of his efteem, 

«* and 
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^ and xs a pledge of bis proto<5lioiu 'Ev^ty oto 
^^ knows how worthily you follow the exampte 
^ of your father, the <^elebrated Ifaac Voffius, and* 
^ that having received from him a name whidli 
^ he rendered illuftrious by hit writings, you ftiH' 
«• maintain the glory of it by your own. Thi§» 
<* being known to his Majefty, he has great* 
** pleafure in rewarding your merit ; and I bKv& 
^^ the more fatisfadition in being ordered byfai^ 
^ Majefty to make you that recompcnce, as at 
*^ the fame time I can aiTure you how much 1. 
** am. Sir, 

«^ Your very humble and aiFcfiionate fervant^* 

^^ Pansj June!, 1663/* 

It has been computed, that Louis's well judged. 
liberality did not amount to more than eight thou* 
(and pounds a-ycar. Fifty or a hi^ndred pounds 
a-ycar was the ufual amount of each peniion^^ 
Chapdain got foincthiiig more for himfelf, and 
that, amongil other rcafons, procured him tlie 
hatred and envy of his contemporaries and couiiltry- 
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yOHAT THE FOURTH, 

IMJKB OF i&AGANZA» AFTERWAJtDS KING 09 

PORTUGAL. 

THE Portugujefe, tired of th^ tyranny which 
Pbilip the Second and his fuccefTors exercifed over 
them, offered the crown of that kingdom to Johi| 
Dake of Braganza* He refufed it at firft, but bii 
wife, the illuftrious Louiia de Gufman, prevailed 
upon him to comply with the wl(hes of bis coun-^ 
trynncn. " Accept, Sir," (aid (he, *' the crown 

that is offered to you. It is a noble thing to 

die a King, even though you (hould not enjoy 
5* your dignity half an hour/* 

John was proclaimed King of Portugal in 164O9 
without the leafl: tumult, and, as fome writer fays, 
as quietly as a foa fucceeds to the inheritance of 
bis father. 

The Duchefs of Mantua, the. Govemeis of 
Portugal for the King of Spain, ^ wiihed to 
harangue from the windows of the palace the 
people who were a(rembled before it, and who theii 
had juft murdered Vafconcellos, her Secretary of 
Scate. Marogne endeavoured to diflfuade her from' 
§)eaking, by hinting his apprehenfions of what 
might happen. *' And pray, Sir, what can they 

" do 
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*« do to me ?" laid the Ducheft. « Only tbrofr 
^ your Royal Highnefs out of the window per* 
^ haps." She took the hint, retired into an inner 
chamber, and was fooa afterwards fent well 

guarded to Madrid. 

The Princes and States of Europe foon after 
tfiis revolution recognized the Duke of Bragsmaut 
as King of Portugal, fent Ambafladors to him, 
and received in their turn his Anibafladors ; fol- 
lowing the maxim of the learned Grotius, ^* that 
•* a Prince does not ftipulate for himfelf, but for 
** the people under his government j and that a 
*' Kkig deprived of his kingdom lofes the right 
*' of fending AmbafTadors." 

Algi.*rnon Sidney, in fpeaking of this event, 
fcysj that the Engliflb Court, though then in amity 
with Spain, and not a little influenced by a Spantfh 
foflion, gave example to others, by treating with 
the Duke of Braganza, and not with Spain,touching 
matters relating to that State. '* Nay,'* continues 
Sidney, " 1 have been infonned by thofe who Mrell 
« underftood the afPairs of that time, that the Lcn-d 
« Cottington advifed the late King (Charles the 
•' Firft) not to receive any perfons fent from the 
** Duke of Braganza (rebel to his ally the King 
^ of Spain) in the quality of Ambaffadors. The 
•* King anfwered, that he muft look upon thaf 
•' perfon to be King of Portugal who was ac- 

" knowledge^ 
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•• knowledged by the Nation. And I am much 
** tniftaken/* adds Sidney, " if his Majefty now 
^ reigning (Charles the Second) did not find 
•* all the Princes and States of the world to be 
** of the fame mind, when he was out of his king- 
** dom, and could oblige no man but himfelf and 
" a few followers by any treaty which he could 
<* make/' 
** Difcourfes on Government," Quarto, page 442* 




CHARLES THE FIFTH, 

DUKE OF LORRAINE. 

THIS great and unfortunate Prince, according 
to Henault, fucceeded to his uncle Charles the 
Fourth, not fo much in his Duchy as in the hopes 
of recovering it, it having been wrefted from him 
by Louis th? Fourteenth. He took as the motto 
tQ his ftandards, ^' Jut nuncy aut nunquam i" bt^t 
was not the more fuccefsful, the Marfhal Crequt 
continually preventing his entrance into his domi* 
nions. He was more fortunate, however, when , 
he fought for others, and gained for his relation , 
Leopold Emperor of Germany (whofe caufc he . 
had cfpoufed) many viftories, both over his re-.. 

bellious 
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belHous fubje^fts and over the Turks. He was ^ 
Prince of great honour and piety, and, according 
to Marfhal Berwick, fo difinterefted, that when 
the Emperor was difpofcd to go to war with France 
(which was the only chance the Duke bad of re« 
covering his Duchy), he wrote to him to tell hiciiy 
that he ought to prefer the general good of Chrif- 
tianity to his private animofities, and that if at 
that particular period he would employ ail his 
forces in Hungary againft the Turks, he could 
nearly promife him to drive thofe infidels out of 
Europe. * 

The Emperor agreed to this magnanimous pro- 
pofal of the Duke of Lorraine, and fent to him to 
come to him at Vienna, to take the command of his 
armies. On his journey he was taken ill of a fever) 
and, a few hours before he died, wrote the follow- 
ing letter to the Emperor, which breathes the IpiriC 
of a Man, a Hero, and a Chrifiian : 

** SIRE, 

« AUSSITOT que j'ai re9u vos ordfcs, je 
" fuis parti d^Infpruk pour the rendre i Vienxtei 
«^ mais je me trouve arrfet6 ici par les ordres d*un 
** plus grand maitre. Je pars, et je vals lul rendr<$ 
•' compte d'une vie que j*aurois confacr€e i votrt 
•* fervice. Souvcncz-vous, Sire> que je quitted 
<< une femme qui vous touche,des enfans auxqnefs 
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^^ )t ne laifie que mon ep^c, et tnes fujets da€it 
•* i'oppreffion. 

« CHARtEl •/* 

Louis the Fourteenth, on hearing of the death 
of the Duke of Lorraine, nobly exclaimed, <• I 
** have then loft the braveft and the moft generous 
" enemy I ever had. His leaft excellence W|t 
*' that of being a Prince/' 



INNOCENT X. 

WHEN this Pope vi^as at Paris, as Monfignot 
Pamphili, in the train of the Nuncio from the 
Papal Court to that of France, he went with tb» 
Nuncio and his fuite to fee the library of a famoui 

Col- 

* " SIRE, 

•* As foon as I received your commands, 1 fet out for 
*' Infpruck, on my way to Vienna j but I find myfelf 
** ftopped in that city by the orders of a greater mafler. 
** I depart, and am going tegivt him an account of a life, 
•* that I would otherwife have confecrated to your fer- 
'* vice. Remember, Sire, that 1 leave behind me a wife 
** who is your relation, children to whom I have nothing 
'* to give but my fvvotd, and loy fub^jidU who are in a 
*' ftate of oppreflion* 

•• ClfAltLtS." ' 
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CoIte£lor of Books. The Colleflor, who had A 
pretty (harp eye upon what was rare in his Col- 
lection, foon mi (Ted a fmall fcarce volume on the 
Liberties of the Gallican Church. He taxed the 
Nuncio immediately with having purloined it* 
The Nuncio defended himfelf by faying, that he 
di4 not care much for a fcarce book ; that he was 
more of a politician than a fcholar ^ and that if any 
one in his train had taken the book, it mufl: be 
Pamphili, who was a curious and reading man* 
Fortified with this authority, the ColleSor ac- 
cufed Pamphili, who denied the h&, very ftoutly* 
The Colledlor however, by the aid of his fervants, 
and after much fcufillng and buftling, threw hiin 
upon the ground, and took out the little book 
from under his long gown. Amelot de la Houflkie^ 
who relates the .anecdote, fays, <' that the hatred 
**^ this Pope entertained againft Louis the Thir- 
*' teenth and the French Nation, very probably 
*^ took its rife from his having been thus roughly 
** treated at Paris/' 



MARSHAL TURENNE. 

THIS great General' was originally intended 
by bis parents for the Church, in fpite of his very 

early 
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M\y difpofition to a military life. The reafon 
^hat was affigned for thus thwarting his natural 
geniuS) was the fuppofed feeblenefs of his conftitu- 
tion, Turenne, to fhew them how completely 
they were miftaken in that refpe^, at the age of 
fourteen ilole away 9ne night from his tutor, and 
was found the next morning afleep upon a cannon, 
on the ramparts of Sedan, the feat of the court of 
his father the Duke of Bouillon. He was then 
permitted to follow his inclination, and fervedaS a 
volunteer under his uncle the Prince of Orange^ 
with great diAinSion ; and by the ufual gradations 
rofe to the honour of being a Marflial of Francei 
and a Commander of the Armies of that Nation. 
To the greated prudence and courage, Turtnne 
added the mod perfedl integrity and At(^^city of 
character ; fo that Madame de SevigAe, in one ol^ 
her letters, does not hyperbolically doTcribe him as 
one of thofe men who are to be met with only iii 
Plutarch's Lives. 

The cannon-ball that killed Turenne took away 
the arm of the Marquis de St. Hilaire^who was on 
a reconnoitring party with him. St. Hilaire's fon, 
a young lad, burft into tears on feeing his father^s 
arm fliot off ; when the father exclaimed," Weep 
** not for me, my dear, but grieve for the death of 
" that great man who is killed by the fame ball that 
^* difabled me." 

VOL. If. R Tureim^ 
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Tureiifte waS c^fily diftingulfhed frdffl the itft 
of his armjr by a pyfed horfe, of Which he was yfeff 
fond, and on which he eonftandy fode. Oifie of 
the Oflkers in the arhiy of the enemy knowing^ 
this, procured a Swifs Officei" Itt theiv fervice, a? 
celekated Engineer, to leVel a- camion particularlf 
at Turenne. 

Ttirenne's foldierS, dn ffeeiiig their Gtttetal deaJ^ 
fufrounded his body, which they CoVefed V^ith ib 
cloak, and watched oVer it the Whde iilght. It 
^as afterwards carried i^n great ponlp tb the Rdyat 
Abbey of St. Denis, near Paris, and ititefled wiAr 
thdfe of the Kings of France. Iti the late geftertl 
wreck and ravage in that country of everything 
that KaS hitherto been deemed diftinguilhed and h-^ 
cred among mankind, it was torh from tts peaeefuT 
a^d hoiiourable fepulture, and was found tmdtt a&iifc 
perfeft. 



MONTECUCULL 

THIS celebrated General ufed to fiiy,diat t gi«ftl^ 
number of Generals is as pernicious to aft itntiy^. 
as a great number of Phyfician^ is to a fick man^ 
He entertained no very high opinion of the cHbtts- 
of allied armies in general, ^^ Thcycotttetbge- 
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^^ ther," iaid be^<< without properiyiuidcrfiittldlng 
^< what each other means ; tfaley bavediffiltnt m^^ 
^ terefts to purHie^ which they will not fiifficiendf 
'< explain to each other ; their language is diffe- 
^' rent, their manners not the {ame^ and their dif- 
*^ cipline diffimilar. Defeniive war,*' adds he, in 
his Commentaries, ^< requires more knowledge 
** and precaution than ofFenfive war. The leaft 
"^^ failure is morta}, and the want of ikccefe is.ex* 
y aggerated by <tar,which afib alwajrsas Amicro^ 
*^ fcope to cabmittes*" 

Montecucuii was calledbyibme of hiicalll add 
itnexperienced officers, theTcaifotizeri Ibr^ kaoW'^ 
ing but txx> well the uncertainty and the txv&xy o£ 
war, he was never in a hurry to riik a httdt^ 
unlcfs he vras wdl aflured of its fttOoe6k He 
however told thofe who were'diffiidsfied tfUk Us 
xondud, ^« I gh>ry in a name whichfWts that 
^ given to the Roman Gtnend who ikvcd hit 
"country, 

Qui cun6tando reftituet rem. 

On being told of the death of the ^^ g^-Uke^ 
Turenne, he faid, " I lament, and I caiuKK too 
^^ much lament the loft of a ihaa above die t9& 
^ of mankind, and who did honour tohnmaanft* 
« tar^-^Je regrttU^ et jt m Jf^urM afi&i r#- 
<^ g tetter J un hdmme an Jejiis eh fimmn^itfui 
** /^ifrit bonneur a h humemitk** 

R a Mon- 
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Montecuculi wrote ^< Comfhehtaries on the Art 
«< of War, " in Italians Tbej have been tran- 
flawed into French. . 



Due DE MONTJUSIER. 

ITHIS excellent Noblehian was the origifiMLl of 
the celebrated Mifanthrope of Moliere. He wat 
a man of learning, of honoUr, and of virtue* Hii 
difpofltioh v^as a little cauftic and fevere, which 
made Madame de Choify compare him to a bundle 
of nettlesj whieh, in whatever way it is turoedy «!«> 
waysftingS. 

Montaufier was the! only oiit of die Courtiers cpf 
Louis the Fourteenth who had the honefty and the 
fpirit to remonftrate with him on the (tAjfsSk of his 
ruinous and oppreffive wars. Louis, on tbefe ocf- 
caHons, ufed merely to fay to thofe about him, ** I 
<* cannot be difpleafed at anything the Due de 
*^ Mofitaufier fays to me, for I know he alvlrajrs 
•' wiihes me well." Louis, however, ftill pei*- 
- fified in his fatal fydem ; yet fuch attradiofts doe^ 
integrity poflefs, even for the mind of a despotic 
and a flattered Sovereign^ that Louis entrufted- the 
care of the education of his only ^on (le Grand 
Dauphin^ as he was called) toM. de Monteufier, 

and 
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dnd appointed him his Governor. The Duke dif- 
chargcd tlie high trult confided to him with equal 
ability and honefty j and in this fituation his memory 
will ever be held dear by fcholars, as he procured 
the celebratedDelphin Editions of the Latin ClaiRcs 
to be made for the ufe of his Royal Pupil 5 in 
which defign he was ably fcconded by the learned 
Huct, who was one of the Preceptors to the 
Dauphin. Montaufier gave very often praftical 
leflons of virtue to his pupil. He took him one 
day into the miferable cottage of a peafant near 
the fuperb palace of Vcrfailles. " SeC| Sir/* 
faid he, ** fee, Sir, t|iat it is under this draw roof, 
** and in this wretched hovel, that a father, amo- 
•* ther, and their children cxift, who are incef^ 
*' fantly labouring to procure that gold with which 
** your palace is decorated, and who arc nearly 
** periftiing with hunger to fupply your table with 
^ dainties." On the day in which M. dc Mon- 
taufier refigned his fituation of Governor to tho 
Dauphin, on his coming of aq;e| he faid to him| 
" If your Royal Highneft is a man of honour, you 
*' will eftecm me : if you arc not| you will hate 
^* me I and I (hall but too well know the reafon of 
« your diflilce.*' 

Louis the Fourteenth told M. dc Montaufier 
one day that he had at laft given up to public juf« 
tice a man of rank who had killed nineteen per- 
' R 3 fons, 
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fons. ^ Sire/' replied be, <^ he only killed one 
^^ perfon} your Majefty killed the other eighteen^ 
<^ My anceftors, Sir,'* added he, wore always faith-r 
*^ ful fervants to their Sovereigns your predecef- 
* ^ fors, but they never were their flatterers. Your 
** Majefty fees, therefore, that the hon^ft liberty of 
^' fentiment whi^h I pofTefs is a right inherent in 
^^ my family, a kind of entailed cftate, and that 
^< truth dcfcends frotp father to fon, as a part of 
** my inheritance." 

Montaufier was Governor pf the extenfive Pro- 
vince of Normandy, and was fetting out for the 
capital of it, s^ foon s^ he was informed that the 
plague had begun to make its appearance in it^ 
His family endeavouring to prevail upon him to 
defift from his intention, as his health might be 
endangered by his refidence in an infected city; ho 
nobly replied, ^^ I have always been firmly con* 
«* vincedinmy mind^ that Governors of Provinces, 
*<' like Biihops, are obliged to refidence. If,how- 
<< ever, the obligation is not quite fo ftri(% on all 
<' occafions, it is at leaft equal, in all times of 
** public calamity,'* 

Montaufxcr reprefented one day to his fovereign 
Louis the Fourteenth, the poverty of the learned 
Madame Dacier, and requeftcd a penflon for her. 
Louis told him that Ibe was a Proteftant, and tba( 
on that account he did not like to diftinguifh her. 

^* WeU 
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*^ Well then, Sire/' replied the Duke/* J will «iy^ 
*' felf give her three hundred loui? d*ors 'm your 
** M^efty's n^me, and when ygu think fit, you 
** fliall return me the t^opey.'* 

Louis, who was not fpnd of bpok^^ aiked Mon* 
taufier why he wa$ always re^^dlni^f ^nd what good 
it did him. " Sire,'* replied be, " books have 
*' the fame efFcdl upon my caind, that the partridges 
« your Majefty is fo good a$ occafionally to fend 
^* me, have upon my body : they fuppprt.and nou- 
'<- rifh it." 

" M. de ^Jon taufier," ftys his Bipgrapber, ** diod 
*' in 1 691, ^t the age of fourfcore, regretted by his 
*' virtuous countrymen, to whom he was the mor 
*' del ; and by the men 0/ Jettejrs, of whom be W^ 
♦« the protedor," 



CARDINAL DE POLIGNAC. 

THIS celebrated fcbol^ and negotiator is thug 
d«fcribed by Madame de Sevigne :— " Cardinal 
*' de Polignaic is a man of the ipoft agreeable un^ 
** derftanding that I have ey^r known. He knows 
** everything, he talks upon everything j and hp 
M ba$ all th^ foftnefs, all the viyacity, and all the 

R ^ pplit^^ 
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^< polltenefs, that one can wifli to find in the con<9 
^* veffation of any man." 

Louis the Fourteenth fald of M. de PoItgna<; 
when he was very young, ** I have juft been t^k- 
f* ing with a man, and a very young one too, who 
" has never once been of the fame opinion with 
" myfelf, yet he has never once offended me by hi^ 
** difFefence of opinion.'^ 

•* I do not know how it is/^ faid Pope Alexanr 
der ihe Eighth to Polignac, " you always appear t9 
*' be of my way of thinking, and yet your opinipti 
«^ at laft gets the better." 

At the Conferences of Gertruydenbcrg,fo mor- 
tifying to the pride of Louis the Fourt^nth, Buys^ 
the head of the Dutch Deputation, interruptef) th; 
reading of the preliminaries that were to be fettled 
between his nation and that of France, by (aying 
in barbarous Latin (alluding to the towns taken 
by Louis in Flanders), *' Non dimittetur ticcatun^ 
** nifi tolUtur ablatum.^^ Polignac With great inr 
dignation replied,*' Gentlemen, you talk too much 
^< likeperfons who have not been accufloqned to 
*^ be viftorious." However, at the negotiations 
previous to theTreaty of Utrepht,when theDut^h, 
at the inflance of their Allies, were obliged to 
confcnt to a peace, Polignac took ample revenge' 
on them, and told them, ** Gentlemen^ we (ball 
^^ not flir from this placr; we (hall negotiate iq 

'* xb(5 
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** th« very heart of your Provinces : we (hall ne- 
^^ gotiate refpeAing you ; and wc fliall negotiate 
** without you." The fuccefs of thisnegotiation 
procured Poh'gnac a Cardinal's hat. Soon after- 
wards, being concerned in fome intrigues againft 
the Regent Duke of Orleans, he wus banilhcd to 
one of his Abbeys, where» verifying the fentimenc 
of Aridotle, ** that a good education enables a 
^^ man well to employ his Icifurc/' he compofed 
his ctlchratcd Latin Poem againft the fyftem of 
Epicurus, called *' Anti-Lucretius.'* The natural 
philufophy it contains is that of DefcarteSi which 
u*as at that time in vogue in FratKc, that of 
Newton not being then (ufficiently known in that 
kingdom** 

Cardinal de Polignac remained at Rome many 
years, Ambafl'ador from the King of France to 
the Pope. While he was in that city, the 
capital of the 6ne artf, he had a proje& for turn- 
ing the courfc of the Tiber for a (hort tiniif, and 
to dig in the bed of that river for the remains of 
antiquity whidi he fuppofcd had been thrown into 
it. ^* In all the civil wars of the Roman Repub<» 
" lie/' faid he, *< the party that prevailed threw 
*^ into the Tiber the ftatu^ of the oppofitc party. 

♦ Pcnf^li^ St^y, a Gcrmtn, has fincc put the fyftem 
of Sir if.tac Ncwion in^ Lathi vcrfe. 

« They 
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*^ They maft ftill remain there," added he : ** i 
•* have never heard thfit any of them have been 
** taken out, and they are of too heavy material^ 
*^ to have been carried away by the ftregm of the 
*^ river/- Polignac ufed to complain^ that he was 
not rich enough to put his proje£l in e^ecufion^ 
even if the Pope, by whom he was miK:h beloved, 
woukl have given bipi all the necefiary powers^ 

The Cardinal was no left a man of dignity of 
mind than of wit^ he was the protcSor of the ' 
Unglifh at Rome ; and when one day, at bis t^ble^ 
gui Englifli Gentleman was very witty at the 
cxpence of the Houfe of Stuart, tiie Cardinal put 
|Ln end to his improper and ill-timed cpnverfattoii- 
|)y telling him, ** Sir, I have orders to ppoteA youi; 
** perf<(Hi> but not your difcourfe." 

The Cardinal ufed to (ay, that as he pafied througl^ 
Rotterdam in his way to Poland, he paid a vifit tq 
the celebratqd 3aylc> and on allying him pf wha( 
religion he then was ( Bayle having changed his 
religion three times before he was five and- twenty), 
|hat ingenious and celebrated writer told him, that 
lie v^as a Proteftant. *^ You know. Sir,*' added 
he, *^ that I proteft againft every thing th^t is 
*• feid, and every thing that is done.'* 

CHJRISTINJ^ 
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CHRISTINA 
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XHIS fingular Princefs left behind her ii| 
inanufcript an account of her life, dedicated to the 
Great Author of it himfclf. It h to be met with ' 
in the third yolume of this pqnderou^ M^n^r^ 
of Chriftina publiOied by M. Archenholtx. She' 
fays, ^^ that (he addreiTes the accQunt of her life ta 
^^ the Author of her Qeing, as having been, by his- 
i^ grace, the one of his creatures that be lias the . 
^^ moft favoured ; that he has m^e fubfervient ti^ 
" his glory and to her happinefs, the vigour of her ' 
^^ mind, and that of her body^^ fortune, btrth^ and, 
^ greatnefs, and everything that can' refult from^ 
** fo noble an aiTemblage of eminent qualities; 
<< and that to have made her an abfblute Sovereigii 
*^ over the moft brave and the moft glorious NaUoii 
** upon earth, is moft aftqredly the fmalleft of the 
^^ obligations (he has to him \ iince, after having 
*^ beftowed upon her all thefe bleffings, he bad 
** called her to the glory of making the nibft per* 
** feSt facrifice (as (he ought to do) of her fortune 
•* and of her fplendor, to reftore glorioufly to 
^< him what he had w^ith fo much goodnefs len( 
« to her/' 

Chriftinai 
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Chriftina wrote feverd Centuries of Maxims^ 

from which the following are extracted ; -■ ' 

** A wife and a good man will forget the paft, 
•* will cither enjoy or fupport the prefent> and 
•* refign himfclfto the future*'* 

. ♦* The Salique law, which excludes women 
•^ from the Throne, is a wife law." 

*' Every feyourite or Minifter that is not be- 
^^ ioved hy his Sovereign, is always in danger.** • 

*'' The world is deceived when it fuppofes that 
** Princes are governed hy their Minifters. How- • 
^ ever weak a Prince is, he has always more 
^ power than his Minifter.*' 

** Everything that dedroys the efteem an^ 
" rcfpc<^ which mankind natur.illy bear toward^ 
"*' Princes, is mortal to their authority.*' 

" Thofe perfons who pretend to govern Princc$ 

'* refeirible the keepers of Lyons arid Tyg^rs, whft 

*' moft affuredly make thcfc animals play the tricks 

*' they wiih them to play. At firft fight, one 

** would ) nagine that the animals were com* 

*' plctily fabfervient to their keepers ; but when 

^*^ they leaft expetS^ it, a pat of the claw^ not of 

*' thegentleft kind, fells the keepers to the ground ; 

f* who then b?gin to find, that they can never be 

*' perfe£ily certain that they have completely tamed 

** the ani;riiiis." 

I* The 
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" Th6 greater part of thofd who frequent the 
^ Courts of. Pfinces, have no other intention but 
** to pleafe them, In order the better to deceive 
*V them," 

^' If mankind would but take the trouble to 
<* confider attentively the iiiiportant-duties which 
^ it is incumbent on a Prince to perform, no ooc 
•' would ever envy them their fituation," 

^ " When men of rank become coachmeiH 
** grooms, and cooks, they plainly Ihew that 
** they are in the fituation for which nature in- 

« tended them." 

* 

Chriftina raifed Salvlus, a man of low birth but 
of great talents in negotiation, to the rank of 
Senator of Stockholm, a dignity at that tiniecon* 
ferred only upon the Nobility of the country. Th^ 
Senate murmured : Chriftina replied, *• When 
t« ^ood advice and wife counfel is wanted, who 
** looks for fixteen quarters ? In your opmlon^ 
** Salvius only wanted to have been nobly born; 
** and be may be well fatisfied, if yoa harve no other 
" reproach tp make him : the part requifite in all 
** employments of State is capacity." 

A manufcript containing doubts of the llnceritjr 
of her converfion from Lutheranifm to Popery, was 
one day fent to her. She wrote upon the back of 
ity what may be well applied by the principal 

aSoiS 
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ai^ors on many other occafions: *< ChibfamH 
•* fcrive : Chi h fcrive nonfa. — The perlbn who 
•^ knows it, does not write; he who writes^ knows 
** nothing of the matter." 

When fbe heard of the perfecutipns and of ifad 
dragonades permitted by Louis the Fourteenth 
againfl: the Proteflants of France* (he iki4p 
^ Soldiers afe very ftrange miffionarics indeed i 
•• France,** added flie, ** is like a wounded perfbii 
** who fufFers that arm to be cut off, which patience 
•* and gentle treatment would have cured." 

" Death," fays Chriftina, in a Jctter which fbx^ 
wrote to Mademoifelle Scudery^ a few months 
before (he died, ^^ that is making his approached 
^^ towards me, and is always fure of bis bloW^ 
*^ gives me no uneafinefs. I expe£l it^ without 
*^ either braving or fearing it." 

Chriftina ordered thefe words only to be put 
upon her monument : 

D. O. M. 

VIXIT CHRISTINA ANW. LXII. 
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CARDINAL ALBERONt 

iNras the fon oT a gardener lie^ PirfMi, afld 
when a boy, officiated as^ell-ririger, khd attef^dei 
upon the pariih-churdi of his village. Tte Iteftor, 
finding him a flirewd (harp lad, taiight him Latim 
Alberoni afterwards took orderly and bad a finiS 
living, on which he rdidedy MxAt ttiiAJAg of th^ 
great fortune that was one day to aWiit )shtu 
M. Campiftron, a Frenchman, SeCiretary to tixe 
puke of Vend&me^ who tomifhanded Lcftiti flbit 
Fourteenth's armies in Italy, was tdthtA; weA 
Itripped of his cloattes, and of all the taoixtf that 
he had about him, by fome ruffians, near Albe-' 
roni^s viUage. Alberoni hearing of his mtsfortune, 
look htm into his houfe, furnifhed him with cloadiSf 
and gaye him. as much money as he coidd ipar« 
for his traveUiog expences *. 



• With good and generous miadB t kind a^on is never 
loft. The following sraecdote ss an additioatl proof ef 
the truth of this opinion : 

'' A Gentleman born at Salonica in Turkey, Mren he 
** was at St. Mary*s Hall, in Oxford, as a Gentlfeman^ 
** Commoner, was very kind to a worthy young ma«, 
** whofe circumftances obliged him to bi; a Servitor of the 
•* iame College. 

«Thc 
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Canipiftron, no lefs imprefled with his ftreilgth 

■ 

cf unilerftanding than with the warmth of his 
benevoIencC) took him to the he.id-quatters, and 
prefented him to his General, as a man to whom 
he had very gr«at obligations* M. dc Vendome 
finding Alberoni to be a man of partS) gave him a 
petty employment under him, and tpok him with 
him to Spain. By degrees be -obtained the Mar- 
(bars confidence^iuid propofcd the daughter of his 
Sovereign the Duke of Parma to him, as a fit 
match for the King of Spain. Albcroni^s pro- 
pofal was attended to, and the Princefs was de- 
manded in marriage by that Monarch, then Phih'p 
the Fifth. I'he Duke of Parma confenteid with 

" The Servitor taking orders, had fome preferment m 
'^ America given him by his friend *8 recommcndiciorf. 
'* On the break ing-(jut of the unfortunate war betweeii 
this and that couniry, he was aceidentally informed 
that the edbte of the perfon to whom he had been (b 
'* much obliged was in danger of being confifcatedi as 
bcini^ luppofcd to belong to a Britiih fuhje^. On 
hearing this, he took horfe immediafcelf , and rodt tothe 
" place where the AlTtrably for the difcuffion of the point 
•• rvds to be held, jiiid proved to the fatisfa^fcion ofthf 
*^ Members, th^tt his friend was not a BritiOi fubjed. 
** The ci\atc of his friend, by this exertion, waa effea* 
tuHJly favcd, nnd he hdd the fatisfaftion of being abla 
thus cfTenti-illv ro flrve a perfon to whofc kindntfk h' 
hrfJ been l"o •^Vfd'Ay indebted." 

grcj 
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Igreat readineis to a match tbat was t0 procure 
#br his daughter the fovereignty of fq great a 
Icingdom as that of Spain, Wheii everjr thing, 
^ras fettled, and immediately before the Priocefs 
i¥as to fet out for her new domioionsi the 
Miniftry of Spain had heard that the Princefs was 
a young woman of a haughty imperious temper^ 
and extremely iiitriguing and ambitious^ They. 
therefore prevailed upon the King to write to tbe^ 
Duke, to requeft another of his daughters in. 
marriage, to whofe quiet difpofition they ccmld 
not poflibly have any obje^ions. The King did 
as he was dedred, and fent his letter by a lpeci<^ 
ineflenger. Alberoni, who was dien at Parma, 
hearing of this, and afraid that all his prcye£U of 
ambition would come to nothing, unleis the 
Princefs whom he recommended, and who of 
courfe. would think herfelf highly obliged to him 
for her exalted fituation, became Q]|ieen of Spain, 
had the meflenger flopped at one day's journey^ 
from Parma, and gave him his choice, either to 
delay his coming to Parma for a day, or to be 
aiTaflinated. He of courfe chofe the firft of thefe 
alternatives, and the Princefs fet out upon. her 
journey to Spain^ and became Queen of that 
country. 

V Alberoni was foon made ^rime Minifter of 

Spain ; a Cardinal, and ArchbiOiQp of Valenda^ 

voL» II. s an4 
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and exercifed his Miniftry with the moft complete 
defpotifm. One of Alberont's projeSs was to 
difpoflefs the Duke of Orleans of the Regency of - 
France, and- to beftow it upon his own Sovereign^ 
as the oldeft repreientalive of the Hoafe of 
Bourbon ; to place the Pretender on the Throne 
of England, and add to Spain the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily. His projeft was however 
difcovered by the Regent, and one of the con« 
ditions he made with the King of Spain waS9^e 
bani(hnient of Alberoni from his councils and htf 
kingdom. With this he was obliged to comply^ 
and the Cardinal received orders to leave Madrid 
in twenty-four hours, and the kingdom of Span 
in fifteen days. 

Alberoni, who took with him great weaM^, was 
upon the fecond day of his journey, when it wa> 
perceived ri^.at he was carrying out of the" kbig- 
dcm with him the celebrated will of Charles 
the Second of Spain, which gave that kingdom to 
its then Sovereign. Perfons were detached from 
Madrid to wreft this ferious and important docu- 
ment from him, which it' was fuppofed he in- 
tended to take to the Emperor of Germany, to 
ingratiate himfelf with him. With fomc violence 
they efFefted their purpofe, and the Cardinal prO*i 
cceded on his journey to the frontiers of Francet 
where be was -received by an officer^ lent by tiir ' 

•Regetit 
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Regent to comluA him through thtt kia(^JiMi m $ 
Seite priibner. As a true poiitician, kowevcfv 
yields to circumftiincct9 tnd is ncvelr tmhvnS^ 
hy any change of a^alrs, Aiberani^ on his arrival 
la France, wrote to the Regent, to ofer hiln 
his ferviccs againft Spain. To this letter, hoWQVeff^ 
his. Highnefs difdaincd to return any aidfwer* 

The Cardinal^s dirgrace happened in tyao^ ai|4 
ke retired to Parma for fome time, till he w«9 
fumoioned by the Pope to attend a Cofififtory^ 
in which hh conduct was to be examined by fomi 
of the Members of the Sacred College, refpeA* 
ix^ a correfpondencc he was fuppofed to havf 
kept up with the Grand $eignipr. He was fenh 
tenced to be confined one year in ^c Jefuita 
College at Rome< After this he returned tp 
Parma, near which city he founded, at a very great 
iexpence, an eftablKhment for the inftrudion of 
young men deftined for the Priefthood. In dHi 
diiaftrous campaign of 174O, the buildings wer^ 
deftroyed by the three armies that werf in thf. 
neighbourhood ; and as the Cardinad wai npt Tup* 
pofed to have been over-delicate in his acquire* 
ment of the means by which bis eftabliibiiitnt 
was to have been fupported, his countrymm^ 
did not appear to exprefs much diflatisfiidion at 
tbe demolition of it. Alberoni, foon after thi|| 
went to Rome, and waa made L^^aia of RoQagii% 

s a by 
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by Clement the Twelfth. He died at Ronlc ill 
'75*» at the age of cighty-fcven ' years. Ht 
preferved intire, to the laft, the powers of his 
mind and of his body. He is thus defcribed in 
his old age by a peribn who was well acquainted 
with him : 

^* He was very chatty in convcrfation) and 
^< talked in fo lively and (o .agreeable a mannery 
*' that it made cVcn the very curious h&s he had 
*< to tell, more intereftlng to thofe who heard 
^ him. His ftories were interlarded with French, 
^* Spanifb, of Italian, as the circumftances re« 
^ quired. He was continually applying fome 
^* maxim of Tacitus, in Latin, to corroborate 
** his own obfervations, or to come in aid of 
^* thofe of others. His general topics of conver- 
^* fation were either the campaigns in which he 
" attended M. de Vendome, his Miniftry in 
** Spain, or the common political events of the 
*^ day. He was rather impatient of contradiction, 
*< and expedled that in argument or in narration 
** the company (hould defer to him.'* 

Alberoni's fpirit was always very high, and hisr 
temper very violent. During the time that he 
was Prime Minifter of Spain, Lord Harrington^ 
the* Englifh Minifter, carried him a lift of the 
fhips of bis country that were then before Bar- 

celonay 
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celona^ and would ad againft it| if he perfifttod in 
kifi endeavours to embroil the peace of Europei by 
anmng the Porte againft tiie Emperor, > tnd by 
making the Csar and the King of Sweden go Co 
war with England, in order to eftablib.tbe Pre* 
tender upon the throne of that country. Alberoni 
fnatched the paper which contained the numbers 
out of the Minifter's hands, and t6r6 It in a 
tfaouiand pieces,' Lord Harringtdhy nothing 
aba&ed, went on <:oolIy with the thread ^f his 
converTation, ^* Et comme je difoisy Monfiignsur?^ 
• When the Mar&al de Maillebois commanded 
the French troops at Parma, in the year 1^46, 
Alberoni waited upon him uponfomtbufineft, but 
was refufed admittance to him by his Seoretary, who 
told him the Marlhal was engagH with fome 
affairs of importance, and could not fee him* 
" Mon amif** replied the Cardinal, 'verfiiuflg- 
nantly, and openino; the' door of the Marflia)'^ 
apartment at the fame time,' '^^ fach^ qup Jff^Je 
** Fendomeme recevolt fur fa chaifi pircii" 

That Alberoni wrote with the fame fpir|| with 
which he aaed, the three foHowing L^Vs'ofhis 
to Lord Melcombe, then Envoy Esttfttordinary 
from the Court of England to the Cburt <^ Sbain^ 
win e(rince. They were kind{y cbouniinicated 
<o the Compiler by Pbnruddock Wykpram^ 
pfq. Member of Parliament for the Cbonty of 

8 3 Wilts ) 



a6a AKSCDOTB8 or 80M1 

Wilts s a Gentleman 6n whom the umniflBCM 
fuffirages of his own County have lately conferredl 
that honour; an honour long merited by. hia 
pleafing manners, his fotial talentSi and his elqpuit 
bofpitality. . . 

^* Du Palais, ce 9 Mars, 1 7 1 7. 

** pAY Thonncur Monfieur de tous envoyer 1^ 
** permiffion que vous avez demand^ depuis un ^ 
'* long terns. Vous fcavez que ce climat n'in* 
*< fpire qu'avec lenteur I'execution des-a&jres| 
<< nous aurons de la peine a le changer^ de forte 
** que il y a de la prudence ale prendre tel qu'il eft* 
•* J*ay rhonneur d'etre 

•* Votre tres humble et 

^ tres obeiiBint ferviteur, 

'• Albsrokx.** 

^' A Monfieur Monfieur Bubb» 
*' Envoye Extraordinaire 
^* du Roi de la Grande Bretagne, 
'« U) fes Mains." 

** Enfzn Monfieur Rubb trouvez bon que ja 
« vous dife, que tous les Cabinets d'Europe oat 
'' perdu la tramontane, puifque la raifon d'eftat 
*' eft abbandon£ aux caprices de qudques par* 
^ ticuliers, lesquels fans rime et ians raifon et 
^ peutetrt par des fins particuUerS) coupent ea 

U rognept 
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*\ rqgncnt, del Eftats ct des Roy^urncs .comoie./ 
« ^'ils ^coient des frotnages d'Holande. ,SQyez.> 
*< perfiiad^ MonCaur que perfonne ne vous dEtime. 
<* €t ne vous honore plus que. 

*^ Le Card. Alb£&oni«'' . 

<• A Madrid, ce 5 April 1718. 

'^ pAi et£ tres ravi Moixfieur d'appreadfievoOre 
*f arriv^ a Loiidres apres avoir elTuie un long jet 
<^ peniblo voyage. Quant a ce que vout m'efcrivcaii 
<^ toucbant le reglcment du Commerce^ jc voui 
^^ diray, avcc la franchife et la probite que tout 
<< avez experioiente dans tout ce que npui avons 
<* traite cnfemble, que ic Roi Catht ne pxendra 
*^ aucune refolution la. defius avant qu'U.ne voyr 
<^ le denouement de la piece. Vous eftet un bpn 
*^ temoin de la fincerite des intentions de & 
^ Majefte Cathol. et des miennej a Tegard dt 
^* TAngletcrre. Vous fcavez qu'on n'a pas 
*^ balance ici de facriiier par deux noaveaux 
*^ traitccs tous Ics avantages qu'on avoit emportex 
^' par le trait6e d'Utrecht, voulant ouhlier le Rot 
*^ Cath. qu'il avoit ete dcpouill^ parte inoyea 
*^ d'Angleterre contre toutes fortes de niifont de 
** fcs Kilats Provinces ct Royaumes} injufticequi 
*< crie toujours vengeance, puii'quc «Uc eft centre 
** les loix divines et humai^es. Far un fi aiigufte 
** iacrifice le Roi Cath. a crU| qu^il oUigeroit 

s 4 « le 
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'^ le Roi de la Grande Bretagne a une jufte 

*' reconnoiflance, et la Nation Angloife a main* 

** tenir une bonne union avec TEfpagnd, et jjtt'a 

^^ Toccaiion s'il n'auroit un et Tautre daiis fcs 

** interets au moins qu'ils demeurcroient dans 

^^ rindiiFerence. Cependant je vols avcc un mortet 

*< chagrin qu'il nVrivera ni Tun n\ rautre^etque 

** je me vcrray expofe aux juftes reproches de 

<< leurs Majeftes. II n'y a une feule GazeCte 

** qui me difc, que votre Miniftere n'eft plu^ 

<< Anglois mais AUcmand, et qu'il eft vendus 

^* lafchement a la Cour de Vienne, et que pat* les 

'* brigues inconnus dans votre pays, on talche 

*^ dc faire donner dans le panneau la Nation auffi^ 

^' C'eft une bonne marque de ce que je yoqs difip 

^' qu'apres de s'etre efpuif^e 1 'A ngleterre d'hommes 

<* et de I'argent poiu- acquerir a rArchjduc des 

<* Eftats et des Royaumcs, on vicnt de lui payer 

<* une grofle fomme. Les fentimens d*eftime e( 

*< d*amittie que j'ay eu pour vous, et que je 

'* conferverai toujours, m'obligent de vous parler 

*' avec ccttc iinceritc, vous aflcurent Monfieur que 

^ pcrfonne ne vous honore ct ne vous refpe6lc 

<• plus que 

•♦ Le Card. ALBi^aoNt.^* 

<> La Reinc vient d'accoucher d'une 

*f t)elle et charmante Princefle.'* 

Wh w 



■ \yhen' the celebmted Cardinal & 'PdB^t,* a 
man who with the extremeft polUlt dl^hiaiiiiers 
uhited the more (oXiA fond of beti^clenc^;' ibtt' 
Miniftcr from the Ctmti 6i Francfe to" thidt ^jt 
Rome, he met with Albtrom living ifl\ihat^citjr 
in no very great dputehcci' He pfobfifed'forlilm 
a very haridfome preifept in nioney ftifcliisl&ine- 
reign Louis the Fiftecriih, and aftfeifwarfs'piii/" 
vailed upon Louis to fettle 9 pfehfion^ot i^iobijr 
Uvres a-year Upon him 5 ^th jgreat't'iififiSLrtic^ 
however, on the part df Alb^oni tb itcep 
Pblignac had in vain endeavdorfeh'ttf ^ut ^tte 
Court of Spain in good^humcur wtHi AKierom,' 
and to procure him froni that Citttirt lr pfeEb^" 
upojti his rich benefice of the Archbifliotnic of* 
Malaga, vvbich he bad b^h obliged to gtv% up^ '^ 

Alberoni's'amu|etnent; whilft he wasttRotnet 
confifted in building and mana^hg 9 finalt eftitte 
behad in the Campagna*'' .. . ' 

Alberoni had written a letter of dianSb 'to 
Voltaire for the hart Jfome manner in wfaith be 
bad fpoken of him ih his General Hiftory. Vol- 
taire in anfwfer fays, *• The" letter with whidi 
^^ your Eminence has honoured me, is as flatter^ 
*' ing a reward of my Works as the efteem of all 
<^ Europe is of your a£lions. You owe me ho 
*^ thanks ; I have been only the organ of the 
** public in fpeaking of yoir. That liberty and 
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^ that truth which have always guided mj pea 
^' have procured me your good opinion. Tbefe, 
^ qualities muft ever pleafe a man of a genius 
<* like yours. Whoever does not efteem l^oip 
'^ may very probably be a man of confequence^ 
*• but he can never be a great man." 

As a politician is ever recurring to his old trade, 
Alberoni, when he was Legate of Romagna^ 
and at the age of feventy, endeavoured to bring the 
little Republic OF Sak Marino, which confined 
upon his government, under the dominion of this 
Pope. The Cardinal had intrigued fo fucce&fuliy. 
with fome of the principal inhabitants, (hat the. 
day was fixed on which thefe Republicans were to 
fwear all^iance to the Sovereign under whofe 
protcdion tl^ey had put thenifelves. On the daj 
appointed, Alberoni rides up the mountaia 
with his fuice, and is received at the doer of 
the principal church by the prieAs and the 
principal iuhabitancs of the place, and conducted 
to his feat under a canopy, to hear High Maft- 
and Te Deum fung (a ceremony ufual iQ 
all Catholic countries upon fimilar occafioQs). 
Unluckily however for poor Albcroni, the Mafs ' 
began, as ufual I fuppofc: in that Republic, with 
the word Libertas* This word had fuch an effect 
upon the minds of the hearers, who began then» 
for ihc firil time perhaps, to recollcil that they 

were 
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wero about to lofe the thing Itfelf, that they fdl 
upon the Cardinal and his attendants, drove them 
out of the church, and made them defcend th6 
very fteep mountain of San Marino with moro 
rapidity than that with which they had afcended 
it, and the Popes have ever flnce that time left 
the inhabitants of San Marino to their old fornt 
of Government *. This Angular event took 
place in the year 1 740. A bon^mot of BenediA 
the Fourteenth on the occafion was current ui 
every mouth : — '^ Alberoni is hke a glutton, whd 
'< after having eaten a large falmon, cannot help 
*• cafting a wifttul eye at a minnow.** 

The following account of this little State» ex^ 
trailed from the manufcript Travels of the acute 
and learned Hillorian of Antient Greecci whofe 
rcflcdlions in dcicribing the moft brilliant periods 
Republicanifin has to boaft, muft infpire ever/ 
Briton with the flrongeil attachment to the Con« 
llltution and Government of his own Country^ 
that of a limited Monarchy^ is permitted) by 
the kindnefs and liberality of the Writeri to cm-*. 
belli (h this Colledlion. 

** AT the diftance of twelve miles from Rimini 
^^ and the Hadriatic Sea, we beheld a cloud capC 

* Communicated to the Compiler by that excellent; 
man General Paoli. 

'^ moun* 
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^ motintaiii^ deep, rugged, and inhoTpitabley yet 
^ to JiritCMis, whofc afFcdlion for their own happy 
^* iilaml chcri(hed even the fainted image of con- 
*< gonial liberty, more attradtive and more tth^ 
'* gsiging than all the gay luxuriance of Tufcan * 
'* platni^. A black expandon of vapour partly 
•' concealed from our view the territory of what 
*^ the Greeks would have called a Nation, feldom 
*' vtfited by drangcrs, though afliiredly moft de-r 
'> forving o( that honour. Liberty brightens and 
*' fertilizes the craggy rocks of St. Marino ; and 
*^ indcrul of paradifes inhabited by devils (for thus 
** tile rccoltcdion or fuppofition of better tinses 
*' indignantly chara£tcrifcs the countries through 
*' which wc hnd juft travelled), this little State, 
*' wc were told, would exhibit rugged hills and 
** favagc precipices cultivated and adorned by 

** *' The epithet Tufcan it juftiCied by the authority of 
'* Polvbiuftf l.ti. c. 14. aiul c. 17. He defcribet that cx- 
** uiiiivi* plain bounded by the AlpSj the Apennines, and 
" the itadriatic, and alio the plains about Molt and 
*^ Cipua, called the Phlcgnean Fields, as antiently in- 
•• habirc'l by the Tufcans. The territory of this people, 
'* he i'^y^y formed incomparably the lineft portion of 
** lCuro()c. KLfurc Tulybius wrote his Hiftory* the do • 
*' minion of tbc Tufcans had contra^cd to a narrow 
'* fp.in ; and according to the faying of the modern Ita- 
'* Iians, \vhilc the Pope poirclTcs the marrow, the Great 
*^ Puhc of Tuilany has now only the bones, of Italy *' 

" the 



^ the fttibborn induftry df free men^ wlft^labdur 
** with alacrity, becaufe tbey reap with fccurtty*' 
•* We panted at the thoughts of takhtg s nearer' 
•< furvey of this political wonder, a«d were im- 
*' patient to leave Rimini; but the country ad^ 
«« jacent to that city was dehtgdl with rain; thfc 
** rivers continued to overflow $ horfes could not 
*' fafely cUmber over rocks; and Rimini could 
** not furniih u^ with mules* But they are^ delicate 
<* travellers whom fuch puny difficulties coulA 
^* reftrain from v4fiting diis iliuftrk>us mountain^ 
*^ where Liberty, herfeif a mountain goddefs, haf 
** upwards of fourteen centuries Bxed her rural 
** throne. Carelefs of mules^ or borfes> 0r car* 
^^ riages, to which laft the Republic of St. Marino 
^ is at all times inacceffibie, we adopted a mode 
** of travelling which in a country where poihp is 
'^ immoderately fiudied) becaufe wealth is too 
^^ indifcriminately prized^ might pbOibiy have 
** excluded unknown- wanderers from the proud 
** manfions of Nobles and Princes, the Palaces of 
** Bi(hops, and the Vineas of Cardinals, but 
'* which, we rightly conjedtured, would^ recom- 
** mend us as welcome guefts to the citizens of 
*^ St. Marino, whofe own manlinefs of chara&elr 
*' muft approve the congenial hardihood of hum- 
** ble pedeftrians. 

« The 
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^< The diftance from Rimini to the BorgOi or 
^ fuburbs of St. Marinoy for the Cittt» or cky^ 
^ ftands Haifa mile higher on the hill, is cooiputed 
<^ at only ten Italian miles. But the badhefs ot 
^^ the weather and of the roads would have en- 
^^ creafed the tedioufnefs of our fatiguing journeys 
*< had not our fancies been amufed by the ap^ 
*' pearance and converfatton of fcveral perfonv 
•' whom we occafionally met or overtook, and 
<^ who, notwithUanding that hardnefs of featured 
^^ which charadcrifes mountaineers, difplayed in 
^^ their words and looks a certain candour and 
** fincerity, with an undefcribed mixture of hu-^ 
*' manity and firmnefs, which we had r<irely feen 
^* pourtrayed on the face of an Italian. Such 
^* virtues, perhaps, many Italians may poflefi i 
^< fuch virtues Raphael and Guido probably 
^^ difcerned in their contemporaries ; unlefft it be 
*^ fuppofed that the Antique not only ennobled 
^ and exalted, but originally infpired their con**" 
^* ceptions. Yet whatever might be the prc« 
** eminence of Roman beauty, during the fplen- 
<' dour of the Cinque CentOy it muft be confeflc4 
^* of the Italians of our days, that the cxpreffion 
**' inculcating virtues of the mild or generous caft^ 
^^ feldom breaks through the dark gloom and 
<< fullen cares which contract their brows. and 
** cloud their countenances* 

« At 
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• ^ At the diftance of ftve mtks from Rtmini) a 
^ fmnli rivulet, decorated by a diiproportioMbl/ 
^ large Hone bridge, which at another iiea(bct of 
^ the year would have exemplified thu Spantlh' 
^ proverb of a bridge without water^ fepavites 
^ the territories of St. Marino from thofe of the' 
^ Pope. Proceeding forward, we found the rMd' 
** extremely narrow, much worn by the rain,' 
^ alternately rough, and flippery, and always To 
^ bad, that we congratulated each other on re-' 
^ jeding the ufe of the miferable ripi that wer4 
<* offered to us at Rimini. In the midftof a besvy' 
<< (bower we clambered to the Borgo, fituate on 
«« the fide of the hill, and diftant (as already iaM) 
*^ half a mile from the Citti, on its fummit The 
^ former is deftined for die habitation of peaftnts,* 
** artisans, and ftrangers; the honour of inha^*' 
*^ biting the latter is referved for the nobleSf the' 
^ citizens, and thofe who, in the Itnguage 'Of* 
^* antiquity, would be ftyled the public guefts of 
*< the Commonwealth. In the whole territory' 
*< there is but one inn ; and that of courfe in the' 
*< Borgo ; for lone houfes are rare in all parts of 
** the Continent, the Britiflh dominions alone, hy' 
•« their native ftrength and the excellence* of their' 
«< government, being happily exempted* from the' 
** terror of banditti in time of peace, and marauders 
•* in time of war. We difcovercd the inn at St. 

** Marino, 



%ft AKECDOTiS OF SOMft 

** Mariner, as is ufual in Italy, by the crowd 
*^ before the door. Having entered, we were 
^ civilly received by the landlord, feated by the 
*^ fire-fide in company with feveral other ftrangers^ 
*^ and fpeedily prefented with a bottle of fparkling 
^^ white wine, the beft we had tailed in Italy^ 
*^ and refembling Champagne in the chara&eriftie 
*' excellencies of that fprightly liquor* 
.. ^^ We lud.not remained long in this Caravanfera 
^^ (for fuch is the proper name for the place of 
*' hofpitality in which we were received), whea 
*^ the drefs, manner?, and converfation of our 
*^ fellow-travellers flrongly excited our attention,; 
*' and afforded fcope for boundlefs fpeculation*. 
•* They were the moft favage-looking men that I 
^^ had ever beheld -, covered with thick capottas%. 
^^. of coarfe dark-brown woollen) lined with black 
^ (beep's fkin. Their hats, which they kept on, 
^ their heads, were of an enormous fi2e> fwelling 
^ to the circumference of an ordinary umbrella. 
'* With their drefs and appearance their words 
^^ and geftures bore too faithful a correfpondence. 
<♦ Schioppi*' 7md ^^ coltellate'* (gun-lhotsand dag-. 
^ ger-thrufts) were frequently in their mouths. As 
*^ the wine went brifkly round, the converfatiotv 
&^ became ftill more animated, and took a turn 

♦ Great coats • 

*^ more 



<* more i^iMHy terribk . Tbay pQv ti4hid of 
<* nothing but fierce encountejn, buif-lpMadth 
*< efcapcii and hi4eQtt9 Itu'king-plagci. {"rom 
M thi9ir whole behaviour, there wai re«fon tq ip« 
^< preheod, that wp had unwwly fiillfn intp fioQpt^ 
** pany W4(b RiiMldp's party : hut f^ ftw hin^i 
<< thai dropped from hifn who wm fWlil Ultwi* 
** catod Anally undeceived ui| and diiisovwsdi to 
*< our (atitfa&ion ai>d (bamei that inft^qf ^bfiid 

«« of rohbcri> w« bad oidy m«t with » pirty of 

** fmuggkri. Their maiTy ^ipottai wd hr9%d« 
<^ brimmed hats formed their defipofive arP9iir 
*^ againft Cuftom-houfe oficcrs find Sbiiri ^ I 
<< and the narratives which (hey tieard or fc)a^ 
<< with fuch ardor and delighti contained tbf mS^ 
^ of prowefs by which they bad repelled the \ifVWf 
^ of the Romans, and the arte of ArMtnexn by 
<« which they had deceived the eunifiag of tJie 
<^ Tufcans. From the intermediate fitUfktlQn pf 
^* St. Marino between the dominioni etf TvG^wy 
>< and thofe of the Pope, its territory is contimially 
<< Infedcd by vifits from thofe unlicenfed traffickerSf 
^* who being enemies by trade tp tMb wbaad* 
<< minifter the laws and oolUi£\ Che ftftwai of' 
** their country, naturally degenerate into iiritig 
<< and diforderly ruffians, the terror of peaceful 

* Thofe who cxccutt the ordsn of eifil xnagiftratsi. 

VOL. zx. T ^ men^ 
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^* men, and both the difgrace and the bane Of civf- 
•* lized fociety. 

" From the company of the fmugglers we 
** loilged to feparate, the more becaufe they 
** eagerly folicited Our ftay, pfomifing to condu'ft 
<^ us ikfely acrofs the mountains, and to defend 
*< our perfons and properties againft robbers and 
*< aflfaffins ; ^ut We thought it a piece of good 
'< fbrtune, that our moft valuable property) at 
" we {hewed to them, confifted in our fworcte' 
'^ ahd piftols. Having called our St Marino 
** hoft, we paid him for his wine and his (kulage 
^^ (prcfciutti); and were pleafed to find, diat 
^< contrary to our univerfal experience of Italian 
^* landlords, he was uncommonly thankful for' a 
^' very itioderate gratification ; a fingularity 
** which, though it probably proceeded from His 
•* being little converfant with Englilh and other 
<< opulent travellers, we treafured with deligHt) 
*< as a confpicuous proof of Republican * virtue, 

« that 

• " The words * Republican rirtue* muft found hkdh 
'< to modem e^rsi fo (hamefuUy has a wild Democracy 
'' abufed and profaned the name of RepubUck. Yet,. ac« 
** cording to Machiavelli and Montefquieu, and their &)af* 
•* tcr Ariftotle, Rcpublicks require more virtue than Mo- 
*< narchicS) becaufe in Republicks the Citizens make laws 
<< to govern themfclves, whereas in Monarchies the fub« 

" jefti 



blSTIKGtlSHSD PtKiOVB. 7.f$ 

'^ that had efcaped pure and unfuUied frckn the 
'^ contagion of thofe worthlefs guefis, with whom 
^ the nature of his trade condemned him often to 
** aflbciate. 

** About two o'clock in the afternoon, wt left 
<* the Borgo to climb up to the Citta, carrying 
*^ our (words in our right hands ; a precaution 
*' which the company we had juft left warranted 

» - * 

^ in this modern Republick, but which, as Thu- 
<« cydides informs us in his proem, would have 
^* expofed us to be branded with the appellation 
*' of Barbarians in the Republicks of Antient 
** Greece. Before we had reached the fummit of 
^< the hill, the cloud had difperied, the fun (hone 
/< bright, we breathed a purer air, and the clear 
*' light which difplayed the city and territory of 
*< St. Marino, was heightened by contraft with the 
^^ thick gloom which involved the. circumjacent 
•* plains. Tranfported with the contemplation 
<^ of a landfcape which feemed fo admirably to 
<^ accord with the political ftate of the mountain, 

'< je£^s are compelled to obey the laws made by the Prince* 
"In Republican Governments, therefore, the Citizens 
" ought, in the words of Ariftotle, and of a ftill higher 
** authority, * to be a law utito themfclves.* How few 
** Nations therefore are qualified, in modern times, for 
** living happily under a Republick \ and leaft of all, that 
** Nation which has ihewn itfelf the leaft virtuous of all." 

T 2 "a bright 
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** a bright gem of Liberty amidft the darknefs of 
*' Italian fervitude, we clambered cheerfully over 
** the precipices, never refiefiing that as there 
<' was not any place of reception for ftrangers in 
^ the Citta, we might pof&bly be expofed to the 
•* alternative of fleeping in the ftre^ts, or return- 
'^ ing to the Caravanfera, crouded with fmugglers^ 
** whofe intoxication might exafperate their na* 
" tural ferocity. From all our paft remarkS) we 
<^ had concluded that the vice of drunkennefs was 
^^ abominated even by the lowed clafles ot the 
** Italians. We dreaded their fury and their knives 
^* in this unufual flate of mind ; but amidft all Qur 
*' terrors could not forbear philofophifing ♦ on 
*• what we had feen, and conjecturing, from the 
^ tumultuous merriment and drunken debauchery 
" of the fmugglers, that the femed fobriety of the 
^ Italian Nation is an artificial virtue arifmg from 
^' {i^Jation and accident, not depending on tern- 
** perament, or refulting from charafter. Drink- 
** ing is the, vice of men whofe lives are checquered 
<( by viciiHtudes of toil and eale, of danger and 






• " This word requires an apology » for the facred name, 
of Philofophy has been as fhamef ulJy polluted in modem 
times, by Sophids and Sceptics, as the word RepubJ^ck 
•* by madmen and levellers. The prefent generation 
** muft pafs away, before either of thcfe term* can reftuna 
♦« its priftine and native honours,*'. 

** fecu- 
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^ (ccudty* It is the vice of fektierfi} mirinerff 
^* Mid iHuitfincn ; of thofis who eserctfe boiftemu» 
<< oconpatiooi) or {mrfue deiigeroul uniiieilieiits § 
** atKl if the modern ItiduM are kff uddiAed tm 
^* excefs in wine tl^ tlie Greeks and RmmM i» 
^^ antieiKi or the Engliili and Gerrnane in itiodern 
^* timesi their temperance mvf &ir!y be afi;|ribed» 
<* to the indolent monotony of their liftkfe li^^H ^ 
<* whLch^ being never exhauAed by fiitiguei ean 
*' never be gladdened by repofe^ and beif^ tieyer 
*^ agitated by the terrors of danger, can neViT be* 
*^ tranfported by the joys of deliverance* 

<< Fmm theTe airy fpecalations by which we 
^ fancied that we ftri))ped Italy of wtiat feme' 
^* traveiiers have too haftity conceded «o be the ' 
<' only vrrttte Which (he has hk^ we Were 
^* awakened by die appearance of a venerable 
<< peHbn, in a bag wig and fwordy cautiottfly 
^ leading his Bourrique^ down the precl|ri<$e. 
** He retimied our fdditte with an air of coMtaljr 
<< befpeaking fuch affabilrty, that we qnYtfkly 
'< entered into converiatioil with him) and ^f- 
" covwed to our furprise and joyi that we Werd 
*^ in Company wrth a very rdpeftsMe peribnage^ 
^< and one whom Mr. Addifen has dignified wkh 
«< the appellation ef the < ftmrthman in ihe ftMt/ 

* Aft. 

T 3 •* The 
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<< The flipendiary pbyfician of St. Marino (for 
** this was the perfon with whom we were con- 
^* verfing) told us, that we might be accommo-^ 
^< dated with good lodging in the Convent of 
<< Capuchins ; and as we were ftrangers, that hd 
^ would return, (hew us the houfe, and prefent us 
** to Father Bonelli. We expreffed our unwil- 
<^ lingnefs to give him the trouble of again a(^ 
^* cending the hill ; but of this trouble Ac deeply-^ 
** wrinkled mountaineer made light, and we 
^f yielded to his propofal with only apparent re*r 
<* lu£bnce ; Ance, to the indelicacy of introducing* 
^i ourfelves, wc preferred the ii\trodudion of; a 
<^ man whom we had eyen cafually met with on* 
<< the roa4* To the Conyent we were admitted 
<f by zfr^tefirvenUy or lay friar, and cpndu&esd 
^S to the Padn Maeftro^ the Prior BoQelli, a maa 
*' fixty y^ars old, ai\d, as w^ were told \^j the 
^< Phyfician, defcended from one of the nobleft 
^^ families in the Commonw^th. Haviiog re- 
<* ceivc^ and returned fuch complim^iits as are 
*^ hel^ indifpenfable ia this ceremonious cpuntryy 
^^ the Prior conduced vs above ftaii[s, and (be^^ed 
^< us two clean and comfoi^le chambers, which 
*< he fiud we might command, whi\e we deigned to 
' ^ honour the Republick (fuch wcre.his ezpireffions) 
^* with the favour of our relldence. As to ouf 
y\ entertainment, he (aid we might, as beft pleafe^ 

« us^ 
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* US, either fup apart by ourfelves, or in company 
<^ with him and his monks. We told hun, 6ur 
^* happineb would be complete, were we permitted 
^* to enjoy the advantage of his company and 
^ conver&tion. My converfation ! Yoa fball 
^ foon enjoy better than mine ; fince within half 
<< an hour I fhail have the honour of conducing; 
** you to the houfe of a charming young Lady (fo 
^ I muft call her, though my own kinfwoman}} 
^^ whofeCi7;nf^ry2rziV/rf afTembles this evening. Du- 
^^ ringthis dialogue a fervant arrived, bringing our 
^ portmanteau from Rimini, and thereby enabling 
'* us with more decency of appearance to pay our 
** refpefb to the Lady, in company with the Prior 
** her uncle. The Signora P— -» — receive us po- 
*^ litely in an inner apartment, after we had ' pafled 
^< through two outer rooms, in each of which there 
<< vras a fervant in waiting. Above a dozen 
<' Gentlemen, well drelTed 'and polite after the 
^' fafliion of Italy, with fix other Ladies, fohned 
^ this agreeable party. Coffee fiiid Sorbettis 
** being fervfed, cards were introduced i' s|nd' in 
^ quality of ftrangers, we had the honour of lofinjg 
" a few fequins at Ombre widi the Miftre^s <rf 
•* the Houfe. The other Ladies prefcnt i&o^ iip, 
•* each of them, two Gentlemen; fo^ Ombre is 
*< the univerfal gatoe, becaufe in Italian Affemblies 
^ the number of men commonly triples diat of 

T ^ « women: 
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^< women: the latter, when unmarried, ieldooA 
<'* going abroad I and when married, being am* 
*^ bitious of appearing to receive company every 
^ evening at home. During Ac intervab of play^ 
<' we endeavoured to turn the eonver&ttoo on tho 
'< hiftory and prefent ftate of St. Maruio, but 
^* found this fubjed to be too grave for the conv* 
^ pany* In this little Statc> as well as in other 
*< parts ef Italy, the ibcial amufemeiits of lilb 
^' conflfting chiefly in what are called Conv$rm 
^^ /azhnij have widely deviated ^rom , the Sym^ 
^ p^^a of the Greeks and the C^nviv^ia pf the 
^< Romans. Inftcad of philofophical dialoguot 
*< and epideiktic orations ; -and infliead of thofis 
*< animated rehearfals of approved works of hiC» 
<^ tory and poetry, which formed the entertain^ 
<' ment and delight of antiquity, the modern 
*^ Italian Conv4rfa%ionci exhibit a very different 
^ fcene \ a fcene in which play is the bufiiie& > 
^* gallantry the amufement i and of which avarice^ 
^* vanity, and mere fenfual pleafure form tho 
^^ ible conned^ing principle and chief ukuaato 
^< end. Such InOpid and fuch mercenary A£* 
^^ femblies are fometimcs enlivened by the jokes 
^^ of the b(4fFoon % the Improvifatore (bmetimea 
^^ diifplays in them the powers of his memocy 
^< rather than the elegance of his fancy ; and 
<^ every entertainment in Italy^ whether gay oi 

^ ierious^ 
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<^ feri^Mi if ilWayt feafonecl with rhufic i but 
^ chif Ay th^t fo/t vokiptuouii nwiCit which wjfr 
^ btnifiitd by LycurgvSt profcribed by Plaio, md 
*^ prohibhod by other Legiflatorsy under (wtrtr 
^ pen&ltiies, as unfriendly to virt(*e and deftrtidiv^ 
^* of manhood. The great amufementt of Ufe are 
^< comnnonly nothing more thsui images of it» 
*< neccflary occupations} and where the latter, 
<< ihereforei are diftercnti fo alfo tnuft be the 
<* former. Is it becaufe the occupations of tho 
** Antients were left foftened than thofis of tlie 
*^ Modernsi that women are found to have adted 
*^ among different Nations fuch different ptrta in 
^ Society i and that the contnift is fo ftrUung 
^* between the wife of a citisen of St, Marinoy' 
'* furrotinded with her card-tablcS| her mttfic> and^ 
<^ her admirerB, and the Roman Ltioretia, usA 
^^ firi iiditam hn^ intir lucubrmtUt ^ncilUni 
^^ (Tit. Kv. i. 57.) or the more copioiit de(crip«» 
^* tiona of female inodefty and induftry giiren hf 
** Ifchomachus in Xcnophon's l*reatiie oh Do« 
*' meftic C£conomy f In modern Itdly this con« 
*< traft of manners drfplaya its grealeft fbrcet 
*^ Though lefs beautiful and left accoinpli{hed than 
^ the KngliQi and French^ the Italian women 
^ expetSt fuperior attention^ and exafi greacef 
<^ afliduitics. To be well wid) Che Ladies^ is tht 
** liigheft ambition of the mem Upon this priit«>' 

^ cipte 



%S% ANECDOTES OF 80MB 

** eiple their manners arc formed i by this dieir 
u behaviour is regulated; and the art of conver-* 
^* iation, in its utmoft fprigbtlinefs and higheft 
^ perfection, is reduced to that playful wanton* 
<* nefs, which touching (lightly on what is felt 
*' moft ienfiblyy amufes with perpetual fbadows of 
♦* deftred realities. 

** To the honour of St. Marino, it muft be 
** obfervcd, that neither the Prior Bonelli, hor 
^^ two Counfellors who were prefent, took any 
** confiderable part in this too fportive convdr^* 
** fation i and the Gentlemen at the Signora P— ^ 
*^ were chiefly Romans and Florentines i men^ 
*^ wc were told, whom fomettmes misfortune and 
*^ fometimcs inclination, but more frequently ex^ 
*• travagance and neccflity, drive from their rcf-^ 
*^ pcClive countries, and who, having relattoni 
** or friends in St. Marino, e(labli(h themfelvea in 
*( that cheap city, where they fubfift on tbe wreck 
^ of their fortunes, and elude the purfuit of their 
** creditors. 

** Next morning Bonelli having invited fisvcral 
<< of his fellow-citizens to drink chocolate, wef 
** learned from them, that the morality and piety 
<* which had long di(lingui(hed St. Marin09 daily 
<< fuffercd decline through tbe contagious influence 
^^ of thofc intruders, whom good policy ought 
H never to have admitted within the territory, but 

** whcoit 
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*< whom the indulgence of humanity cot^d n&t; 
** be prevailed on to expel. 
. *^ After break&ft, our good-natured landlord 
<* kindly propofed a walk, that his EngllA gueftt' 
^* might view the city and adjacent country. ThQ ' 
^^ main ftreet is well paved, but narrow arid fteep,' 
^^ The fimiiarity of the Houfes indicates « happy' 
•* mediocrity of fortune. There is a fine cifteri^ 
^* of pure water ; and we admired the coolneA 
^ and drynefs of the wine-cellars, ventilated by 
^^ communications witl) caverns in the rock. To 
*f this circumllanoe, as much as to the quality of 
*^ the foil and careful culture of the grape, tho' 
^^ wine of St. Marino is indebted for its peculiar' 
** excellence. 

*« The whole territory of the Rtfjbublick extendi 
** about thirty miles in circumference. It is of 
*< an irregular oyal foniii and its mean <isameter 
** may be edimatcd at fix £ngli(h miles. The 
*^ foil, naturally craggy and barren^ and hardly fit 
^^ for goats, yet aftually maintains (fuch are the 
^< attractions of Liberty) upwards offeventhoq- 
*^ fand perfons ; and being every-whcre adorned 
*^ by muIberry-trccs, vines, and olives, fupplies 
*< the materials of an adyantageoys trade, particu- 
<( larly in filk, with {(omej F]oreace| andotlieiif' 
♦* cities of Italy, 
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^ in extent of territory, St. Marino, inconfido* 
** raMe as it feems, equals many Republicks that 
^ )uve peifornn^ mighty atchicvements and pur- 
^^ cbaiei immortal renown. The independent 
^^ States o( I hefpist and Plataea were refpefHvely 
^^ leis extenftve ; and the boundaries of the modern 
^^ Repubiick exceed thofe of <^gina andMegara^ 
^ the former of which was diftinguUbed by its 
^ commerce and its colonies in Egypt and tho 
^ Eaft I and the latter, as Lyfias and Xenopboo 
^^ inform us» could bring into the Aeld» befidea 
•« proportional bodies of light troops, gooo bsmdy- 
** pilcemen, who with the fervice of Mars united 
*^ that of Cer^s and of Bacchus ; extraAing firooO' 
^ bleak hills and rugged mountains rich barv^ftft 
^ aAid teeming vintages. 

<^ The reittembrance of our beloved Republickft 
^ of Greece, ennobled by the ineftimable gifts of 
*^ unrivalled genius, endeared to us St. Marina 
^ even by its littlenefs. In this literary eotbufiafijiy 
**' we Qould willingly have traverfed every inch o£ 
<* Its diminutive territory : but polttenefs required 
^ that we (hould not fubje£t Bonelll and his 
*^ friends to.fuch unneceflTary fatigue; and the. 
^* changeablenefs of the weather>a continual varia« 
^^ tion of fun *(hinc and cloudinefs^ the fblemnity 
^^ of dark magnifying vapours, together with tho, 
^ velocity of drizzly or gleamy (bowers, prioduced 

«« fiich 
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^ (lich unufiial accidents of light and (hade in this 
V mountain fcene, as often fufpended the motioa 
^ of our limbs, and fixed our eyes in aftonifhment* 
^' From the higheft top of St. Marino we beheld 
*^ the bright fummit of another and far loftier 
^ mountain, towering above, and beyond, a dark 
^^ cloud, which .by contraft threw the conical top 
*^ of the hill to fuch a diftance, that it fcemed to 
•* rife from another world. The height of St. 
•* Marino (we were told) had been accurately 
** meafurcd by Father Bofcovich) atid found to be 
** nearly half a mile above the level of the neigh- 
•♦ bouring fea. 

*^ Almoft immediately after returning from cur 
** walk, dinner was ferved at the Convent ; for 
*^ the politenefs of Father BoneUi had prolonged 
^ his ftay abroad far beyond his ufual hour of 
** repaft. Speedily after dinner we were con- 
^^ du£ted by the good father to the dnvirJazUufi 
*^ of another lady, alfo his relation, where w^ 
*^ bad the honour of meeting the Capitamos^ or 
^* Confuls, the Commijfareoy or Chief Judge, and 
^ fevcral diAinguifbcd Members of the Senate* 
•* Recommended only by our youth and curiofiiy, 
^^ we fpent the evening moft agreeably with 
*< thofe refpe^blc magiftrates^ who were as com* 
'^ municative in anfwering as inquifltivein afking 
** qucftions. The company continually in- 

• ** creafmg^ 
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** creafing, and Father Bonelli carefully addrefGng^ 
•* all new-comers by the titles of their refpedivd 
•^ offices, we were furprifcd toward the clofe of 
^^ the evening, and the ufual hour of retirement> 
•' that we had not yet feen // Signer JOotton znd 
•* // Padagogo Publico^ the Phyfician and School* 
*' mafter, whom Mr. Addifon reprefents as two 
•* of the mbft , dirtinguifhed 'dignitaries in the 
*' Commonwealth. A {bort acquaintance is fuf- 

• 

•* ficient to infpirc confidence between congenial 
•^ minds. We frankly teftified our furprize to the 
^ Father. He laughed heartily at our fimplicityi 
*^ and thought the joke too good hot to be com- 
«* municated to the company. When tl:cir vo-^ 
*' ciferous mirth had fubfided, an old gentleman, 
** who had been repeatedly invefted with the 
^ higheft honours of his country, obfervcd, that 
•* he well knew Mr. Addifon's account of St. 
<* Marino^ which had bsen tranflated more than 
^^ once into the French and Italian langtiages. 
^^ Remote and inconfiderable as they were, his 
•* anceftors were highly honoured by the notice 
** of that illuftrious traveller, who, he underftoody 
<^ was not only a claffic author in Englifh, but 
^< an author who had uniformly and.moft fuc- 
** ccfsfuUy employed his pen in the caufe of Vir- 
•* tue and Liberty. Yet, as muft often happen 
'< to travellers, Mr. Addifon, he continued^ has. 



•• in 
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<« in rpeaking of this little Republick, been de- 
<^ ceived by firft appearances* Neither our 
** Schoolmafter nor Phyfician enjoy any pre« 
** eminence in the State* They are maintained 
^ indeed by public (alaries, as in feveral other 
*< cities of Italy ; and diere is nothing peculiar in 
^ their condition here, except that the School- 
<* mafter has more and the Phyfician lefs to do 
^ than in moft other places, becaufe our difeafet 
** are few, and our children are many. This iidly 
^^ having been received with approbation by the 
<< company, the veteran proceeded to explain the 
^ real diftindion of ranks in St. Marino, confift- 
^* ing in the Nobili^ Cittadinif tnd Stiptndiate^ 
^ Nobles, Citizens, and Stipendiarief* The 
*^ Nobles, he told us, exceeciJ not twenty fa- 
<* milies, of which feveral enjoyed eftates with- 
<< out the territory, worth from three to eight 
«* hundred pounds a*year fterling: Tliat, from 
*< refped to the Holy See, under whofe protec- 
** tion the Republick had long fubfifted quietly and 
<< happily, many perfons of diftin£lion in the 
'^ Pope's territories had been admitted Cittadini 
<< Honoratlj Honorary Citizens of St. Marino, 
*< particularly feveral illuftrioui houfes of Runini, 
<< and the forty noble families of Bologna* Even 
' ^ of the Venetian Nobles themfelves, antient as 
^ they certainly were, and invefted as they ftill 

« con- 
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*^ continued to be with the whole fovereigntjr* of 
*^ their country, many dirdabed not to be aifb<» 
^* ctiited to the diminutive honours of St* MarinD, 
^* and to increafe the number of its citiaent % ttid 
^ that this aggregation of illufttious foreigners^ 
*^ far from being confidered as dangerous to puUic 
^^ liberty, was deemed efTential, in fo imali a Com** 
** monwealth, to natioiul fafety, 

^* Left the convcrfation might take another 
" turn, [ drew from my pocicet Mr. Addifon^S ac- 
^^ count of St. MariiK),which, being exootdin^y 
** fhort, I begged leave to read, that his efrorSs if 
<^ he had committed any, might be corrcAed, atid 
** the alterations noted which the country hoi un« 
*< dcrgone in the fpace of ieventy years, from 1763 
•* to 1773. 

** The propofal being obligingly accepted, I 
«« read in Mr. Addifon, ' They have at St. Ma« 

* rino five churches, and reckon above five Cliou- 
^ fand fouls in their community.' Inftead of which 
*^ I was defired to fay,* They have in St. Marlnoi 

* ten parifhes, ten churches, and reckon above 

* feven thoufand fouls in their coroipttniCj.' 
«^ Again Mr. Addifon fayf^, * The Council of 

* Sixty, notwithftanding its name^ ronfifts but of 

* Forty peribns.' I'hat was the cafe wbea this 
<^ Dluilrious author vifitedthe Republick | but the 
*^ Council has fince that time been augmented 

"by 



^ hf Twenty members, and tke nunriwr xi0# 
^ agrees with tke name. Thdb CHTCiiniAaQted 
^ are important ; /or froiti ihem k afqiears, thart 
"^ wbile the QGigyK>uring terrttcuy of Rome 19 
"^ impoverished and gloomed by the doninion of 
^ ecdeiiafticf, of which, in the iNirdt of Dr. 
f^ Robertfon, ^ to (ijueeze and to amaft, tntto 
' meliorate, is the objeA *$' and wUetbe tietgh^' 

•^ bonring 

• ♦ »* See Robertfon'^ Chatrles V. r%L U fc£t- ul«p. li^y; 
** The Po^or adds, " The patpimonjr "^rf iBt. P^fter wt* 
'* worfc;. governed thao any oji;her part pf Europe 5 and 
** though a generous Pontiff might fufpend for a Hdict 
"** or countera^b the effe€t of thoft vices which are pi^g- 
** liar to the governme^nt of ecctefiaftics, the cfifeafe not 
^' only reitiiiined incurable, but hss' gone tn increafiDf 
^*. from Bg4 to age, and tiie dectiot of tb« Sltie tus Icept 
"** pace with its progref^/' !9a T0tdii^<9ver tbirpiSi^ 
*', a doubt ari&s whether it ought not to he d^m^eii, as 
** unjuftly fevere. Confidered in one view^the domioioo 
'* of the Popes was paturally prejudicial to Soci.Cty ; but 
"*' an evil becomes a good, whieh ptiVtritt c^ll« gf^iter 
<* than itfeff. The authority of Popes reftndned the 
^ alternate tyranny of paraitiouiit £lagi Mfd fivdd 
'*^ BaroDt. Reiigton, ki its lea^ perfeft form, wMf i 
^^ eheck to headftroivg pa^Oo, and a rdt^aint •% rinttad 

* violence : and fhouldit be admitced, chatfbe SMiporai' 

^< government of ecclefiailics bad ttuded tddc)»M^A^ 

^^ kidiiftry and populoufiMiaof tbtirltmiltdlitaiaoiOiiiiGfiir 

« (a pofition wliich woirfd f^$ M 1^ 4ott|tol^Hfa< 

* "^uyl. II, u ** clt- 
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^ bouring cities of Tufcany' are acciiled ct 
<* (hamefuliy abandoning their privileges and dieif 
*^ wealth to the Grand Duke^ who, parfimonious 
*< in the extreme, as to his own perfon and 
'^ government, is thought folicitous of feconding 
<^ by his heavy purfe the wild prcgeds of bis 
*< brother the Emperor Jofeph, die little Republick 
^ of St. Marino, on the contrary, has been 
*^ increaiing its populoufnefs, confirming its 
'< ftrength, and extending the bafis of its govern** 
'^ ment« For thefe advantages it is indebted to 
<^ its mountainous Situation, virtuous manners, and 
*' total want of ambition ; which laft-mendoiied 
'* qualities, as antient hiftory teaches us, are &r 
** from being charafteriftic of Republican govern^ 
^^ ment; though a Republick that is without 
*< them, can neither fubfift happily itielf, nor allow 
** happinefs to its neighbours* 

^ In the Republicks of Italy (St Marino alode 
*' excepted), the people at large are excluded, by 
^ the circumftance of their birth, from any prin- 



ft 



elaborate invelligation to fubftantiate)! yet this local de« 
prefiion would be coropen fated and overbalanced by the 
'' diftinguiihed merit of the Popes, in the prefervatioa, ad* 
<< vancement, and diffufion of learnings ctvility» and 
** elegant arts ; to which Rome, in barbarous ages, offered 
<< the only« or the fafeft, afylum ; and of which Ihe ftiU 
'< exhibits the moft iaeftimabie models.'* 
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'• cipal (hare in the fovereignty. Inftbad of one 
*' Royal Matter, they are fubje£ks of 600 * petty 
<^ Princes ; and their condition is far lefs eligible 
^^ than that of the fubjeAs of Monarchies; be- 
^^caufe the latter cannot be coHei^ively degraded 
^ by the rank of a Monarch, which, excluding 
^^ comparifon, is fuperior to envy ; and are indi* 
<^ vidually entitled to afpire, by their talents and 
•* merits, to the exercife of every magiftracy, 
^' and to the enjoyment of every preferment and 
*' every honour which their King and Country 
*^ can beftow. The Republick of St. Marino, on 
^^ the other hand, like feveral Commonwealths of 
'^ Antiquity, and like fome lefler Cantons of 
^** Switzerland, for the greater are univer£dly 
^^ moulded after the rigid Italian model, contain^ 
^' what is found by experience to be a due mixture 
^< of popular government among fo fimple a people^ 
<' and in fo fmall a State. The Council of Sixty 
^< . is equally compofed of Nobili and CittadimyPsL*^ 
'^ tricians and Plebeians. This Council, which 

* " In the (hop of an eminent bookfeller and publifber 
" of an antient and celebrated Republick of Italy, I was 
** explaining to a young patrician the nature of an EAgliih 
" Circulating Library. Why don't you, faid he, turn- 
** ing to the bookfeller, introduce fuch an inftitution } 
" The other replied, Soiro troppo principi f'^'Wt have 
** too many princes," 

V z •< may 
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-** may be called the Senate, condudfi the ordi- 
*' nary branches of public adminiAration f but tht 
'* JtrtngOj or Affembly of the People, containing 
•* a Reprefentative from every hotife or family, 
*' is fumAioned for the purpofe of eleSi^ns and 
■* on other important emergencies : it has alwajrs 
** approved the decifions of the Senate. In chufing 
** Senators and Magiftrates, the refpeft of Ae 
** citizens for hereditary worth commonly raifea 
•* the fon to the dignity before held by his fadier, 
'*' Indeed moft profefSons and empl6yments de- 
*^ fcend in lineal fucceffion among this fim{>le 
'* people ; a circumftance whict explains a very 
•* extraordinary faft mentioned by Mr. Addifon, 
** that in two purchafes made rcjpeftively in th^ 
^^/jrears iioo and 1170, the names of the com- 
'* miffioners or agents, on tht part of the Repub* 
^* lick, fliould be the fame in both tranfadionsf 
** though the deeds were executed at the diftance 
** of feventy years from each other. 

** Notwithftanding the natural and proper in^ 
*^ fluence of wealth and birth and merit, the 
** liberties and properties of individuals arc in- 
** comparably more fafe in St. Marino than they 
can ever poflibly be under the capricious tyranny 
of a levelling Democracy ; and the people at 
•* large have the firmed fccurity, that their fupe- 
^^ riors will not abufe their juft pre*eminence^ 

«< finco- 
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<^ Ance all the plebeians of full age are tr^ed to 
*^ arms, and commanded by a fort of military 
*^ tribune of their own chufing, whofe employ- 
^ ment is inferior in dignity to that of the Capi^ 
^' ta»i0S or Confulsi yet altogether di(tin(S from 
*^ the jurifdi£kion of thofe Patrician Magiftrates. 
** This important military officer is overlooked 
^^ by Mr. Addifon, who has alfo omitted to 
** mention the Treafurer of the Republick. The 
^^ bufmcfs of the latter confifts in colleAing and 
^^ adminiftering the public contributions, iind in 
<* paying the Stipendiati or penfionaries, whofe 
<^ falaries, as may be imagined, are extremely 
'* moderate i that i>f the CommiJfare9 or Chief 
** Judge, amounting only to fixty pounds a-yrar. 
*^ His income is confiderably augmented by the 
** fportula or fees paid by the litigant parties) fo 
^ that his whole appointments fall little ihort of 
*' one hundred pounds per ann. a fum which in 
^* this primitive Commonwealth is found fufficient 
** to fupport the dignity of a Chief Juftice. 

** The laws of St. Marino are contained in a 
<' thin folio, printed at Rimini, entitled, ^^ StatuU 
" Ill9firij[fma R^ipublica ;" and the whole hiftory 
^^ of this happy and truly illuftriouS) becaufe 
^ virtuous and peaceable, community is com* 
** prifeJ in the account of a war in which the 
^' Comn)on wealth aflitled Pope Pius II. againft 

u 3 " Malatcfta, 
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^ Malatefta, Prince of Rimini ; in die records of 

*^ the purchafe of two caftles, with their de- 

«< pendent diftrids, in the years iioo and 1170 ; 

** and in the well-authenticated narrative of the 

^* foundation of the State above fourteen hundred 

^* years ago by St. Marino, a Dalmatian Architef^ 

*' whoy having finiflied with much honour the 

^' repairs of Rimini, retired to this folitary moun- 

^' tain) pradifed the aufterities of a hermit, 

*^ wrought miracles, and with the affiftance of a 

'^ few admirers bulk a church and founded a city, 

'< which his reputation for {an£lity fpeedily reared, 

** extended, and filled with inhabitants. In die 

^^ principal church, which as well as that of the, 

^^ Francifcans contains fome good pi^res, the 

'< ftatue of this Saint and Lawgiver is ereded 

^^ near the high altar. He holds a Mountain in 

. ^ his hand, and is crowned with three Caftlesi 

^^ emblems which, from what has been above (aid, 

*' appear fitly chofen for the arms of the Republick* 

*^ Mr. Addifon obferves, that the origin of 

*^ St. Marino muft be acknowledged to be far 

'^ nobler than that of Rome, which was an afylum 

^^ for robbers and murderers, whereas $t. Alarino 

** was the refort of perfons eminent for their piety 

** and devotion. Thjs obfervadon appears to me 

« to be erroneous in two refpe^, decoradng 

^* with unfair honours the one Republick, and 

^' heaping 
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^* heaping unmerited difgrace on the other. If 
^* piety founded St. Marino, with this piety much 
<* fuperftition was intermixed ; a fuperftition un- 
^^ friendly to the beft principles of focietyi and 
<^ hoftile to the favourite ends of nature, preaching 
^^ celibacy, and exaAing mortification, the hideous 
<* offspring of ignorance and terror, deteftingmen 
^^ as criminals, and trembling at God as a tyrant. 
** But Rome, according to the only hiftorian * 
<* who has circumftantially and authentically de« 
*^ fcribed its early tranfatStions, was an expanfion 
*< of Alba Longa, itfelf a Grecian Colony, which, 
<^ according to the immemorial and facred cuftom 
^ of its mother-country, diff^ufed into new iettle« 
^ mcnts the exuberance of a flourifhing popu- 
*^ lation, produced by the wifeft and moft liberal 
^ inftitutions. According to the fame admirable 
^ hiftorian, the manly difcernment of Romulus 
^ offered an afylum not merely foi; robbers and 
^* murderers, but for thofe who were threatened 
^* with murder or robbery, who fpurned fubjeAion, 
^' or fled from oppreffion ; for amidft the lawlefs 
^^ turbulence of antient Italy, the weak needed 

protestors againft the ftrong, the few agaiuft 
*^ the many; and Rome, at her earlieft age, 

already fyftematically aflifted the weakeft party i 

^ Dlonyiius of HalicaraaiTut. 

u 4 « tbua 
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<< thu^. ickptmg in- h«r intuu:; duit politick • 
<< bcroiiniy that W9Q 4eftia«4,1py firm Uf^ mjtftic 
«' flvpfS^ t(y conduA iipr maAtMo4 4^cl m^tfifit^: |<^ 
«< the fsiir Mertigptf of ^onfi^tfi^ Naitii^fis.. 
«^ B^^ in ttieir origin iai4 i» tbftiiriHtl^^l^y 

<^ QoC «nd^ of a cosip^riibn, ^Mt oi a .:flici|iHig 
^< (Bofitr^iil } and cocBprefiti as ^ ttM^J^^i; Kie-*. 
<« filMi«^ be$freea the 4omk)iioft» ^f ,|bf P^p« <ni 
<< diofl of ^fs Gr|m4 Pu|E€y CO wboff ful^^as 
^ fit. Marine it hound tp ftll^w « free pasflage 
<< thrbngk ic$ territory, ita citi^en^ wonU defe^rvc 
*^ rtdicvla ^ ^ty> did th^y affed die charaSf r» 
*^ iH" imiiate ihe mwitis, nS tbofa magnaoiinaiut 
^ &eiiatersl, ^lio, for tbe fpace of moft t)iM> two 
** cctitUtiea^ fway^ tfaa politicks and controuled 
^ Ibc revolutiona of the world. . OMavince^ tbat 
^ their Indepondonce refults from th^r infigni* 
* ficantys U^i Senators of St. Merino finiled, 
« wbefi we read in Mr. Addifon, < Tbefe Re* 
<< publicans would ieli dieii^ liberties dear to vxy 
^ that atttdced them.' We had not the indeli^^ 
^ cacy to defire them to interpret dits finile ; or 
f^ to make ourfelvea any cosiment upon it, being 
<* perfuaded, that, precarious and (hadowyastbeir 
*^ liberty is, their rational knowledge and their 
*< virtues have enabled them to extrad from it both 
^ fubftantial and permanent enjoyment, and make 

« them 



DISTINGUISREO PERSONS. 297 

<< them live happier here, amidft rocks imj fnows, 
<< than are their Tufcan and Roman neighbours 
*^ in rich plains and warm vallies. 

** To the inhabitants of this little State, th« 
** Arengo^ the Council, the different offices of 
^^ magiftracy, innocent rural labours* and military 
** exercifes equally ufeful and innocent, fupply 
** a continual fucceflion of manly engagements. 
*' Hopes and fears refpe£ling the fafety of their 
•* country awaken curiofity and excite inquiry. 
** They read the gazettes of Europe with intereft j' 
** they ftudy hiflory with improvement ; in con- 
** verfation their queflions are pertinent and 
** their anfwers fatisfa«5iory. Contrary to what 
•* has been obferved by travellers of other 
•* Italians, the citizens of St Marino delight in 
** literary converfation ; and Mr. Addifon reniarks, 
" that he hardly met with an unlettered man 
** in their Republick. In fpeaking of Beccaria*s 
" book on Style, then recently publifhed, one of 
*' the Senators faid, that it was a treatife on ftyle^ 
*' in a very bad (tyle, abounding in falfe ornaments 
*' and epigrammatic gallicifm. Another obferved,* 
•* he wiflied that fafhionable writer, who had been: 
** commented on by Voltaire, an author ftill more 
•' fafbionable and more pernicious than . him* 
*^ felf, would confine himfclf to fuch harmlefs 
^^ topics as rhetoric and ftyle \ for his book on 

** Crimes 
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^ Crimes and PunifhmetKs was calculated to do 
** much ferioiift mifchief, at lead to prevent much 
^ poQtive good ; becaufe in that populanr work he 
^' bad deciaimed very perfuafively againft capital 
'^ ptinifliments, in a country long di%raced by 
** capital crimes, which were (carcely ever capi* 
^^ taliy punifhed. 

** The love of letters which diftingoilbcs the 
^ people of St. Marino makes them regret that 
♦^ they are fcldom vifited by literary travellers. 
^ Of ouF own countrymen beloiiging to this de« 
^ Icription, they mentioned with much reSpeSt 
^ Mr. Addiibn and II Signor Giovanni Symonds, 
•* now Profeffor of Hiilory in the Univerfity of 
**^ Cambridge We were proud of being clafled 
^ with fetch men by the hoiieft (Implicity of thefe 
^ virtuous Mountaineers, wlK>ni we left with 
<^ regret, moft hcarti-ly wilhing to them the coir- 
^ tUiuance of their liberties ; which, to men of 
^ their char;ti5tcr, and theirs only, are real and 
**■ folid blclUngs. 

^* For let it never be forgotten, that the inefti* 
•* mablc g\\i of civil liberty may often be provr- 
^ d<:ntiaily with-hcid> becaufe it cannot be fafely 
•*• b»cftt)wcd, ualefs ratioiul knowledge has been 
*^ auaifHcd, and virtuous habits have been acc^ired* 
♦* In the language of the wifeft man of Pagan 
*♦ aiiticj^nity, a great length of time is TwCjuifite to 

** the 
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^« the formation of any moderately good Govern- 
** ment } becaufe that Government is always the 
^* beft, which is the beft adapted to the genius 
^* and habits of its fubjeds ^« The inftitutions 
** which fuit the well-balanced frame of mind of 
•* the Mountaineers of St. Marino, who, breathing 
•* a purer air, fcem to have diverted themfelvcs of 
** many of the grofler and more earthly affeflions^ 
^* might ill accord with the fofcened tenants of 
*^ the Capuan Plains i flnce, according to the 
** fame penetrating fearcher into the fecrets of 
*^ human nature, * the inhabitants of the Fortu- 
** nate Iflands, if fuch iflands really exift, muft 
** either be the moft virtuous or the moft 
** wretched of men/ Ariftotle hardly knew the 
^^ inhabitants of the Britifh Ifles j but let us, who 
•* know ourfelves and our good fortune, confide 
** in the afTurance, that this incomparable Author 
** would no longer entertain the above geographi- 
** cal doubt, were he to revive in the eighteenth 
*^ century, and to vifit the Brittfh dominions under 
** the government of George III. As we have 
*^ long been the happieft of Nations, let us cherifh 
^* the hope, that the caufes of our happinefs are, 
** morally fpeaking, inalterable. The charafter 
^^ of our anceftors, uniting, beyond all people on 
"^^ earth, firmnefs with humanity, gave to us our 

* Ariilot. Politics/ ii. 6. 

« Govern- 
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" Govarnrr.cnt ; and the prefervation of our Go* 
** veinment, as it now ftands, under a Prince who 
" is at once the Patron and the Model of thofe vir* 
** tues on which alone National profpcrity can reft, 
" forms the fureft pledge foi the liability of thftd 
" charaScr, which has long adorned, and we nrutt 
** will ever adom> the envied name of Ha.iT0S>*^ 

The Engraving orALBERoNi annexed is b 
from a poilrait of that extraordinary perfonj ij 
Trevifatii, in the poflclfion of the DukS 
BEAuroRT) at Badminton near Bjth, which'Ai 
prcfented by bis Eminence himfelf to his Gra 
father. 

The View of Sam Marino is alteiifferfBiJ 
{ketch made upon the fpot by Mr. Wilson", ^ 
celebrated Landfcape -Painter, in 1751, whm' f 
travcUeJ through Italy in company with Mr.X 
of Noibury-Patk. 
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'V XEN ilic hufband of this Jprincefe, George 
Frincc if Dennark, joined King William, James 
x\\: L'i:..rT.J.!ier^'!vfaidj " What, has the iittle £/7- 
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*' makes one's life pafs away agreeably. But, 
** alas I there is fuch a change in the world fince 
** 1 knew it fiift, that though one's natural plea- 
** fure is to love people, the generality of the 
^ world are in fomething fo difagreeable that it is 
^^ impoflible to do it i and added to this, I am a 
'< cripple, lifted about like a child, and very fel« 
•* dom free from pain." 

The two following Ihort letters have perhaps 
little to recommend them, but tliat they are Ori- 
ginal Letters of this celebrated Lady. 

^^ I BEG you will give me leave to trouble yott 
<^ with this letter, and beg the favour of you to 
" fliew it to the Prince. There are perpitu^fy% 
** tboufand lies of me— *That 1 am ytry indiffe4 
^* rent about -, but I hear now that it is f^d I was 
** angry with Do&or Hollands for .waiting upoit 
<* the Prince. Upon my word, fo far from It, th^t 
*^ 1 never once named bis Highuef$.: I think I 
<^ have the honour to be enough known to hin^ 
*< that he will not dot^bt of the. truth of tiiis, after. 
** I have given my word upon it. If I had not a 
<< refpe£l for the Prince, I ihould not have 
>' troubled myfelf about it, . 

** I am, SIR, 

^^ Your moft humble Sertrant, 
Jugufl 19, 1733. *♦ Marlborough.'* 

^ SIR> 
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" SIR, 

^ I MUST trouble you with my thanks for rfie 
f ^ favour of your two obliging letters, and fo (oon^ 
'^ which makes it the more fo» 

** I am, s I R, with regard, 

*' Your moft humble Servant, 

" Marlborough.** 

^^ I Beg my liumble duty to the Prince, and 
^^ many thanks for the honour of enquiring how 
*' I do. I am i\\\\ the fame as I have been this 
** long time, very ill.** 

During the preparations for the trial of Harlej 
Earl of Oxford, a relation of his went to the 
Duchels of Marlborough, with a copy of a letter 
which the Duke had written to the Pretender. 
She, taking the letter from him, and reading it, 
tGre it to pieces. He then fhewed her die origi* 
nal. The trial foon after was flopped, on a fnp- 
poled mifunderftanding between the Hoicks of 
Lords and Commons. 
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MjinHKlV PRIOR 

in the latter part of his life refided at Do^A Hall> 
EfleK, and amufed hihfffelf v<rith a ftleft pitty of 
trlendsat any kind of noltferffc that bccurrtfd. Sir 
James Thdrhhill Was cfften of the party, and rrt the 
evening, between dinner and fupj>er, ufod to makd 
drawings of fonle of Mr. Prior's guefts. Prirf 
tifed to write verfes lender them. Under the head 
6f Mr. Tirtlothy Thomas, Chaplain to^ Lord 
Oxford, Prior wrotei— i 

_ f 4 

This phiz, fo well drawn, you may cafily know^ 
It was done by a Rnight for one Tom \^itK an ($• 

. Under Chriftian the Seal^Eiigfanrei-^s kecd 
Prior wrotc-^ 

This, done by candlelight and hazard, 
h meant to Ihew Kit Chrrftian*t titavziird. 

An ingenious and elegant CoHeSor hat many 
of thefe portrart»y with the verfrt uhder than ill 
Prior's hand-writing. 

At Lord Oxford's Seat at Wimi^e (now 
Lord Hard wickers) there hung m firie f^iAurt 
of Harley in his Speaker's robei, with the roll 
of the Bill in his hand for bringihg in the pre« 
ient family ; wfakb, if I mifteke flio^ Wdf 4oni 

vot. II. X b/ 
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by his cafting vote. In allufion to Harley^i 
being afterwards Tent to the Tower, Prior wrott 
with a pencil on the white fi:roU|— ** Bill paid 
«• fuch a day." 

Hei like many an £x-Minifteri became hypo* 
chondriacal in the latter part of his life ; hi| 
a£tive mind, not having any pabulum to feed it» 
began to prey upon itfelf. He became deaf, or at 
leaft thought himfclf fo« When fome one aiked 
him^ whether he had ever obferved himfelf deaf 
when he was in office : ** Faith," replied hei ^ I 
*< was then fo afraid of my heady that I did not 
** attend very much to my ears/* 

Prior kept his FeUowfhip of St. John^s College^ 
Cambridge, to the laft. ^' The falary," faid be^ 
*' will always enfure me a bit of mutton and a 
<< clean (hirt/* Prior (who had been Minifter* 
Plenipotentiary) printed his Poems by fubfcriptioit 
in the latter part of his life for fubfiftence } be 
made two thoufand pounds by them. It is fingu« 
lar enough that be ihould have been rccom* 
mended to Queen Anne to be her Ambaffiidor at 
the Court of France, as being very converfimt in 
matters of trade and commerce. Prior was a very 
high-bred man, and made himfelf peculiarly 
agreeable to Louis XIV. by this talent* He 
prefcntcd his College with a pidure of himfelf, in 
a very fine brocaded fuit of clothes s— be there 

has 
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has very much Fair noble. This Pidture has never 
been etigraved. 

The late excellent Duchefs of Portland had 
five Dialogues of the Dead in MS^ written by 
this celebrated Poet ♦. One was between Charles 
the Fifth and Clennard the grammarian ) another 

♦ Prior's Dialogues in the Duchefs of Portland's pof- 
felfion are thus defcribed in the Preface to Nichols's 
" CoUeftion of Poems." 

•* The late Recorder of Cambridge [Pont] had fecn 
fome MS. Dialogues of the Dead of Prior's ; thejr 
were profe, but had verfe intermixed freely 3 and the 
*' fpecitnen, I heard, proved it. The Dialogue was bc- 
'* tWeen Sir Thomas More and the Vicar of bray. You 
** muft allow that the characters are well chofen ; and th<^ 
'* fpeakers maintain their refpe£tive opinions fmartly : at 
'* Uil the Knight feems to come over to his adverfary, at 
*' leafl fo far as to allow that the doctrine was convenient, 
*< if not honourable } but that he did not fee how any 
<' man could allow himfelf to z€i thus : When the Vicar 
" concludes ; Nothiiig eafier, with proper management ^ 
•* &c» You rauft go rhc right way to work.— 

«* For Confiience, like a fiery horfe^ 

« Will fbimble> if you check his courftf 1 

*< But ride him with an eafy rein^ 

'* And rub him dowm with worldly gain, 

«* He'll carry you through thick and thin» 

*' Safe, although diny, to your inix,*' 

•* This certainly is fterling fenfe»" « 

X. 2 betwcCA 
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between Sir Thomas More and the Vicar of 
Bray ; another, I believe, between Oliver Oronw 
well and his Porter. They are faid to afcound in 
readtnefs of repartee and livelinefs of tenrmrk. It 
fs to be hoped that they will bei pubUibed. 



GRANVILLE, 

LORD LANSDOWNE. 

THE following letter was written by Ait 
elegant Nobleman to his Nephew, ou his taking 

orders : 

" MY DEAR NEPHEW, 

** WHEN I look upon the date of your hft 
*^ letter, I mud own myfelf blameable for not. 
^' having fooner returned you my tbaaksibr it. 

" I approve very well of your refolution.^' 
'^ dedicating yourfelf to the fervtce of God:' you 
<* could not chufe a better mafter, provided yott 
'^ have fo fufficiently fearched your heart as to b* 
*' perfuaded you can ferve him well : in fo doings 
'* you may fecure to yourfelf many bleii^ngs In 
<< this world, as well as a fure expectation in thr 
*«^ next 

♦^The 



(.ft 
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■ ^« There is one thing which I perceive- ycm 
!** have not yet thoroughly fnirged yourfelf from, 
>^ which 18 flattery: you have beftowed fo much 
** of that upon me in your letter, that I hope ydti 
^ have no more left, and that you meant it only 
** to take your leave of fuch flights of £incy, 
>< which, however well meant, oftener put a man 
>^ out of countenance than oblige* 

<< You are now become a fearcher after truth : I 
^^ fliall hereafter take it more kindly to be juftly 
^^ repmved by you, than to be undefervedly conl* 
>* plimcnted, 

I would not have you underftand me as if I 

recommended to you a four Prefbyterian feve* 
<* rity ; that is yet more to be avoided* Advice, 
'< like phyiic, (hould be fo fweetened and prepared 
^ as to be made palatable, or nature may be apt to 
f^ revolt againft it* Be. always fincere^ brut at the 
^ fame time always polite. Be humbley without 
** defending from your character ^ reprove and 
'< corred^ without offending good- manners: to 
'< be a cynic is as bad as to be a (ycopbant. You 
^ are not to lay afide the gentleman with your 
^^ fword, nor to put on the gown to hide your 
^ birth and good*breedrng, but to adorn it. 

<^ StKh has been, the malice of the world fronir 
*' the beginning, that pride, avarice, and am- 
*^ bitix:m, have been ch<;rged upon. the priefthood 

X 3 "in 
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^< in all ages, in all countries, and in all reltgiotis : 
^ what they are moft obliged to combat againft in 
<^ their pulpits, they are moft accufed of encourage 
^^ ing in their condu^ It behoves you therefore to 
^ be more upon your guard in this^ than in any 
*^ other profeffion. Let your example confirm 
(( your doctrine i and let no man ever have it in 
^* his power to reproach you with pradifing coa« 
♦* trary to what you preach. 

*^ You had an uncle. Dr. Denis Granville, Deaa 
<^ of Durham, whofe memory I (ball ever reveres 
<< make him your example. San£iity iat ib.egQry 
^^ fo unaiFe(^ed, andfo graceful upon him, that.ia 
<< him we beheld the very * beauty of holineft :* 
^< he was as chearful, as familiar, and condefoend^ 
^^ ing in his converiation, as he was ftri^, regit* 
^^ lar, and exemplary ia his piety ; as weU->l»ed 
<< and accompliflied as a courtier, as reveitnd and 
^^ venerable as an apoftle ; he was indeed in everjr* 
*^ thing apoftolical, for he abandoned all to fid* 
^' low his Lord and Mafter. May you reiembic 
<^ him I May he revive in you ! May bit ^it 
*< defcend upon you, as Elijah's upon Eliiha I 
^* And may the great God of Heaven, in guiding> 
^^ direding, and ftrengthening your pious refdu* 
«< tions, pour down his beft and choiceft blcjSngt 
" upon you ! 

«i You 
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*< You (hall ever find me, dear nephew, your 
^< moft afFe&ionate uncle, and fincere friend, &c» 

*« Lakspowne." 

Lord Bacon, wfaofe great mind pervaded every 
obje£l: of art and of nature, &ys finely, in fpeak<«> 
ing of fermons, •* Wines which at the firft 
^^ treading run gently, are plealanter than tho(e 
•* which are forced by the wine-prefs, forthef^ 
<^ ufte of the ftone» and of die hufk of the 
** grape ; fo," adds he, •* thofe doctrines are ex- 
^< ceedingly wholefome and fweet, which flow 
*^ from the Scriptures gently prefiedf and are not 
^ wrefted into controverfies and commoo-places^'V 

Our Clergy are too ^pt^ in their dUcourfes^ 
to raife doubts ^g^inft that religion they lhou)d 
merely teach. ** They raife doubts*' (according tp 
the laft eiccellent Charge of the prefent Bisifof 
Of Hbrefo&d) *< to perfons who have very pro« 
^^ bably never heard of them heface; a|id th^ 
*f doubts of thofe who have had the misfortune tq 
^* hear them before, cannot be toUvpi in A Hh 
*• pouffe of half lljn hour,** 
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* 

pop e: 

*< AS Mr. Pope,** fays Richardfon, «^ and mjr* 
** felf were one day confidering the works of 
^ St. Evremond, he afked me how I liked diat 
** way of writing in which profo and verfe vr^se 
*' mixed together. I faid, I liked it well, for 
*• that fort of off-hand occafional produAims. 
« Why,** replied he, *< I have fomc thoughts of 
** turning out fome fketches I have by me of va-i 
^* rious accidents and refle£tions in this manned/' 

Pope, like many other aiFcAedly deficate perfon^' 
profeiTed to be fond of certnn difhes merely dn' 
account of their rarity; A Noblemaa, a friend bf 
his, who wiAed to correct this difgufting hAlkt^' 
in him, made his cook drei^ up a' rabbit, tcuflS^ 
up as a fbreigp bird, to which he ^ve fome fiii# 
name, and feafoned with fomething extreme^* 
ftvoury. The Bard ate of it very- heartily, and 
expreflfed his relifh of the tafte of the fuppofix! 
dainty ; and Was not a Kttle difpieafed, when his 
friend told him the trick he had put upon htm. 

Pope, according to Mr. Spence, in his " Anec- 
" dotes," defined Sir Robert Walpolc to procure 
from the Cardinal Fleury a benefice for his 
CatholiQ friend the Rev. Mr- Southcote. The 
great and good-humourecl Minifter (in fpite of 

thp 
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the fatire with which Pope had la&ed Kings and 
Minifters) wrote to the Cardinal who gave Mr. 
Southcote a benefice fomewhere in tht Soudi of 
France. 



-#"^ 



SOPHIA, 

£LECTRESS OF HANOVEK. 

' THIS fource of the IHuftrious family that has 
reigned over this country for near a century, with 
ftich happinefs to it and fuch honour to them- 
feJves, is thus defcribdd by an Englifli travellert 
Mr.Toland, in the year 1703:—** TheEleftrefs 
*•' is* feventy-three years of age, which (he bears 
** fo wonderfully well, that had I not many 
** vouchers, I fliould fcarce dare venture to relate 
*• it. She has ever enjoyed extraordinary healtht^ 
*• which keeps her ftill very vigorous, of a chear* 
** ful countenance, and merry difpofition ; (he ftep$ 
** as firm and ereft as any young lady, has not 
•• one wrinkle in her feee, which is ftill very 
*^ agreeable, nor one tooth out of her head) and 
" reads without fpeflacks, as I often faw her do, 
*^ letters of a fmall charafter in the dufk of the 
** evening. She is as great a worker as Quem 
♦* Mary (the wife of WiUian» fhe Third) waB» 

« an4 
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^^ 2nd you cannot turn jourfelf in the palacef widi^ 
*^ out meeting fome monuntKnts of ber induftrj, 
*^ all th^ chairs of the Prefence-Chamber being 
^ wrought with her own hands. She is the moft.. 
*' conftant and greateft walker I ever knew^ never 
^' miffing a day (if it proves ^ir} to walk for one 
^ or two hours, and often more, in the fine gSM'deti 
^ of Herenhaufen. She perfectly tires all tbofi^ 
*^ of ber Court that attend her in that exercife, 
^^ but fuch as have the honour to be entertained 
^. by her in difcourfe. She has been long admired 
** by all the learned worlds as a woman of incom* 
^^ parable knowledge in divinity^ philofophy, 
^^ hiftory^ and the fubje^b^ of all forts of bookt 
*^ (of which ihe has a prodigious quantity }• She 
^ fpeaks five languages fo well, that by ber accent . 
^ it might be a difpute which of them was \iet 
^ firft: they are Low Dutch, German, Frei^ch,- 
^ Italian, and Englifli, which laft ihe (peaks as< 
^ truly and as eaiily as any Native. But, indeed^ * 
** the Elcvftrefe is fo jntirely English in her perjEan, , 
** in ber behaviour, and in her humour, and all 
^^ her inclinations, that (be coqid not poffibly mift/ 
<^ of anything that belongs peculiarly to quv 
^< England. She was ever glad to fee Englifb-* 
*' men, long before the A& of SuccefBon :— ibe 
^ profeffes to admire our form of Government^ 
^' ^ni undqrftands it well : (be afks fo many queC* 

** tions 



B1»TIKGUISHED PERSONS. ^t$ 

• 

*^ tlons about families, cuftoms, and laws, and th9 

** like, as fufficiently demonftrate her profound 

'^ wifdom and experience. She is adored for her 

*^ goodnefs amongft the inhabitants of the coujiw 

** try, and gains the hearts of ^1 ftrangcrs by her 

** unparalleled affability. No diftindion is ever 

** made in her Court concerning the parties into 

^^ which England fs divided^ and whereof they ckrrjr 

<< the efFeifis and impreffions wherefoever they go, 

<^ which makes others fomettmes unieafy as weB 

^^ as thenifelves. In her Court it is enough that 

f^ you be an Englifhman, nor can you ever dif* 

'^ cover by her treatment of them which are better 

^* liked, the Whigs or the Tories. Thcfe are the 

*^ infiru6tions given to all her (ervants, and th?y 

^* take care to execute them with the utmoft 

<< exa&nefs. I was the firft who had the honour 

<< of kiifing her hand on account of the ASt <^ 

<< Succe^on ; and fhe (aid, amongft other things, 

^< that fhe was afraid the Nation bad ' already 

<^ repented of the choice of an old woman, but 

^< that fhe hoped none of her pofterity would give 

^* them any reafon to be weary of cheir dofninion.'' 

The Eledreis wrote to King William, requeft* 

ing him not to pafs by in her &vour the Houfe of 

Stuart. 1 his letter, with feveral other very curioun 

letters and papers, was burnt by the fire at Ken-^ 

fington Palace. 

GEORGE 
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GEORGE THE FIRST. 

THE following account of this excellent Prince 
is taken from a Pamphlet written by Mr. Tolaod 
in the year 1705. 

^ The £le«5lor George Louts was bom in the 
^ year 1660. He is a middle -fixed, well-pro* 
^ portioned man, of a genteel addrefs> and good 
^ appearanee. He is not much addided to any 
^* dlverGon except hunting. He is referved^ 
^^ ^>eaics little, but judicioufly. He underftandt 
*^ our Condi tution the bed of any Foreigner 1 
^ ever ki)ew, and though he is well verfed in the 
^ arc of war» and ot invincible courage, having 
^^ often expofed his peribn to great dangers, in 
^ Hungarry, in the Morea, on the' Rhine, and iit 
^^ Flanders, yet he is naturally of very peaceabhf 
^^ incht\ations. He is a pcrfeS tn^ of bufinefs^ 
^ exadlly regular in the oeconomy of his reve* 
^ inies, reads all dispatches hin^felf at firft-hand, 
*^ au- writes moft of his own letters. I need 
^^ give no more particular proof of his firu- 
*^ galltyin laying out the public money> than tboCi 
^ all the cxpenccs of his Court (as to eattng, 
^^ drtiKing^ Aic and candles, and the Uice) are 

♦• dulyr 
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" duly paid every Saturday night. The OiBcers 
** of his Army receive their pay every months as 
•* likewife his Envoys in every part of Europe; 
** and all the Officers of his Houfchold, with the 
** reft that are on the- Civil Lift, are cleared off 
** every half-year.*' 

This Prince underftood Engli(h fb HI, that the 
only method of communication between htm and 
one of his Minitters, who could not fpeaik French, 
was in bad Latin. On coming to the Crown of 
England, he told his Minifters, that as he knew very 
little of the Conftitution and cuftoms of England, 
be ftiould put himfelf intirely in their hands, 
and be governed by them : *' Then," added he, 
" you become con:pletcly anfwerable for every 
•• thing that I do * ." 

This wife Prince knew too well, the &crifices 
of their opinion to. that of the Sovereign, whicli 
Minifters are but too apt to make in order to pre« 
ferve their iituation y and he had too much magna* 
nimity to tempt them by their own felfiihnefe. and 
defire of aggrandifement to defer to him without 

• 

conviction, and too much honour to permit thafi 
they, and perhaps the country itielf, (hould fuffer 

* " An idle Prince," fays the acute Beaumelk, " lets 
'* his Minifters do everything for him. Kings of areo« 
** derate capacity wifli to be their own Minifters* .Kiogr 
**'of genius govern without Minifters." 

in 
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in confequence of his interpofition in a tnannei' 
unwarranted by the Conditution, which with 
great wifdom takes off all refponfibility for mea-- 
fures of Government from the Sovereign^ and 
places it upon the Minifters* A German Noble-* 
man was one day congratulating this Monarch oa- 
his being Sovereign of this Kingdom and of 
Hanover. ^^ Rather," faid he, '^ congratulate tne 
^ on having fuch a Subjedi in one, as Newton > 
*^ and fuch a Subject in the other, as LeibniCK.'' 



DUKE OF MARLBOkOUGH. 

HOW much better this great Warrior could 
fight than fpell, the following Letters very plainly 

evince : 

** Jully the 2gthf 1714. 
«« SIR, 

«* 1 RECEIVED this day the favour of your- 
^ obliging letter of the 25th, and that I mayloofe 
^ no time in obeying your comandsy I write this 
** in the bateing place in my way to Oftende* I 
** wifti you as much happincfs as you can defire, 
^ and that wee may live to meet in England^ 

«* which 
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^ which will give me many opirtumtyi of telling 
<^ you how faithfully I am 

** Your moft humble fervanty ■, 

<« MARtBOXOUGH^** 

** The Dutchefs of Marl, is your humble 
^ fervant, and gives you many thanks for die 
** favour of remembering hen** 
** Mmfieury 

*^ Monf^ BuBBy Gentelhonti 
** Anglotfcy 

** u la Hayer 

'^ Sept. 2, 1707. 

«« THE bearer will acquaint you wiA what I 
*^ hzvewritcy in order to have this bufinefs agreed 
^ friendly (if poffible). I defire the pilars may 
^ go with my brother, and leave it to your care 
** that they be originels. 
♦* I am. Sir, 
^* Your friend and humble ferrant, 

*^ Marlborough* 
«< To Mr. Sakdby. 






The Duke was firft prefented by his Father to 
be Page to the Duke of Beaufort at Badqnintoii. 
His eiiablKhment being full, he was iotrodvced 
Co the Duchefs of York, James the Second's firft 

wife. 
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wife^ by which me^ns hisfifter became atquainteA 
with James the Second ; and perhapt, iio lets* tof 
this circumftance than to that of his pofTcffing very 
great military talents^ we may attribute the great 
degree of favour in which he was held by that un-» 
fortunate Monarch. I'urenne, in whofe army bfi 
was a volunteer, fpeaks of him as a young man 
that was likely to make a figure in the nMlitswy 
profeffion. 

The Duke, though no epicure himfclf, had, in 
common with Louis XIV. a plcafure in feeing 
others eat, and when he was particularly pleafed 
exercifed this plcafure, though it coft him fome- 
thing. Lord Cadogan ufed to fay, that be re« 
membered feeing the Duke completely o«it • of 
humour one day, a thing very unufual with bimi 
and much agitated : in the evening, however, a 
meiTcnger arrived, who brought him feme nows 
v^hich he liked. He immediately ordered themef^ 
fengcr to be placed in fome place where no one 
could fpeak to him, and ordered his coach to be 
opened, and fome Can tines to be taken out, con- 
taining fome hams and ottier good things, s^ 
fpread before fome of the principal Officefrs, he 
looking on and tafting nothing. 

Of the wonderful avarice of this' very great mani 
the late Lord Bath ufed to tell the following ttaryX 
Himself and his brother, General Pultenc^y (who 

had 
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kid been Aid-da-Camp to the Duke In Flanders) 
were playing at cards at a houfe in Batbi at that 
time known by the name of Weftgate^Houfe^ and 
which tiien happened to be the lodgings of Lord 
Bath. The Duke had loft fome money, and on 
going away defired General Pulteney to lend bim 
ilxpence to pay his chair-hire. This be of courfe 
did, and when the Duke had left the room^ LfOrd 
Bath (aid to his brother, <^ 1 would venture any 
^^ fum, now, that the Duke goes home on foot. 
**' Do pray follow him out'' The Oeneral fol* 
lowed him, and to his aftonifhment {aw bim walk 
home to his lodgings. 

This great man was completely under die ma* 
nagement of his wife, as the following ftory, well« 
known in his family, evinces. The Dnke had 
noticed the behaviour of a ygung Officer in Ibmc 
engagement in Fianders, and feat him ovc^r (o 
England with fome Difpatches, and witd a ietfer 
Co the Duchefs, recommendiiig him to her to pro* 
cure a fuperior Commiffion for him in thd armjFii^ 
The Ducbefs read the letter, and approved of it* 
but afked the young man where the ibQuftod 
pounds were for his increafe of rank* Tht youog. 
man blulhed, and faid tba( be MA really maftef of 
no fuch fum. "« Well, then,'' &i4 flie^ ^ JP9tt 
^ may return to the Duke.'* Thit he Hi rtff 
ipon afterwards^ and told hkn how ka had beta 
. VOL. IX. Y received 
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received by the Duchefs. The Duke laugbingty 
faid, *^ Weill I thought that it would be foi you 
*' (hall, however, do better another time ;** and, 
prefenting him with a thoufand pounds, fent him 
over to England. The laft expedition proved 2 
Aiccefsful one. 

The Duke was talking one day before Prince* 
Eugene of his regard for his Queen (Anne). 
" Regina Pecunia** fald the Prince, in a' whtiper 
to fome one that fat near him. 

The Duke of Marlborough at his death kft 
Prince Eugene his fword. On receiving riii» 
mark of his rival's great and fond efteem for himy 
be imrnediately drew it out of the fcabbard, and 
flourifhihg it faid, ** Voila Tepee juefaifuiviepar^ 
** toute cette longue guerre.** 

The Duke of Marlborough poflefleJ great 
command of temper^ and never permitted it to bcr 
ruffled by little things, in which even the 
greateft men have been- occafidhally fobhd un-' 
guarded.— As he Was one day riding with' Cow-* 
miiTary Marriott it began to mln, and bt called to 

_ * 

his ferv.ant for his cloak. Thefervant not bringing- 
t)ie cloak immediately, he called for it agam. TheT 
fervait, being embarrafied with the fimps' alKif 
buckles, -did not c^ome up to him. At laft, it Fatning^ 
very hard, the Duke called to htm again, iuid' 
afked biiii 4iMiaC be was about that he did not4>ciiiif 
.1 - his 
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his cloak. *^ You mull (lay, Sir,'' grumbles tho 
ftiiow^ *^ if it rains cats and dogs, 'till I can get 
^^ at iu" The Duke turned round to Marriotyand 
faid very coolly, *^ Now 1 would not be of that 
** fellow's temper, for all the world." 

7*he Duke had a mod cxqutfite pcrfon and a 
very fqucaking voice. Pope repeated to Bi(hop 
Warburton fome lines he had made on the Dukd 
of Marlborough, in which, malignantly enough, 
he made him, ^^ in accents of a whining Ghoft^" . 

lament the fon he loft. 

Lord Bolingbroke, wkh greater dignity of mind« 
when feme of his French friends were thinking to 
pay their coui't to^im by blaming the Duke for 
Ills avarice, replied to them, ^* lani the laft perfon 
'« in the world to be told of tl\is« I knew ^he 
*' Duke of Marlborough better than any of ybu. 
'* lie was fo gfcat a man that I have entirely for- 
•* gotten all his failings," 

J^ord 13olit)gbrokc with the fame dignity of 
mind, lutein life, gave an equal tcftiiiiony ii) prints 
to the merit of this great man. Jn the Eiglfthi 
Letter on the Study of llidory he fpeaks of hiiu 
in the followin'^ manner : 
^/^ I take with pleafure this oppbrtuAity of doing 
*^ jufticc to that great man, whofc figiults I knew, 

y 2 •« whofe 
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<^ whofe virtues I admired^ tnA whtife liietnorjri 
<* as the greateft General, and as the greateft 
^ Minifter that our country) or perhaps any 
*< other has produced^ I honour." 

The Duke got the nick^name of ** Silly** 
from his uflng that word when he did not like any 
propofal that was made to him : as, *< Will yoiir 
** Grace befiege Lifle ?*' « Oh, filly.**— ^< Will 
*< you then befiege Yprcs ?*' '« No f— fiDy, 
« filly/* 



LORD PETERBOROUGH. 

THIS lively Nobleman was once taken by the 
mob for the Duke of Marlborough (who .was then 
in difgrace with them), and was about to be 
roughly treated by thefe friends to fummary juftice. 
He told them, ^* Gentlemen, I can convince you 
'^ by two reafons that I am not the Duke of Marl* 
** borough. In the firft place, I have oiily five 
*< guineas in my pocket ; and in the fecond^ thet 
^^ are heartily i^t your fervice/' So throwing bis 

purfii 
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purfe amongft them, he got out of their hands^widi 
loud huszsffi and aochunations *• 

Lord Peterborough was cut for the ftone at 
BriftoL The Surgeon (as ufual) wiflied to have 
him bound.- He refufed ; the Surgeon perfifted; till 
at laft he told the Surgeon, that it (houU never be 
faid that a Mordaunt was ever feen bound. *< Do 
*^ your beft. Sir." He then ordered die Surgeon 
|o place him in the poiition moft advantageous for 
the operation! and in which he remained ^tbont 
flinching till it was ovef. In duree weeks after^ 
wards he was at Bevis Mount. 

The Earl yras fo a£Uye a tr^veUa% that Queeil 
Anne's Minifters ufed to (ay, that they wrote at 
him) and not to him. He faid of himfelf, that ht 
t>elieved he had ieen more Kings and more pol^ 

* The late Lord Bottetoprt, in p&(Qi|g throngli Qjioucef- 
ter, foon after tbie Cyder-ux, ^n which he h^d taken a 
part that was not very popular in that country, dbfenred 
himfelf burning in effigy in one ef the ftfeets of that 
city. He Hopped hi$ coach, and giring a purfe of giiincii 
to the mob that furrounded the 6re> f%id» ** Pray, 0«4? 
'< tlcmcny ff you will burn me^ at leaft dojf^ ikfs h^om 
*5 tq burn me like a Gentleman. D9 not let me lin^r : 
*< I fee that you have not faggots enough*** This good* 
humoured and ready fpeech appeafed the fury of the peo« 
pic immediately, and they gave him three cheerSy and 
permitted him to proceed quietly on his joaraey. 

^3 
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tillions than any perfon whoever. He left behind 
him in manufcript the Memoirs of his own Life^ 
in which he feems not to have fpared his own 
charader, and which, from delicate regard toliis 
reputation, his amiable and elegant -widow con-* 
figned to the flames. 

Lord Peterborough was a man of finoHc; 
Richardfon, in his Anecdotes, (ays, ^* The g;reat 
^ Earl of Peterborougb,T^o had much (cnkj much 
*^ wit, and much whim, leaped out ci his chairioft 
^' one day, on feeing a dancing-mafter, with pearU 
** coloured fiiic llockings, lightly ftepping over 
^ the broad ftones, and picking his way, in ex^ 
^ tremely dirty weather, and ran after him (who 
*' foon took to his heels) with his drawn fword* 
M in order to drive him into the mud, but into 
•* which he of courfe followed himfelf/* 

Dr. Freind, in his account of- Lord Peter- 
borough's condudl in Spain, fays, ^^ he never (ent 
^< off a detachment of one hundred men withoiit 
^' going with them himfelf." Of his own cou- 
rage Lord Peterborough ufed to fay, that it pro- 
ceeded from his not knowing his danger ; in this 
agreeing with Turenpe, that a coward had only 
one of the three faculties of the mind, " appre- 
« henfion." 

Lord Peterborough, when ho lodged with 
Fenelon at Cambray,^was fo charmed with the 

virtues 
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virtue* and talents of the Archbi(hop,,that he 
exckimej at parting, " If I ftay here any long- 
** er, I Oiall become a Cbriftian in jpite of .my- 

When he was in Spain, the remittancn from 
Enj^land not coming to his droops, he fMppIied 
them fur fomc time with money from his own 

pocket. 

Speaking of liimfuir and the French General 
who oppiilcd l)lm ill the bufmef* of the iipaniOi 
Succcflif^n, he laid," Co/nme itsut fammti dti grandi 
*' &>tti pour (smlitUre paur en lUux grei btnilil" 
alluding tothcrhitradlcriioftbetwocciinfetilorsfoE, 
the Spanifb monarchy. > 

Lord Peterborough was aflced one day by «. 
Frenchman, if we had the ccrcmnnicsuf the co- 
ronatiim of a king amongft us.—" Satri t'on U^ 
" Rtis chez vaui, my Lurd i" " Oui," replied 
the witty Peei' ; " ea In facra it on Its jnaffacrt. 



y PRINCE EUGENE, 

"■, , THIS great General wa» a man gf letten : he 
ytaM intended for the Oiurch, and wan known at 
tjhs Court of France by the name of tlie Abb£ ds 
> ,. Y 4 la 
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la Savoie. Having made too free in a letter with 
fomc of Louis the Fourteenth's gallantries,' he 
fled out of France) and ferved as a volunteer in 
the Emperor's fervice in Hungary againft thef 
Turks, where he foon diftinguithedhimfelfby his 
talents for the military art. He was prefented by 
the Emperor with a regiment, and a few years af- 
terwards made Commander in Chief of his i|r- 
mies. Louvois, the infolent War Minifter of die 
infolent Louis XIV. had written to him to teli 
him that he muft never think of returning to his 
country : his reply was, Eugene entrera un jour 
•* en France en diplt de Louvoh et df Louis.** 
In all his military expeditions he carried with Kin 
Thomas a Kempis de Imitatione. He feemed to be 
of the opinion of the great Guftavus AdolphuS) 
King of Sweden, <* that a good Cbxiftian always 
^ made a good foldier." Being conftantly bufy, 
he held the paffion of love very cheap, as a mere 
amufement, that ferved only to enlarge the power 
of women, and abridge that of men. He u(ed to 
fay, '* Les amoureux font dans lafociiti que ce Us 
** fanatiques font en religion.^* 

The Prince was obferved to be one day very 
penftve, and on being aflced by his favourite 
Aid-de-Camp on. what he was meditating (o 
deeply ; ** My good friend," replied he, <* I ain 
^ thinking that if Alexander the Great had been 

** obliged 
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*• obliged lo -Wait for the approbation of the 
*' Deputies of Hulhtid befon; he attackeJ th? 
" enemy, how impoffiUle it would h^vc lucn ftw* 
'< him to have made h^ilf the conquers tii;tt he 
" did." 

This greu General liveJ to a good old age»' 
atiJ being tarn Mirturit quant MeHu ** as much 
'* a Scholar k a Soldier," ainufed hioifelf with 
making a fine colIeSion of books, pictures, and 
prints, which are now in the Fmperor's colleAioa 
at Vienna. The celebrated Cardinal Paffionel, 
then Nuncio at Vienna, preached hii fiineral fer- 
nion, from tliis ijrand anJ well -appropriated text of 
Scripture : 

« Alexander, fon of Philip the Macedonian, 
** made m^iiiy wars, too'; many ftron^j holds, went 
*' through ihc ends of the earth, Uulc Ipoils of 
" many nations ; the earth wjs (jiiiet btforu him, 
" After thufe things he fi:ll Tick, and peic<:ive4 
*♦ that he (hould die," — Maccabtit. 



M.mSHAL SJXE. 

TO the honour of the humanltji of this great 
General, ihc following fiorj-, told of him by 

M.Jb 
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M. de Senac, his Phy(ician> fliould be mentioned*. 
The night before the battle of Raucour^ M» 
4e Senac obferved his illuftrious patient very 
t)K>ughtfuIy and afked him the reafon of it i when 
be replied in a paiTage from the ^* Androqiaque'*^ 
of Racine^ 

Sffngff fi^gfi %ena€y a cette nnit erueUe^ 

iftti fut four tout un peuple une nuit ettrneMt* 

Songe aux cris des nfainquturs^ finge aujf o'is del mom* 

ransy 
Pans lafiamnie etouffesfous le fer cxpirans s 

Thrnk, think, my friend, what horrid woe* 
To- morrow's morning muft (iifclofs 
To thoufands, by Fate's hard decree. 
The Ull morn they (hali ever fee. 
Think, how the dying and the de^d 
0*er yon extenfive plain fhall fpread ; 
What horrid fpeftacles affbrd, 
Scorched by the flames, pierced by the fword : 
• 

and added, ** £!t tous lesfildat^ nUnfavoifn^ ri/m 
*' encore —And all thefe Soldiers knew nothing at 
♦' ^ii of what was to happen/* 

The following Letters were written by Marfha} 
Saxe to M. X)'Eon de Tiffc^Cenfor Royal, and 
Secretary to the Regent Duke of Orleans. They 
;^re permitted to embellifh this CoUeftion, by 

the 
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rfic kiridnefs nf the Chevaiiere D'Eon, i^e« 
- to ths^crfon'to whom they vein ^diizfiU'ed,- 
" fjjNarEUR, 
■ " Jli vous prye tinflan itifinl de preter Tine 
*« atttnfim favorable a ft que Mile. SommeiViUe^ 
'* vous dira, il ma paru qum la vexe & fait untf 
*' bojifie fille, a qui je feres charnt^ de raadf^ 
*' fer'vijfe, foiez peifjades que Ion ffitirtt giirt jAiii 
**■ parfaitement, 

" Moiifieur, 
** Votre trcs humble & tres eheijfeft (fl'rvitniif 
" Maurice i>£ Saxe." 
*» A Paris le Mardh 
" demurs de Juillct, 
*' 1740-" 

« A y 

" JE VOUB prye d'aitn perfmt/ks, MonlieUT, 
*' que Ton nafaura a.trt plus Itndble que je ]c 
" fuis au marques de voire fouvenir & de votr? 
** Mmities, eJIe me ftrai toujour chere, & mais 
*' fiicfais afquirrernnt de nouves agrciDcns pour 
" may. Cant ]e fuures ({ue vous \ousy etnui/j/it^ 
" i'on fauret aitre plus paifaitement, 
*' Monlieur, 

" Votrp tres humble ii trcs obeilTent ferviteur, 

" MAURItE DE SaXE." 

• An Aftrefs cf the Frci.th Ojera. 

■ Marfhal 
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Marfhal Saxe was a Lutheran ; and his body 
could not therefore be buried in any of the Catholic 
churches in France with the ufual ceremonies 
attendant on the funerals of great men. This 
wade the Queen of Louis the Fift«mth fiy, with 
(bmearchneis, ^ What a pity it is that we cannot 
^^ fing one De Profundiixo a man who has nude 
^* us fing fo many Tt Peums** 

Of the greacnefs ofMi^rflial Saxe's courage wh» 
can doubt \ yet his friends faid of him, that he 
^ivtxild never * fight a duel \ that he always looked 

under 

♦ A greater degree of ridtcole was never thrown upon 
4ixcUing than by the following Aory, which Dr. Saodilandt 
told to Mr. Richardfon jun. 

** Colonel Gutfe going over one campaign to Flaaderat 
** obferved a young raw OfBcer who was in the lame 
ff vefiTcl Y^ith hini> and with bi!» ufual humanity fo^ hia^^ 
^f that he woulf) rake care of him, and condu& him |e 
♦• Antiyerp, >vl^ere they were both going, which he ac- 
^ cofdii^gly did, and thf n took lewe of him. The joang 
f* fellow wasfoon told, by fome arch rogoes whom lit Kap* 
** pcaed to fail in with, chat he mqft 5gnaliae himfelf by 
*' fighting fome man of known courage^ oreJfe he wovld 
*' foon be defpifed in the regiment. The yoangman fald, 
f,* be knew no one but Colonel Guife, and he had recAtved 
f^ great obligations from him, Jt is all one forthaty they 
** faid, in thefe cafes. The Colonel was the fitteft man 
••in the world, every -body knew his bravery. Soon 
^ afterwards^ up comes the young OflScer to Coiooel 

/' " Gutie> 



under biS bed every night j and every night kxrked 
his chamber -door« 



ANDREfV FLETCHER, 

OF SALTOUN. 

THIS upright Patriot afed to lay of the cant 
appellations of his timey Whigs and Tories^ thaft 
they were names made ufe of to cloak the knaves 
of both parties. '* Prejudice and opinion,*' fays 

** Gutfc, as he was walking tip and dowA m the Coficft^ 
** houfe, and began in a heAtadng maniier to tell ki»v 
<* how much obliged he had been to him^ftnd how feniible 
''* he was of his obligations. Sir, replied Colonel Guiie, 
** I have done my duty by you, and no more. But 
** Colonel, added the young Officer, Faultering, I aiA 
<*• told that I muft fight fome Gentlevhan of known refo* 
^^* lution* and who has killed feverai perfon«» «iid tiat 
** nobody — Oh 3 Sir, replied th« Colonel, yo«f frtcndi 
** do me too much honour ; but there is a Gentleman 
^* (pointing to a huge fierce-looking black fellow thaC 
** wav fitting at one of the tables) who has killed h|df 
** the regiment. So up goes the Officer to him, afid telh 
** him, he is well informed of his bravery, aiid that, for 
that reafon, he muft fight him. %Vho I, Sir i replied 
•« the Gentleman : Why I am PeaU ihe Apothecary.* '-^^ 
^t char Jfoni ana. 



«< 
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this excellent man, " govern the worlJ, to tb«i 
'^ great darknefs and ruin oF mankind ; and 
** tl^ough," adds he, '* we dally rind men fo ra- 
'* tional as to -charm hy the Jifmterefted reSt* 
** tu.de of their fentimcncs in all other things y^^ 
'* when we touch upon any wrong opinion of 
** theirs (with which they have been early pre- 
*' pcffefled), we find th^m more irrational than 
** any thing in nature, and not only not. to be 
" convinced, but obflinatcly refolvcd not to hear. 
" anything againft them*" He faid, that when 
he was at fome German Univcrfity^ he was told of 
a perfon that was hereditary Profellorof Divinitjr 
there, at which he fmiled. He was anfwered"^ ' 
^ Why not an hereditary Profeflbr, as well as an 
** hereditary King * ? 

The fpeeches of Fletcher never took up above 
a quarter of an hpur, and arc filled with matter . 
and ibund reafoning. The Orators cf the prefenC-- 
day ieem to think, with Dom Noel d'Argonne, that 
what they want in depth, they ought to make up' 

9 
• 

• ** The n»cft terrible of all calamities, lays the good 
and acme Pafcal, ** arc civil wars. They nrtuft. moft af- ^ 
** farcdly ta^^e place, it' you pretend to recompenfc merit j^, 
•• for every one will tell you, th it he has merit. The evil 
•\thcn to fear from a foot, who fhould happen to come to; 
•* the Crown by hereditary fuccelfion, is neither fo greac 
•• nor fj certain.*'— ^nfia de Fajcaly part i. ardde S. 

in 
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in length ; and their hearers appear to forget an- 
other obfervation of this acute Carthufian, " chat 
*' it is furprifing that fince eloquence has begun 
" to be fudiciently known, it Ihouldftill contiiitic 
** to dupe any one." 



SAMUEL CLARKE, D. D.' '■ • ' 

A FRIEND of Dr. Johnfon afked him fn* 
Aiy, whofe fermons were the bcft in the Engfifli 
language ? " Why, Sir, baling a litilc heiefv-, 
** thofe of Dr. Samuel Clarke." This great and 
excellent man had, indeed, good reafon for thus 
highly praifing them, fgr, a? he told a relation of 
Dr. Clarke, they made him a Chrillian. The 
Chevalier Ramiay fays, in one of his letters in- 
ferted in the Notes upon *' Lis (Euvrii tit 
" Raciat-," — M. Clarke m'avaua ' i^utlquei Urns 
** tf«#itf tU mtur'ir [aprei piujiturs confire/ieti 
*' fue/avaii eites avec lui) cumbien il ft rtpentt! 
•' iavoir fait impi-imer Jon ouvra^c" (his cele- 
brated work on th? Trinity). The DoCior's 
nearcfl relations (fomc of whom were living a fewr, 
years ago at Salisbury) always faid, chat tbcy h^X 
never heard him decUre the lead uneaiiiiclii uf 
mind upon this account j and the elegantftrid ki- 
geniou* 
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genious Author of the ^^ EiTay upon tfao Writii^ 
** and Genius of Pope,'* when he quotes this part 
of the letter, very delicately pre&cei it with bj*^ 
ing, that it is a circumftance too remarkable to be 
omitted, and of which feme may be alinoft tdnpte4 
to doubt the truth. A fifter of Dr. Clarke, 
who died fome«years ago, faid, that her brother 
ufed very frequently to difcourfe with her upon 
religious fubjeds, always expreffing bis firm belief 
of Chriftianity, yet never hinting the leaft diiap* 
probation of anything he had ever Written. 

Mr. Samuel Clarice, the ion, was long teiscd 
by many of the Do£tor his father's ffiends and 
wdl-wifhers to contradiit the aflertian of . the 
Chevalier Ramfay refpedling his &ther: this^ 
be was at laft brought to 4o in a paragraph printed 
in one of the newfpapers ; in which amongft 
other things he fays, that he attended his frthef 
with great affidutty in his laft illnefs, ind that 
be had never heard him exprefs the leaft alteration 
in bis manner of tliinking on the fuhjet^ oC tli« 
Trinity ♦• 

In 

• •• As it has been reported that Dr. Clarke retra£l«d 
** his principles a long fmc ^cforc hi:> death, and th^'tHI 
^ his dcath-bcd he fsrid that nothing grieved him (b 
"* much as having publiihed his book on the Trinityv ktkd 
^ that k« wilbe4 ht. c iuid Tee iiii his Wjoks ca thiu ft^bjeA 

«* burning 
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In ^e opinion of Dr. Johnfon^Dr* Samuel Gierke . 
was the moft complete litei^y chamd»r that Eng-^ 
land ever produced. Every one mud: be inclined 
to be o£ this opinion, when be omfiders what a 
good critical fcholar^ what an excellent phildo* 
pher^ what* an acute metaphjrflcian he was. 
Amongft Dr. Clarke's papers was found 9, lettet 
from Sarah Duchefs of Marlborough^ offering him 
an Irifli Bifhoprick, Which he refufed ; and ajdtter 
of that great Greek fcholar Dr. Bentley to him^ 
expreffiveof his concurrence of opinion with him* 
upon the formation of the tenfes of the- Greek 
verbsy which he has fo fully illuftrated in a note, 
on the Firft Book of his edition of Homer.. - « . 

** bumiog befo^je him ; and as this account hasbficn (aid to 
*^ have been received from his Ton : His fon. whdfc name 
*' is here fubfcribed, and at whofe requeft this note is 
" here added, thinks ir proper to alTure the Reader, he 
** never knew anything of his Father's having made 
** fucha declaration, or of his having ever retracted any 
** of his fentiments. The falfhood of the report, he 
*^ thinks, appears further evident from Dr. Clarke's owa 
*• Preface to the Third Edition of the above-mentioned 
** work, a Copy whereof was left by him at h\i deaths 
** I'eviOed purpofely for theprefs ; and afterwards,, in the 
** year 1732, printed and publifhed accotdin^y fcom 
•* that Copy. 

'April 5, 1773. SAMUEL CLARKB/' 

♦^Bp.HoAD ley's Works," Folio. Vol, III. p. #>v . 
VOL* II. z This 
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This great man was fo chary of his time^ Ait 
he conftantly took with him wherever he went 
fome book or other in his pocket. This be xxki 
to pull oat in company and read, and fcratch under 
the remarkable pafTages with his nail. 
. Dr. Clarke has been ccnfurcd by ibme idle and 
foolifli.perfons for playing at cards^ and for being 
occailonally a. practical joker. Thofe wbamake 
this objedlion only to the perfedUoD of the 
character of Dr. Clarke, do not confider that die 
mod bufy pcrfons are in general the moft eafily 
amufcd. The Do£kor's great and fervid mtndy 
wearied with laborious and painful tbtnking9 re- 
quired mere rcfpite and relaxation from totl> and 
did not cxad cither the delicacy or the violence of 
amufcmcnt which thofe peribns demaxid whofe 
great bufmefs is pleafurc. 



EJRL STJNIIOPE, 

SECRETARY OF STATE TO GEORGE t. 

WHIST ON fays of this Nobleman, 
*« After he had been fome time a Courdefr 
^\ I freely afked hioa whether he had been able to 
*< keep his integrity at Court $ to which be made 



*^ me no reply, whence I concluded he hftd not 
^ been able to do it, for he would never telUlie/* 
A different inference might be draMm &Ot!l 
his filence, which probably w^^ oceaiioned only 
by his difguft at the impertinence of the queftion* 
Lord Stanhooe was at Eton School wi^ one of 
the Scotch Noblemen who were confkmried aftcTi 
the Rebellion in 1715. He requefted the life of 
his old fchool-fellow (whom he had never feen 

• 

fince that time) of the Privy-Council, whilft they 
were deliberating upon the flgning of the warrant 
of execution of thefe unfortunate Noblemen^ 
His requeft was refufed, till he threatened to give 
up his place if the Council did not comply with it.' 
This menace procured him the life of his aflbciate 
in early life, to whom he afterwards fent a hand* 
fome fum of money. 

Of fuch advantage, occafionally, are the con-* 
neAions that are formed in public fehodls. What 
may profit, miy likewife hurt. The gold 
that purchafes bread may purchafe poifon, and 
the feminary that adminifters to virtuous and 
to honeft friendfhip, may likewife adminifteff 
to a fociety in vice and in wickednefs: ytt 
•every thing in human life being but a choice of 
difficulties, it feems wife to prefer a public to a 
private education, on account of the greater 

z 2 " advantages 
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advaittagcs it holds forth *• A jomg mm iriV 
fDoft afluredljr become wi&r, and moft prohjUj* 
more virtuous, bj public dnn by priiratB 
educatioa; for virtue confifts in aSioB anl ut 
trial. 

The following anecdote of the high lenfe of 
honour in two Eton Bojs, is well known to naaf 

# Oibonw begins h» celebrated *' Adtice to a Soo^ 
thut : '' Though I can ntrsr pay enough to your Giaad* 
** father's memory (or his tender care of my cdocatioBf 
^' yet I mult obfcrve in it this miftake, that by keeping 
** me at hcrme, where I was one o( my young Ma/ten^ I loll 
** the advantage cf my moft docile time. For, noc under* 
" going the fame difcipline^ I m'uft needs fiH (bortof 
^* their experience that are bred up in frec*ichools» who» 
*' by plotting to rob an orchard, &c. run through all the 
" lubtictles rcquircci in taking a town, being made by uie 
familiar to fccrccy and compliance with opportunity-— 
qualities never afterwards to be attained at cheaper rates 
** than the hazard of all. Whereas thefe fee the danger 
'* of truding others, and the rocks they fall upon by tea 
<' obftinatc an adherence to their own imprudent re(b« 
*' lucions, and all this under no higher penalty than that 
'* of a whipping. And/* adds he, *^ it is poflible this 
*' indulgence of my Father might be the caufe I afforded 
** him fo poor a return for all his coll. Children,'* con^ 
rinucs Oft>urne, ** attain to an exa£ter knowledge both 
** of thcmfclvcs and of the world, in free and popu- 
" lous fchools, than under a more foliiary education." 

perfbng 



<( 
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perfjns who have been educated in that illuftrious 
feminary : 

** Two young men, one of whom was the late 
*r I^rd Baltimore, went out a-(hooting, and Wfre 
^ detected in that unpardonable ofFence by omp of 
*' the Mafters. He camp up quickly enough to 
^^ one of them to difcover hi€ perfon ; the otber^ 
^^ perhaps having quicker heelS) got oiF unknown^ 
*^ The detected culprit was flogged pretty feverelyt 
^^ and threatened with repetitions of the £une 
^^ difcipline if he did not difcover his companion. 
** This, however, he perfifted in refufing, in 
^ fpite of reitierated punifliment. His com- 
'^ panion, who was confiped to his room at his 
^ boarding-houfe by a fore throat (which he h^4 
^< got by leaping into a ditch to efcape |iie dc* 
^^ teflion of the Mafter), on hearing with what. 
^' feverity his friend was treated on his account^ 
^^ went into fchool, with his throat wrapped up^ 
^ and nobly told the Mailer, that he was the boy 
^^ that was out a-fhooting with the youn^ map 
^' who, with fuch a magnanimous perfeverance^ 
•** bad rcfufed to give up his i^iame." 
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SIR JOHN VANBRUGH. 

WHEN this ihgenioos Architeft had BxSBadL 
tht noble palace of Blenheim, Sarah Duclieft of 
Marlborough (aid to him, ^ Now^ Sir Johii> yoo 
^< have built us (o fine a houfe, pray who is to 
^< make the gardens, and lay out the park for us P* 
*< Your Grace," replied Sir John very acutdy, 
<^ fhould apply to the bcft landfcape-painter you 
^ know." 

The cpftaph made for Sir John, 

Lie heavy on him, Earthy for he 
Laid many a heavy load on thee» 

is remembered more on account of its point than 
of the truth it contains. Si^e and maffivenefi are 
the requifites to fu'blimity in Archite^ure ; and 
Sir John did not, perhaps, pay that regard to die 
diftin6l parts of his great works which fome odier 
Architects have done, but be confidered the 
whole : 

Felix operf infummo^ fuia ponere totttm 
Sp't. 

" In the buildings of Vanbrugh,** lays diat 
great Painter and elegant Writer Sir JoDiua 
Reynolds (who with great propriety and acutenels 
called in the aid of metaphyfics to generalize the 

principles 
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principles of art), <« who was a Poet as well as an 
** Architeft, there is a greater difplay of imagi- 
•• nation than we fliall find, perhaps, in any other ; 
^^ and this is the ground of the tffcSt we feel in 
** many of his works, notwithftanding the faults 
** with whiich many of them are charged. For 
** this purpofe, Vanbrugh appears to have had 
*< recourfe to fome principles of the Gothic 
** Architecture, which, though not fo antient as 
*' the Grecian, is more fo to our imagination, 
*^ with which the Artift is morie concerned than 
** with abfolate truth *. 

z 4 «* To 

» 

* The effects of the Gothic Arehitedure were, perhaps^ 
never better defcribedy than in a MS. Letter whictl the 
Compiler received a few years ago from a youn^ Qeatle* 
man of great genius, and of correft and exquiiite tafte. It 
is written from Beauvais in France. " The Cathedral^ 
** the Bifhop's Palace, and the Church of the Virgin in 
^* this City, form a very rich affcmblage of Gothic gran* 
** deur. The external appearance of the Cathedral is 
*^ heavy, owing probably to its unfiniflied date, and to its 
" wanting that nobleft Gothic feature, a fpire. Bup 
*• within, it unites the great and beautiful in a high de- 
^* gree. It is of a ftupendous length, and thearches are of 
*• the mof! beautiful Gothic form, highly pointed. The 
** roof wants lightnefs, and has not enough of thofe 
**^ fretted fubdivifions that imitate the entanglement of a 
f* grove, where the fmaller branches meet at top. The 

f« Gothic 
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** To Ipeak of Vanbrugh," adds Sir Joflma^ 
<< in the language of a Painter, he had origijciality 
^ of invention i he underftood light and fhadow» 
^^ and had great fkill in compofition* To iup<- 
^< port his principal obje(St> he produced hjs fecond 
♦< and third groiipes or maflTcs. He pcrfeflly 
^< underftood in his a^t, what is the moft difficult 
'^ iri ours — fthe conduct of the back-ground, 
*^ by which the dedgn and invention are fi^t 
*' off to the greateft advantage. What the 
^^ back-groun4 is in painting, in Archite^ure i$ 
^' the real ground on vvhict^ the building %9 
** erected ; and no Architect: took greater care 
<< that his Work fhould not appear crude and 
<^ hard, that is, that it did not abruptly ftart out 
^< of the ground without expefbition or prepa^ 
*« ration. 

^< Gothic Architects appear to have made the grove, 
'< which was itfelf the temple of their fovefatbers, their 
** model, and to have rendered many of its beauties fub- 
** fervient to their purpofes. A Gothic building has all 
** the complicated luxuriance of a wood. It poflefles the 
" fame contr^ll^d effe£ts of light and (hade, and gives the 
fame play to the imagination j in which refpedt it is 
more poetic %hza the Grecian Architect lye, which, 
*' like elegant profe, puts you in immediate pofleiHon of 
** its meaning. In the Gothic Architecture, much more 
^^ i; meaut than meets the eye," 

« This,** 
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" This," adds Sir Jofliua, ** is a tribute which 
a Painter owes to an Architefl who compofed 
** like a Pairifcr, and was defrauded of the duo 
^* reward of his merit by the Wits of bi$ tkie^ 
^^ .who did not underftand the principles pf cpo^r 
*^ pofition in poetry better than he, and who knew 
** little or nothing of what he underftood pcr- 
♦* fedtly, the general ruling principles of Archj- 
** teflure and Painting, Vanbrugh's fate was 
** that of the great Perrault. Both were the. 
" objects of the petulant farcafms of faftious mea 
** of letters, and both have left fome of the fajrcft 
*' monuments which, to this day, decorate their 
*^ feveral countries ; the Facade of the Loixvre^ 
« Blenheim, and Caftle Howard,'* 

Sir John Vanbrugh feems to have been origin4 
in whatever he did. He was told one day by 4 
friend, how like to the Fables of La Fontaine 
his Fables in the Comedy of ^ibp wer^, as to 
itylc and manner. ^^ They m^y be fo," faid he^ 
^* for aught I know, but I aflUre you that I never 
*^ read La Fontaine," Vanbrugh's dialogue ia 
his Comedies is natural and eafy, conapletely un- 
like the witty though elaborate r<^partee ef 
Congreve and of Pryd^n. 

JJROHr 
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AARON HILL. 

This excellent Man told Savage the Poet, 
that Lord Bolingbroke was the fineft Gentleman 
he had ever feen ; and Savage one day paid Aaron 
Hill the fame compliment, virhtrrhe had occafion 
to fpeak of him to the late Dr. Johnfon. 

Hill's Tragedy of '* Ethelwold" concludes thus, 
with an energy unufual with its Author, and 
worthy of Drydcn himfelf : 

Oh Leolyn, be obftinatcly juft, 

IpduJgc no paiHon. and deceive no truft ; 

Let never Man be bold enough to fay, 

Thus far, no farther, fhall my palfion ftniy ; 

The firft crime paft, compels us into more. 

And guilt grows face, that was but choice before. 

Dom Noel d'Argonne, the Carthufiani who 
wrote that exquifite literary MifccUany, " Lis 
** Melanges dela Literature par Figneuildi Mtt* 
^ ve'dle^** has an obfervation iimilar to thofe lines. 
♦' With many perfons," fays he, ** the early age 
<^ of life is paft in fowing in their minds the vices 
^ that are moft fuitable to their inclinations ; the 
*' middle age goes on in novirifhing and maturing 
«' thofe vices ; and the laft age concludes in 
• '^ gathering in pain and in anguifli the bitter fruits 
*• of thcfe moft accurfed feeds." 

DR. 
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DR. CHETNE. 

WHILST Tome one was talking before this 
acute Scotchman of the excellence -of Hunun 
Nature, *' Hoot, hoot, mon. Human Nature is a; 
•* rogue and a fcoundrel, or why would it pcr- 
» petually ftand in need of laws and of religioaJ" 
Dr. Cheyne's memory, independent of his me- 
dical and mathematical merit, Ihould ever be held 
in veneration by all wife and good men for the 
golden rule of coniiuft which he prefcrilicd to him- 
felf (meniiened by Mr, Bofive]! in his entertaining 
Tour to Scotland), and which unices the utmoft 
acutenefs of worldly wifdom with the mod exalted 
fcnfe of religion: 

" To negkiSt nothing to fecure my eternal 
*' peace, more than if I had been cercificd I fliould 
" die within the day; nor to mind anything that 
** my fecular duties and odiigations demanded of 
*' me, lefs than if I had been enfured to live fifty 
" years more." 

" Religious perfons," fay the Meflieurs de Port 
RoyaI> " are apt in worldly matters to do too 
" little for theinfelvcs, to ai£t without fufficient 
" confide rat ion, and then, by way of correiling 
" themfelves, and excufmg themfelves to others, 
*' to impute the necelTary ill confetjuenccs of their 
** imprudent 
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" imprudent and foolifh conduft to the decree* 
*^ of Providence. Men of the world in general 
** are flower in deciding, and weigh in a nicer 
** balance what eSc£is their a<5tions may produce^ 
^^ without reference to religious obligation, aqd 
*' perhaps fucceed better in the prefent fyftem of 
*' things. They are, therefore, in Scripture, 
^^ iaid to be wifer than the childrjsn of light." 



DUKE OF fVHJRTON. 

NO human being ever commeniced bis career 
VBiih, fairer profpeSs of happinefs than this unfdr-? 
tunate Nobleman. He was no lefs diftinguiflied 
for the powers of his mind than for the graces of 
his body« He w^s educated at home by his iiither, 
whofe great deilre was to make him a perfe£fc 
orator. In this be fo well fucceeded, that the 
matter of his (peeches, no lefs than his mamier 
of delivering them, fafcinated every one who 
heard him. The firft prelude to his misfortunes 
arofe from bis privately marrying a young lady 
inferior to him in birth and in fortune. The 
finifhing ftroke was put to them by the too early 
death of his father, when, becoming free from pa- 
ternal reAraint, the Duke gave into thofe various 

expefTes 
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excefTes which embittered the happinefs of his life, 
and 3t laft brought him to the grave. He foon 
became, as Mr. Pope fays, 

A tyrant to the wife Ills heart Bpprov'd, 
A rebel to the very King he lovM. 

In his travels in early life with hi? Tutor, hit 
Grace picked np a bear's cub, of which he afteit- 
■ed to be very fond, and carried it about with him : 
tut when he became tired of his Tutor's com- 
pany and admonitions, he quitted him otic day 
fuddenly, leaving hii cub bdhind him, with a note 
■addrefled to his Tutor, to acquaint him, that 
being no longer able to fupport his ill-treatment, 
he thought proper to quit him ; and that he 
left him his cuh, that he might not be without 
a companion better fui^d to him than himfclf. 
Having difmifled his Governor, he returned to 
England, where he foon diftiiiguiflied himfeif as 
B fpeakcr in the Houfc of Peers. He made an ex- 
cellent fpeech on the trial of Dr. Atterburj', 
Bifhop of Rochefter, in favour of that Prclaie, 
having been furniflied with materials on the fub- 
jeftby the Miniftcr, Sir Robei-t Walpoie, whom 
he induced to believe that he ftiould fpeak agaiiill 
the Biihop. Soon after this he quitted Englanif 
and went to Lyons, from which place he wrote' 
to the Pretender, then living aC A-vignon, and 
fent 
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fent him a prefent of a very fine horfe. The ?r*- 
tender> on receiving this prefent, fent one of bi9 
principal gentlemen to invite bin) to his Coitrt» 
where he was received with the greateft refpe£l» 
and had the Order of the Garter and the title of 
Duke of Northumberland conferred upon him» 
Thus attached to the pafty of that uDfortimate 
Prince, be came to Paris, where he is thus de<^ 
fcribed in a difpatch of that excellent and able 
Minifler Sir Benjamin Kcene» 



cc 



The Duke of Wharton has not been (bber» 
'' or fcarce had a pipe out of his mouth, fince b« 
" left St. Ildcfonfo." 

« 

^ « « « « • * 

" Wharton made his compliments, and placed 
** himfelf by me. I did^ot think myfelf obliged 
^' to turn out his ftar and garter, becaufe,as he is afi 
«< everlading tippler and talker, in all probability^ 
*^ he would lavifti out fomething that might be of 
<< ufe to me to know ; or at Icaft might difcovery 
^^ by c!ie warmth of his hopes and expectations, 
^' whether any fchcme was to be put in immediate 
^^ execution in favour of his dear mafter (as he 
" calls tlie Pretender). He declared himfelf to 
** be the Pretender's Prime Minifter, and Duke 
•* of Wharton and Northumberland. Hitherto,** 

Added 



added he, "my mafter's intareft liis been 
*^ managed by the Duke of Perth, and three €r 
*^ four other old womea^.wbo iweC under, die 
** portal of St. Germain's. H« wanteds Whigt 
5< and a brKk one t0O| to put thiemki a right tnuiv 
^< and I am the man. You may now look upon 
*^ me as Sir Pbilrp Wharton, Knight of die 
** Garter, running sr race with Sir Robert Wal- 
^< pcJCy Knight of the Bath ^ running: a couife i 
^^ and he {hall be hard preiled^ I aflUre ywu 
*< He bought my famfly pi6|ures^ but tl\ey (half 
*^ not be long in his ppfleffion ; thajt account is 
*' ftill open ; neither he nor King George fluM be 
*^ fix months at eafe, as long as I have the hooMur 
♦* to ferve in the employment I am now in* 

'* He mentioned great things from Muicovy, 
•^* and talked fuch nonienfe and contradidions that 
^* it is neither worth my while to remember new 
*' yours to read them. I ufed him very cavalien^ 
•* m,ent^ upon which he was much affronted -*- 
^^ Sword and piftol next day. But before I ilepr^ 
*< a gentleman was fent to defire that everything 
** might be forgotten. What a pleafure muft it 
** have been to have killed a Prime Minifter !'* 

This vapouring, however, of the Duke did not 
Jaft long : he retired to Spain, where he married 
one of the Qiieen of Spain's Ladies of the Bed- 
chamber 
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chamber without a fhilling^ arid was foon aftef** 
wards feized with a difeafe of languor, occafioned 
by his former exceffes, which by flow degrees 
ended in a premature death at the age 6f thirty-two. 
A mineral water in the mountains of Cataloniat 
appeared for fome time to have flopped the pro-* 
grefs of his diibrder. He relapfed, however, ibont 
afterwards, and in his way to the (ame falutarjr 
fprings fell from his horfe^ in one of the ibint- 
ing*-fits to which he had been fubjeft, in a fmall 
village, and Was carried by fome charitable 
Monks of the Order of St. Bernard into their 
Convent, where they adminiflered to his neceffi-* 
ties in the beft manner they could* Under theif 
hofpltable roof he languifhed a week, and then 
died. His funeral was performed in the fame 
fimple and cheap manner which the fathers ob* 
fervcd to the brethren of their own community^ 
Not long before he died he wrote to a friend, tO 
whom he fent a MS. tragedy of Mary Queen of 
Scots, and fome Poems, and finifhed his letter 
with thefe beautiful lines of Dryden to his friend 
Congreve : 

Be kind to my remains ; and oh defend 
Againft your judgment your departed friend I * 
Let not th' infulting foe my fame purfue, 
But fliade thofe laurels that defcend Co you* 

Thus 
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Thus died, unattended and unlamented, 
This life of pleafure and this foul of whim ; 

too fatally realizing the melancholy defcription of 
the Wits by the celebrated Roger ATchanij iri his 
•* Schoolmafter :'* 

*' Corfimorilie men Very quick of witte fee alfo 
" very light of conditions, Ih youth they be 
*' readie fcofFers, privie mockers, and cVer ovcj> 
" light and merry ; in age they are teftie. Very 

wafpifh, and alwaies over-miferable. And 

yet fewe of them come to any great age, 
<* by reafon of thfeir mifordered life when they are 
'* yonge ; but a great deal fewer of them con>e to 
•* (hew any great Countenance, or bear any gxeti 
•* authoritie abroade in the world ; but either Hvc^ 
*^^ obfcurely, men wot not hoW, or dye obfcurely^ 
** men mark not when.'* 

The charafter of Lovelace in Qarifia has 
been fuppofed to be that Of this Nobleman i 
and what makes this fuppofition more likely is, 
that ** The True Briton,'* a political paper iii 
which the Buke ufed to write, was printed by 
Mr. Rich?rdfoni 
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GEORGE THE SECOND. 

THIS Prince was very anxious to lav« th« 11/© 
of Dr. Cameron, againft whom execution wa» 
awarded for treaibn five years after the diSk o£ 
attainder. When he was defired. to fign one o£ 
the death-warrants for a fiipilar offence^ be (aid^jKii 
the true fpii;it of mercy that ha3 ever diftiDguii)ie<J» 
bis illuftrious Houfe, ^^ Surely there has.beoa tooi 
** much blood already fpilt upon this occafioa. 1** 

This Prince fcemed to have none of tha;t lover 
of individual and ^ikinSt property which, hafr 
iparked the character of many Sovereigns*. Hi* 
Majefty came oqe day to. Richmond Gardens ^nd 
finding the gates of them locked^ wbilft ibmei 
decently drefled perfons w^re {landing on the out*. 
fide, called for the head-gardener in. a great paf- 
fion, and told him to open the door immediately :< 
*' My fubjeib, Sir^'- added be, '''waljc vrima 
'< theyplcafe," 

The fame gardener complaining to him Ofiflr 
day that the company in Richmond Gardens h»d 
taken up fome of the flower^roots and fbrubs that 
were planted there, his only reply was, (baking; 
his cane at him, ^* Plant more then, you block- 
" head you.'* 
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KINO OF 3PAIK. 

FdiLiP) who was always complaFning; of his 
health, Is thus delcriSed hy one- who had frequent 
opportunities of feeing him : 

** He eats heartily at dinner, goes out every 
** day, afterwards fups more moderately, but 
** takes always a large plate of foup and the whole 
*' of a fowl i Ileeps for fevcn hours profoundly as 
*'' footl'as he lays his head upon his pillow, and is 
*• never diliurbed cithef by the cough of his Queen 
" (who conftantly fleeps with him), or by the 
*' entering of her maids into the room, who arc 
** contiriually coming to her alliftance," 

Philip was one day much cmbarralTed by the 
various accounts that had been given him of fomS 
pditical occurrence by the different Foreign 
Minifters at his Court ; " I vrill wait," faid h^ 
*• tillthe EngliOi Miniiter comes" (who at that 
time was the late excellent Sir Benjamin KeeUe): 
*' he is of a country that never deceives." 
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^UEEN CAROLINE. 

THIS excellent Princefs one dayobferving that 
her daughter, the Princefs — — , had made 
one of the Ladies about her ftand a long time 
v^hilft (he was talking to her upon fome trifling 
fubjcfl, was refolved to give her a praflical repri- 
mand for her ill-behaviour that fbould have more 
' weight than verbal precept. When the Princefs 
' &erefore came to her in the evening as ufual to read 
to her, and was drawing herfelf a chair to fit down, 
the Queen faid, " No, my dear, you muft not 
'** fit at prefent ', for I intend to make you ftand 
'^^ this evening as long as you fufFered Lady ■>' " 
*• to remain in the fame pofition.'* 

Bifhop Butler's abftrufe work on the '< Analogy 
'^* of Religion to Human Nature," was a favourite 
'book with this Queen. She told Mr. Sale, the 
Orientalift, that (he read it every day at break£aft$ 
fo light did her mctaphyfical mind make of that 
book which Dr. Hoadley, Bifhop of Winchefter, 
faid he never could look into without making his 
head achet 
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SIR ROBERT JVALPOLE; ■ 

EARL OF OR FOR D^ 

< 

SIR ROBERT ufed to fay, in fpeakin^ of 
<:orrviption, " We Minifters are generally called^ 
*^ and are fomistimes, tempters; but we are oftenep 
<* tempted." 

When he quarrelled with Lord Sunderland, h^ 
went into Oppofition ; and on the debate upon the 
capital claufe in the Mutiny Bill, he made ufe of 
this ftrong expreflion, " Whoever gives the powpr. 
** of blood, gives bjood/' Tbp queftion beixig^ 
carried in favour of Miniftry by a fmall majority^ 
Sir Robert faid, after thedivifion, " 'Faiths I was 
^< afraid that we had got the queftion ;" his good 
fenfe perfeftly well enabling him to fee, that armiea 
could not be kept in order withoqt ftrift dif*^ 
cipline and the power of life and death. 

Sir Robert h^d very exa6i intelligence of wha^ 
was paffing at the Court of the Pretender. Whea 
Alderman Barber vifited the Minift<?r after hi$ 
return from Rome, be afked biin how his old 
friend the Pretender did, The Alderman was 
niuch furprifed. Sir Robert then related fome par- 
ticulars of the converfation. " Well then, Jack,** 

A a 3 faid 
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faid Sir Robert, '< go ^d fin no more^ left a 
*' worfc thing befal thee." 

Soon after the diflblution of the South-Sea 
Company, Sir Robert brought in the Land-tax 
bill, and laid it upon the table, adding, that the 
t>ill (hould lay there till the enquiry was gone 
thi;ough, and the country (atisfied. 

Sir Robert always declared, that he meant die 
Excife fcheme in 1733 as an eafe to the owners 
of land, as an efEcacious and cheap method 
of collefting revenue, and as a prevention againft 
^aud. The Oppoiition, as a venerable aixd excel- 
lent Politician has always declared, thought lb 
well of the fcheme, that they held themfelveg 
bound in confcience not to oppofe it. Lord 
Bolingbroke, however, fent round to their leaders^ 
and afked them, whether they wifhed that Sir 
Robert fliould be Minifter for ever. " It is," 
faid he, ** one of the wifeft fchemes that ever 
^ entered into the head of any Minifter, and it is 
<* for that rcafon you ought to oppofe it. A fooliOi 
<* fcheme of ccurfe brings difgrace upon theperfoa 
** who propofes it. So go down to the Houfe of 
*^ Commons ; call John Bull's houfe his caftle ; 
•* and talk of the tyranny and oppreflion of the 
** regulations of the Excife." This was done 
fp efFe<^ually, and fuch a cUmour raifed amongfl; 
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the good peof^e bf England^ thtt Sir Bobett w>i 
obliged to give up bis verjr wire febeme ; which 
he did in one ef the bell ipeeches he ever made. 
Soon after be was obliged to rdinqinfb hM Excife 
biJI, one of the American Garemon propakd to 
bioi a tax upon Aoicticti. '* Why," replied he, 
" you fee I have Old iijiglarni already fet againft 
** me I do you think that 1 can wifli to have New 
** England fet againi^ mc alfor" 

The late Lord North told Dr. Johnfon, that Sir 
llobert bad once got pofRxiliuti of fome treafonable 
letters of Mr. Shippen; and that he fent for him, 
fliewed him the letters, and burnt them before his 
face. Soon afterwards it was nccclTary in a new 
Parliament for Mr. Shippen to take the oaths of 
allegiance to George the Second, when Sir Robert 
placed bimfelf overagsind him, and fmiled whillt 
be was fworn by the Clerk, Mr. Shippen then 
came up to him, and faid, '- Indeed, Robin, this 
*' is hardly fair." 

Dr. johnfon did one day of Sir Robert, that 
he was the beft Minifter this country ever hadj 
'^ for," added he, " he would have kept it in 
*' perpetual peace, if we {meaning the Tories 
" and thofe in (^pofiiion to him) would have let 
" him." And what greater eulogium can be 
beftowed upon any MinilUr, than that his great 
and univerlal aim was to render the country 
Aa 4 of 
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of which he is entruflcd with the care, tranquil 
and flourifbing ? It (hould be likewife remarked 
to the honour of this Minifter, that (as that fa- 
gacious and excellent politician the Dean of 
Gioucefler tells us) he took off by one ziEt of par- 
liamenti upwards of one hundred petty and teizing 
Cuftom-houfe duties. 

There is extant a letter of this wife and excellent 
Statefman to the Duke of Newcaftle, written 
during the tim^ of the ferment in Ireland refpedl-* 
ing Wood's Halfpence. He appears to approve 
highly of the plan, but fays, ^< If after all the 
'^ Irifli dlflike it, I will give it up ; as I would 
<^ never wifli to oppofe the general fenie of a 
" country on any meaft^rc whatfocver," 

During the divifion upon the celebrated Chip'» 
penham Eledion, Sir Robert ftood near to the 
worthy Baronet whofc fuccefs on that occafion 
was the caufc of hi$ quitting his (Ituation of 
Prime Miniftcr, and faid to him (on obferving a 
particular perfon dividing againft him), *' Obfcrve 
** that fellow, Sir Edward j I faved him from thd 
.♦' gallows in the year . 
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LORD CHJTIJJM 

ffcms to have been one of thnre fuperior Spirits, 
who, in mercy to ManklniJ, nre permitted oct.i- 
fioiially to vifit this lower world, to revive or 
create Nations, ami to decide the fate of Empires. 
The Btitifh Empire, fink-ing. under the difabilitj 
of his immediate prcJccefiors, fooii regained its 
priftine vigour uncter tlis influence of Loril 
Chatham. Hit, grei'.t mind pervaded every part nf 
it, and, like ihe Kirch of Prometheu;, illumined uri J 
animatetl the whole. Called into power at the 
middle li:ne of life, and wilh fome experience in 
the complicated biifincfs of politicks, by the voice 
of the people, and againft the inclination uf his 
Sovereign, he never had the infolence to dcd.ire 
with what rank only rf the executive department 
of Government he would do his Country ihc 
honour and f^ivour to be contented. In oppo- 
fition to the Miiiillers of his Sovereign, he never, 
from fpleen or from indignation, dared to attempt 
to innovate upon the eftabliflied Conftitution of 
his Country, ajid, with a view to be a favourite 
with the people, cajole them with the hopes of an 
increafc of their power and of their conlcqi/encc, 
which he never in his heart intended they ihould 
pof- 
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poflefs. When Prime Mini ft er, he never dealt 
out the dignities and emoluments of o£Bce to 
perfons merely bccaufe they were related to and 
£onne(5led with him, and whom he intei>ded to 
direct, from the Superiority of his uuderftai^ii^. 
to theirs, and from his knowledge of^ their 1117 
capacity to fill the arduous ^nd important ftations 
which, at a very critical period of the State, he had 
afligned to them. In Council, when a baneful 
influence prevailed, which from jealpufy of autho- 
rity, and perhaps fron> meaner motives, by its 
improper interpofition and dangerous interference, 
like the pernicious remora, impeded and coui>* 
teraited the motion of the great vefTel of Govern- 
ment, he difdained to temporize, and, from vi^W9 
of interefl; or of fear, to keep the helm which he 
was not permitted to manage as he pleafed. Ho 
nobly, and in the true fpirit of the Conftitutioa^ 
declared, that he would be no longer refponilble 
for meafures which he was not permitted to guide. 
Of the manlinefs, of the wifdom, and of the 
virtue of this declaration, his fellowrcitizens were 
fo feniible, that when his Sovereign, the idol of 
)iis people, and himfelf met on an occadon of public 
feflivity, he appeared to divide with the beloved 
Vicegerent of Heaven the applaufes of the multi- 
tude ! 

Lor4 
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Lord Chatham never degraded his mind with 
that attention to the patronage which his high 
fKuation afFordedi nor divided s^nd diftra<5ted hit 
undcrftanding by (he minutpneTs of detail and the 
meaner operations of finance, which the moft or* 
dinary Clerk in his office could h^ve managed as 
well as himfclf. The great powers of his mind 
were always directed to Tome magnificent obje£i« 
He faw with the eye of intuition itfelf into the 
charadcrs of mankind : he faw for what each maa 
was fitted. His fagacity pervaded Chje fecrets of 
the Cabinets of other Countries ^ and the energy 
of his mind informed and infpirited tl^at of his own. 
The annals of his glorioMS adminiftration will not 
be remembered by the rife of the Stocks, or by the 
favings of a few thoufand pounds, but by the im*- 
portation of foreign tpillions, the fpoil of citieSf 
the fack of Nations, by conquefts in every part oC 
the Globe. 

Lord Chatham thought it difgraceful in a Prime 
Minidcr, bccaufc fome of his colleagues differed 
in opinion from him, to fee armies wade away, 
and fleets become ufclcfsj to behold money in- 
cfFc£lually fquandered, that had been wrung fronx 
the fvveat of the brow of the poor and of the labo- 
rious*, and the lives of thoufands of his fellow-* 
fubjccts facrificcd to murmuring compliance, an4 
to pride tliat indignantly licks the duft* 

On 
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On certain occafions. Lord Chatham oppofed 
not only the opinions of his brethren in office, but 
even the prejudices of the Sovereign. The fol- 
lowing anecdote, which was communicated by hii 
Under-Secretary of State Mr. Wood, to a friend 
of his, is a ftriking proof of his honefty and finn- 
fxck of mind, 

*• Lord Chatham had appointed Mr. Wolfe to 
" command at the ficge of Quebec, and as he told 
** him that he could not give him fo many forces 
*• as he wanted for that expedition, he would make 
" it up as well to him as he could, by giving hiii) 
^'^ the appointment of all his Officers. Mr, Wolfe 
*^ fcnt in his lift, included in which was a Gen« 
" tleman who was obnoxious to the Sovereign, 
*' then George the Second, for fome advico 
*^ vyhrch, as a military man, he had given to his 
** fon the Duke of Cumberland. Lord Ligonier^ 
" then Commander in Chief, took in the lift to 
^^ the King, who (as he expefted) made fome ob- 
** jections to a particular name, and refufed to 
*' figri the commilllon. Lord Chatham fent hiiri 
*' into the clofet a fecond time, with no better 
*' fuccefs. Lord Ligonier refufed to go in a third 
** fime at Lord Chatham's fug'geftion. He wasj 
** however, told that he fhould lofe his place if he 

lk\ not; and that, on his prefenting the namt-to, 

** the 



*' * 
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" the Soven-igii, he thciuM k-11 liini iiie;.pcculi,it 
" fituation of the ftatc gf the expedition, ami iliat 
'* in order to make any Gfiierul conipleteiy 
" rcfponfible for his conduit, he fliuuld be made, 
'* as much us pofliblf, inexcufable if he does not 
.'* luccecdi and that, in conri-qmrnce, whatever an 
*' Officer, who was ciitruftcd willl any fi;rvici; of 
*' confidence ani! of confcqucncc, dcfircd, QiouIJ 
" (if poffiblc] be complied with. Lord I.igonJer 
" went in a third time, and told his Sover«gfi 
** what he was ditefled to ti-U him. 'I'hc good 
" fenfe of the Monarch fo completely difurmcJ his 
'• prejudice, that he figncd the paitkuLr coin- 
" minion, as he was dclircd." 

Lord Chatham was educated at Eton, and in 
no very particular manner dilliiiguifbed himfclf at 
that celebrated feniinary. Virgil in early life was 
his favourite Author. He wa& by no means agood 
Greek fchoUr-, and though he occationally copied 
the arrangement andthcc^iprellionsofDcmollhenes 
with great fuccefs in his fpccches, he perhaps 
drew them from the Colhiiu tranAution of that 
admirable Ora.or (th^it book having been frequently 
feen in his ruom by a great Lawyer fume time 
fleceafed). '1 he fcrmons of ihc grcit Dr. Barrow 
and of Abernethy were favourite books with hinii 
and of the Sermons of the late Mi. Mudgu nt 
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Plymouth he always fpoke veryhighlf. tJe'dncc 
declared in the Houfe of Commonly that no bdok 
had ever been perufcd by him with equal inftrudion 
with the Lives of Plutarch ♦. 

Lord Chatham was an extremely fine reader of 
Tragedy ; and a Lady of rank and tafire, iiow 
living, declares with what fatisfkcSHon (he has 
heard him read fome of Shakefpeare's Hiftorical 
Plays, particularly thofe of Henry the Fourdl and 
Fifth. She however uniformly obferved, that 
when he came to the comic or buffoon parts of thoie 
plays, he always gave the book to one of his re* 
lations, and when they were gone through, he took 
the book again. 

Dr. Johnfon fays acutely, that no man is a 
hypocrite in his amufements ; and thbfe of Lord 
Chatham feem always to have born the £t9XAp6f 
greatnefs about them. 

Lord Chatham wrote occailonally very good 
verfes. His tade in laying out grounds was eif- 
quifitc. One fcene in the gardens of South Lodge 
on Enfield Chafe (which was defigned- by^h{m)v 
that of the Temple of Pan and its accompatii** 
mcnts^ is mentioned by Mr. Whatelfeyj in his 
•* Obfcrvations on Modern Gardening," as one 
of the happied efforts of wcll-dire£tbd and appf0^ 
priate decoration. 

* Lord MonboJdo on the Origin of Canguage* " 

Of 
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Of Lord Chatham's eloquence who can fpeak 
tliat has not heard it ? and who that had the hap- 
pincfs to hear it, can do juftice to it by deicripclon 1 
It was neither the rounded and the monotonous 
declamation, the exuberance of images, the acute 
fophiHry, or the Attic wit and (atirical point, that 
we have fccn admired in our times. It was very 
various ; it poiTefled great force of light and (hadc} 
it occafionally funk to colloquial fiimiliarity, and 
occaflonally rofe to Epic fublimity. If he crept 
fbmetimes with Timxus, he as often thundered 
and lightened with Pericles. His irony, though 
ilroiig, was ever dignified ; his power of ridicule 
jrrefiflibic; and his inveilive fo terrible, that the' 
objcdls of it fhrunk under it like ihrubs before Cho 
withering and the blading Eaft. Whoever heard 
this great man fpeak, always brought away 
Something that remained upon his memory and 
upon his imagination, hverbum ardinSfZ^vf" 
ing word, a happy facility of exprefSon, an appro- 
priate metaphor, a forcible image, or a fiiblime 
figure, never failed to recompenfe the attention 
which the hearer had beftowed upon him. 

Soon after Sir Robert Walpole had taken away 
his Cornet's commiiQon from this extraordinary 
man, he ufcd to drive himfelf about the country in 
a one-horfe chaife, without a fervant. At each 
town to which he came^ the people gathered round 

about 
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about his carriage, and received him with thtf 
loudeft acclamations. 

Lord Chatham thought very highly of the effedls 
of drefs and of dignity of manner upon mankinds 
He was never fccn on bufinefs without a full-drefs 
coat and a tye-wig, and he never permitted his 
Under- Sccretari(>s to fit down before himj 

A General OiHcer was once afked by Ijord 
Chatham, How many men he (hould require for a 
certain expedition ? *• Ten thoufand)" was the 
anfwcr. *' You (hall have twelve thoufand," faid 
rheMinifter> '* and then if you do not fucceed, it 
** is your fault.'* 

The original of the charafter of Praxiteles, in 
Mr. Greville's very entertaining book of Maxims, 
is faid to have been Lord Chatham. 

When Cardinal Stoppani (furnamed in the Con-* 
clave of Cardinals II Politico) was informed that 
Lord C hatham had ccafed to be Minider of England* 
he told an Englifh Gentleman that he could not 
give aijy credit; to it. ** What heir,*' he added, 
*•' on coming to a confide rable eflate, and finding 
*' it exctllcnliy well managed by a Reward, would 
^^ difmifs that lleward merely becaufe he had ferved 
** his predeceflbr f'* 

The late King of Pruffia, in his Hiftory of the 
Seven Yc.us War, thus defcribes Lord Chatham: 
<^ Vfloqucnce it la ^£7iie cU A'L Pitt avoient rendu 

" ridou 
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" Pidoli de la Nation, c^ctott la meUleure tite 
" d^ Angliterre* II cvoit fuhjugue la Chamhre 
" Baffe par la force de la parole, Jl y n'gnoit^ il 
" en etoit^ p.^ar ainji dire., l\imc. Pa^yjnu au 
*' timon des liji'.lres^ il appliqu : icute t*etendui di 
*' fon genie a rrndre a fa patrie la domi*uUion des 
** mers ; et pcnjtint en gvande homme^ i^ff^^ indigui 
*' de la Convention de Clo/ler Seven, qu'ilrigardoit 
" comme l*opprobre des Anglois,^^ 

This great Ivlinifter was born at Stratford 
House, at the footofthefortrefs of Old Sarum ; 
an Engraving of which is appendeJ to this Col- 
Icclion, to faliyfy that grateful curiofity with which 
\wc ever contemplate the birth-place of thofe who 
hp.ve been the friends and the bciiw'fawlors of their 
Country. 



ADMIRAL BOSCAIVEN. 

WHEN this great feaman was appointed to 
the command of a guard-ihip that was ftationed 
at the Nore, he fent away fevcral of the newly- 
prelll'd mcii Ui:it were br<;ught to him, in comp'.iny 
with (omc experienced feamen, in frigates and 
fmall veliels, to the mouths of many of the creeks 

Vol. II, n B and 



^ I 



DtSTtNCyiSHEO PKIIS0K9. jft 

bis powers of refource ;upQn every occafion) with 
his Intrepidity of mind, his tnanUuefs and inde^ 
pendcncc of condiu^ and of character, can aever in 
the lead degree give credit to this foolifli and 
hazarded aiTertion. The Admiral however) upon 
other occafions, and in other circumftances, de« 
ferred to the opitiions of thofe with whom he was 
profef&onally conne£led« He was once fent with 
a command to intercept a St. Domingo fleet of 
Merchantmen, and was waiting near the track 
which it was tlippofcd tliey would take. One of 
his feamen came to him to tell him that the flcot 
was now in fight. The Admiral look his gh(s^ 
and from his fuperior power of eye, or perhaps 
from previous informationi Cud, that t^e AUor waa 
ftiiftakeot and that what he faw wa$ Jjbe grand 
French fleet. The ieaman, however^ peiCifted. 
The Admiral ilelired fome others of his cr«w (o 
look tl) rough the glafs i who alU with tbeif brains 
heated wuh the proiped of a pr.ii&ei diccW/^i thmt 
what they faw was the St. Domir\£0 itfU H^ 
nobly replied) << GentlemcOi you ihall nevj^r i&y 
** that I have flood in the way of your enriching 
^^ yourfclves: I fubmit to youi but rrovepberj 
** when you find your miftake,you muft ftlUid bjf 
** me/* ^1 he ^nillake was foon dUcoveredi and 
the Admiral, by fuch an exertion of manoeuvres 
as the for vice h;Ls not often feen, liivtd .hit (hip* 

B B 2 Ht 
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He was fo little infefted with the fpirit of psuty 
which, in the lad war, prevailed in ournavy, to the 
ruin of the country, and to the difgrace of the 
profeiHon, that when, on his return frons fome 
expedition, he found his friends out of place, and 
another Adminiflration appointed, and was afked 
whether he would continue as a Lord of the Ad- 
miralty with them 5 he replied very nobly, *' The 
•^ Country has a right to the fervices of its pro- 
^< feiHohal men : fhould I be fent again upon any 
** expedition, my fituation at the Admiralty will 
^< facilitate the equipment of the fleet I am to 
•* command." 

Mr. Bofcawen thought with the celebrated 
Admiral Blake, " It is not for us to mind State af- 
*< fairs, but to prevent Foreigners from fooling us/^ 

A favourite Captain of his ufed to declare, that 
previous to fome engagement, whilfl: he was con- 
templating with tranfport the excellence of his 
(hips, and the courage and (kill of their Com- 
manders, he faid to him, *^ Admiral, do you think 
** that all your Captains will do their duty in the 
" engagement?'* " I truft ihey will,'*anfwered 
he; " but Lieutenant B. if they do not, the firft 
« perfon th^t I (hall obferve to fail, I (hall fend 
" you to his fliip to fuperfede him." 

No greater teftimony of the merit of Admiral 
Bofcawen can be given than that afforded by the 

lat9 
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late Lord Chatham, when Prime Minifter of this 
country : '* When I apply," faid he, " to other 
•* Officers refpe<fting any expedition I may chance 
*^ to projeft, they always raife difficulties; you 
** always find expedients." Of Lord Chatham 
Mr. Bofcawen faid, ^^ He alone can carry on the 
<< war, and he alone fhould be permitted to make 
** the peace *." 

The following infcription is on the Admiral's 
inonuiT>ent, in the church of St. Michael Pcnkevel, 
in Cornwall. It is fuppofed to have been written 
by his excellent and difconfolate Widow, who 
appears in it to haye felt no lefs fenfibly the lois 
her Country experienced} than that wl)ich fhe 
herfelf fuftaincd : 

Satis gloria^ fed baudfatis reipubHae^ 

Here lies the Right Honourable 

EDWARD BOSCAWEN, 

Admiral of the Blue, General of Marines, 

Lord of the Admiralty, and one of his 

Majefty's Mod Honourable Privy 

Council* 

• When the Duke t)f Bedford went over to Paris as 
Ambafl'ador in 1763, he infixed much on fome point in the 
treaty in which he was oppofed by the French MiniHry, 
He then told them, chat if they continued their oppofition 
to it, he fhould immediately return to England, and advife 
his Sovereign to place Lord Chatham at the head of affiirs* 
This threat had its proper effed upon thofe who had 
fuffcred from the exertions of that great man» and they 
immediately gave up the Jifputed point to the Ambaflador. 

B B 3 Hit 
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His birth » though noble, 
Hfs titltfs, though illuftriout, ' 
Were but incidental addkiont to bit g^tatitelt« 

History, 

la more exprefiive and more iadelible 

chara£ten. 

Will inform latcft pofterity 

With what ardent xeal, 

With what fucccfsful valouf, 

He fcrvcd his country ; 

And taught her enemies 

To dread her naval power* 

In command 

He was equal to every emergency, 

Superior w every difRcuIfy ; 

In his high departments mailerly amd oprighr; 

His example formed, while , 

His patronage rewarded 

Merit. 

With the highcft exertions of military greatneff, 

■ 

He united the gentleft offices of humanity : 
His concern for the intereRs, and 
unwearied attention to the health 
Of all under his command, 
Softened the neeelTary exa£tions of duty, 
And the rigours of difciplinei 
By the care of a Guardian, and the 
tendcsnefs of a Father. 
Thus belov'd and rever'd, 
Amiable in private life, as illuftrious in public, 
This gallant and profitable fcrvant of his countryi 

Whei 
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When he was bogirvnvng to reap the harveft 

Of his toils and dangers^ 

In the full merWian of years and glory, 

After having been providentially prdfcrved 

Through every peril incident to his profefioo« 

I)icd of a fever 
On the loth of January, in the year X76l> 
• The 5Qih of his age, 
At Hatchlands Park, in Surry; 
A feat he had juft finiihed, at the expenoe 
Of the enemies of his country ; 
Antf (amidll the groans and tear» 
Df His bebved Cornilbmen) waa here depofitadi 
Jlis oRce happy Wife infcribfs this marWf , 
An equal ccftimony of his worth 
And of her aHc^ion. 



SIR JOSHUA RETNOLDS. 

THIS eminent Artift wt9 born at Plimpton 
St Muy's, inDevonfliire» io the year S723» Hit 
father was a clergymiPi and the intimate friend of 
that eminent Divine Mr. Zachariah Mudge* Sir 

B B 4 Jofliua 
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Jofliua was very early in life fent to a grammar* 
fchool, where he made a good proficiency in 
Latin. He was ever of opinion that his deftination 
of mind to Painting was occafioned by the acci- 
dental perufai of Richardfon'sTrcatife on that Art 
when he was very young *. Some Frontifpieces 
to the Lives of Plutarch are ftill preferved by his 
relations, as fpecimens of his early predile£lion 
for his art, and t)f the promife that he gave of 
being eminent in it. He became Pupil to Mn 
Hudfon the Painter in 174-— > who, amongft other 
advice that he gave him, recommended him to 
copy Guerchino's drawings. This he, did with 
fuch fkill, that mnny of them are now preferved in 
the Cabinets of the curious in this country, as the 
originals of that very great matter. About the year 
1750 he went to Rome to profecute his ftudieS| 
where he remained nearly two years, and employe4 
himfelf rather in making ttudies from, than in 
copying the works of the great Painters witii 
whijch th^t illuftripus Metropolis of ithe Arts 
abounds. Here he aniufed himfelf with painting 
Caricatures, particularly a very large one of all 
the Englifh that were then at Rome, in the dif* 
ferent attitudes of Raphael's^celebrated School of 
Athens. He returned to England about the year 

^7Sh 

* See Johnfon^s Life of Milton. 
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1752^ and took a houfe in Newport- ft rcct, Lei- 
ccllcr fields ; to which latter place he removed 
(cxm afterwards, and wh'/re he continued till the 
time of his death. Sir Joftiua had fo little of the 
jcaloufy of his profeflion, that when, fome time 
fince, a celebrated Englifti Artift, on his arrival 
from Italy, afked him where he fliould fet up a 
houfe, Sir Jofhua told him, that the next houfe to 
him was vacant, and that he had found the fituatioa 
a very good cnc. 

An ingenious Critic thus delineates Sir 
JoOiya's profcflional chara<5ler : 

** Sir Jo;hu.\ Reynolds was, moft aiTuredlyi the 
** bell Portrait-Painter that this age has produced. 
*^ He poiil'licd fomething original in his manner 
** vyhich diftinguifhcd it from thofe Painters who 
^* preceded hjm. His colouring was excellent| 
<^ and his distribution of light and (hadow fo gene» 
^ rally judicious and varied, that it moft clearly 
** {hewed that it was not a mere trick of prafticCi 
** but the rclulc of principle. In Hifto:y Paint- 
** ing his abilities were very refpeflabiei ai^d bid 
<< invention and judgment were fufficient ^ hatr^ 
*< enabled him to have made a very diftinguilhed 
*^ figure in that very arduous branch of his pro* 
f>* fcifion, if the cxclufive ufte of this country for 

Portraits 
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*^ Portraits h;^ not difcouraged him from cuki- 
** vating a talent fo very unprodu(5live and neg- 
^^ kcled. His drawing, though incorred^ bad 
^ always fomething of grandeur in it. 






To his own pictures might be well applied what 
he ufcd to Ciy rcfpecting thofe of Rubens : ** They 
" reCembkV* faid he, a well-chofen nofegay, in' 
" which though the colours are fplendid and 
** vivid, they are never glaring or oppreffivc to 
** the eye." 

Sir Jofbua wrote - " Difcourfes delivered 
" at the Roycil AcaJemy," 2 vols, 8vo. " Notes 
** to Mr. M.ifon's Tranflation of Dufrcfnoy on 
•' Painting," ^to. Papers No. 76, 79, 82, in 
** The Idlerj^'on the fubjecS of Painting, were alio 
written by him ; and he left behind him in manu- 
fcript fome obfervations upon the pictures of 
Flanders and of Holland. Sir Jofhua*s views in 
art were always direi^ed to fomething grand. IJe 
propofed to place his exquifite colle£tion of 
foreign Piflurcs in the Lyceum, and to give 
Le£tures upon them in imitation of the Confe- 
rences of the French Academy of Painting qnder 
Louis the Fourteenth, and to illuflrate by example 
the truth of thofe excellent precepts which he had 
delivered in his Leftures, He was very def;rous' 

to 
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to introduce the ornament* of Painting * and cf 
Sculpture into the grand though denuded fabric oF 
the Cathedral of the Metropolis. He was anxious 
that that beautiful quarry of (tone, no lefs cold to tht 
figlit tlian the feel, (hould be warmed and animatei 
in parts M'itii the fplendid decoration of gilding. 
He wifhed to nLike this triumph of tlie Art of 
Architc\5turc, the Cathedral of the Metropolis) tht 
Britiih Temple of Fame 1 that in this fabric 
>Jational gratitude {hould ttcSt Monuments to 
thofc diftingufflied perfons 

^: :'ui me mores alios fecere merendo t 

WhoFo glorious names for ferviccs performed 
Live ill the graceful nremoryof mtnkiad* 

With much effort, and at great expence^ he 
procured a nich in that place of diftinguiQied 
icpulture for his friend the BritiOi Lexicographer* 

* The plan for decorating the Cathedral of St. PauV^ 
with Paintings by the moft eminent Englifli Artiftt, ^at 
flopped by the cautioD, perhaps necefTary at that time, of 
Dr.Tcrrick, Bi(ho;;> of London. Sir Joikua with a muni- 
ficence wi>rthy of the Painter whom in every rcQ>e€t he 
mol rcfcu.blcd, the accoonplilhed Rubenty intended to 
have m.ide the Chapter a prefenc of a pidurt of the H^lj 
Fanaily painted by himfeif. 

There 
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There IS flill a nich left in the Britifh Tcmpk cf 
Fame for himfelf, which gratitude) friendfhipy and 
veneratiou for talents, will in time fupply with hU 
fiatue* 

The following charaiSer of this great Artift, 
as given in the Newfpapers foon after hip 
fplendid and public funeral in St. Paul's, is the 
produ£tion of Mr. Burke.. It is the eulo* 
gium of Pairhafius pronounced by Pericles— it 
is the eulogium of the greatcil Painter by the mpft 
confummate Orator of his time. 

*' His ilJnefs was long but borne with a mild. 
*' and cheerful fortitude, without the leaft mix* 
** ture of anything irritable or querulous, agree- 
^' ably to the placid and even tenour of hiiB whole 
^ life. He had from the beginning of bis ma* 
*' lady a diftinci view of his diflblution, wUcii 
** he contemplated with that entire compofure 
** which nothing but the innocence, intejgrity, and 
*'• ufcfulncfs of his life, and an unaffected fubmif- 
*' lion lo the will of Providence, could beftdw. 
" In this fituation he had every confolation from 
." family tendernefs, which his tenderqefs to his 
♦' family had always merited. 

" Sir Jofhua Reynolds, was^ on very many. 
** accounts, one of the moft memorable men of 

*« his 
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** his time:— he was the firft Englifhman who 
** adued the praife of the elegant arts to the olhcr 
** glories of his country. In tafte, in grace, in 
*' facility, in happy invention, and in the richncfe 
** and harmony of colouring, he was equal to the 
*^ great matters of the renowned ages. In portrait 
*' he went beyond them ; for he communicated to 
*' that defcription of the art in which Englifli 
** artifls are the moft engaged, a variety, 9 fancy, 
" and a dignity derived from the higher branches, 
** which even thofe who profeffed them in a fupe- 
•* lior manner did not always preferve when 
" they delineated individual nature. His por- 
" traits remind the fpcdlator of the invention 
" of hiftory, and the amenity of landfcapc. In 
" painting portraits, he appears not to he raifed 
** upon that platform, but to defcend to ic from a 
** higher fphcre. His pamtings illuftrate his lef- 
** fons, and his lefTons feem to be derived from his 
" paintings. 

" He pofTcfied the theory as perfcQly as the 
** practice of his art. To be fuch a painter he 
" was a profound and penetrating philofophcr. 

** In full happinefs of foreign and donv^ftic fame, 
*' admired by the expert in art, and by the 
** learned in fcience, courted by the great, careffcd 
" by Sovereign Powers, and celebrated by diiUii- 
** guilhed Poets, his native humility, modcfty, 

** Sii.d 
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" and candour never forfook him, even on &ir«* 
" prifc or provocation \ nor was the leaft degree 
*• c»f arrogance or aflumption vifible to the moft 
** fcrutinizing eye, in any part of his conduct or 
** tlifrourfe. 

** His talents of every kind— powerful fron) 
•* nature, and not meanly cultivated in letters-^ 
•• his focial virtues :n all the relations and all the 
** hd)ltudcs of life, rendered him the center of 
** a very great and unparalleled variety of agrce- 
*^ able Societies, which will be diffipated by hi9 
" death. He had too much merit not to excite 
*' fome jealoury, t(^o much innoccjice to provoke 
•' any enmity. The lufs of no man of his time 
*^ can be felt with m.ore fincere, general^ and 
•* unmixed ibrrow. 

** Hail ! and Farewell f 



LORD MANSFIELD. 

THE character of Lord Mansfield was, per- 
haps, never better, certainly never more elegantly 
delineated than by the pen of the prcfent Bifhop of 
Worccfcr, in his Life of Bifhop Warburton, 

** Mr. 



t( 



Mr. Murray, afterwards Earl of Mj^nsfieW^ 
** and Lord Chief Juftice of England, was h 
** extraordinary a perfon, and made fo great a 
** figure in the world, <hat his name omift gd 
•' down to pofterity with diftinguifbed honour in 
" die public records of the nation. For his (bining 
" talents di (played tbcmfdves in every depart* 
** ment of tke Static, as well as in the Sc^reme 
*' Corurt of Juftice, his peculiar province, which 
^* he filled with a hi&re of reputation equutled 
" perhaps, certainlly ncA exceeded by any of hh 
** predeceflbrs. 

^* Of his condufi in the Hbufe of Lords I can 
•* fpeak with the more confidence, becaufe I fycak 
'* from my own ohfervation. Too good to -be the 
*^ leader, and too able to be the,ii(^ of any 
'^ party, he was beHeved to fpeak his own fenfe of 
*' public meafurcs; and the authorityof his judg- 
*^ ment was fo high, that in regular tioate^ 4;h« 
" Houfc was ufually decided by it. He was iw 
'* forward <dt frequent fpoafcor, but referred himfctf 
** (as was fiit) for occafions worthy of hifn. la de* 
^* bate, he was eloquent as well as^wife, i>rjratber' 
** he became eioqaentl>y bis wifdom. His Govm^ 
*' tenance and tone of yuaqc innprinted ihc ideat 
*' of penctri.tion, piohity, and cs^ndouri but 
<^ what iccurred your attentiion >aAd aflent to ^all 
** he laid, w;iS his co^)tftant good.fenfe#. floH'iog ita 

•' ap« 
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** apt trrnis, nnJ in the cljarcft method. He 
♦♦ jiffcclcil no failles of the iiii;«2ination, or biirfts 
•* itf pafljon ; much L*fs would he coiidcfcend to 
'* pf^rfonal abufj or to pt-tulaiit altt-rcacioti. All 
*• was clear cnndid rcafoii. letting Itf'Af fo eafilv 
*' into the mindn of his hearers as to carry infor- 
•* maticn and convi^Vmn with it. In a word, his 
<* public fenatoriai character very much rcfembled 
** that of Meflala, of w hom Cicero fays, addrcHing 
•* himfclf to Brutus, " Do not imagine, Brutus, 
«* that for worth, honour, and a warm love of 
** his country, any ox\^ is comparable to Mcflala ; 
•* fo that his eloquence (in which he wonderfully 
** excels) is almort cclipfcd by thofc virtues. And 
** even in his difjd.iy of that faculty his fuperior 
*' good fcnfe (hews itfclf mod ; with k much 
<^ care and (kill hath he formed himfcif to the 
•* trueft manner of fpeaking I His powers of 
*^ genius and invention are confcfTedly of the firfl: 
** lizr, yet he almoft owes Icfs to them tlian to the 
*< diligent and ftudlous cultivation of judgment.**' 

*♦ In the comir.erce of private life, Lord Matis- 
** field was eafy, friendly, and agreeable, ex-' 
•* treniely fenfible of worth in other men, Titiii 
** ready on all occafions to countenance and patro-' 
•* nize it." 

Lord Mansfield had been a long time applied 
to by the late Mr. Owen Ruff head for tiiaterials 

for^ 
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for his life, which he intended to write. The modeft 
and ingenuous Chief Juftice told hm$ ^ that his 
^' life was not ^ importance enough to 'be writ- 
*« ten/* He added, " If you wilh- to write the 
^< life of a truly great many write the life of 
<* Lord Hardwicke» . who from very humble 
*' means, and without fiunily (upport and ,coii« 
<* ne£tions, became Lord High Chancellor of 
^^ England on account of his. virtue, his talents, 
" and his diligence." ; 

Some of. Lord Mansfield's obfervatioos were, 
<^ that cunning was the mod foolilh thing in 
<< the world ; that we fhould always begin, at the 
** end of every thing; and that in politic^ parses 
*^ inilead of confidering what is to be.done^ 
" ftruggle only who (hould do it," 

Lord Mansfield, after the determination of 
fome caufe, found reafons to alter his ppinion 
for the directions he had given to die jury. 
Some time afterwards he faw one of the Counfcl 
to whcfe Client his opinion had jaot been ftvour- 
able, and defired him to make a motion for a ne^ 
trial. Lord Mansfield was telling this circum- 
fiance one day to one of bis Brethren, who 
feemed rather afloniihed at the cool and eafy man*, 
ner in which he mentioned his change of opinion. 
** Why," fays he, ^ after all, it is onlyibewing 
^< the world that you arc wifer to-da]t;tiiuui yo^ 
** were yefterday/' 

VOL. II. C C To 
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To fome Military Gentleman wfad WM ip«» 
{)ointed Governor of one of our Ifltndt in the 
Weft Indies, and who exprefled his wpptAeii^ 
fions of not being able to difcharg^ his duff is 
Chancellor of his Province, Lord MiuisfieM ga^ 
this advice : *' Always decide, and never gife 
** reafons for your dectfion* You will in gencMl 
^* decide well, yet give very bad reafons for yottr 
•* judgment/* 

Raleigh's «Hiftoryofthc World/* Giannonrt 
«« Hiftory of Naples," Ductes' « Hiftory of 
•* Louis the Eleventh of France," and Vattd^s 
*^ Law of Nations," were favourite books wilh 
Lord Mansfield. He wrote fome <* Dir^^ons 
« for the Study of HiflTory," for the prefent DuIds 
of Portland, which may be fcen in The £uiU>nAif 
Magazine for March and April 1791 ; and 
fome ** Direftions for the Study of die LaW/' 
in the fame excellent Repofitory for June in ttit 
fame year. 

When, to the difgrace of the police and of Afe 
fpirit of the Country, Lord Mansfield's houfe ih • 
Bloomfbury Square was burnt, be lofl, amongft 
oth( r papers, a fcrap of paper of Lord Claren* . 
don*s hand-writing to this purpofe : 

«< The Englifh Conftitution is — ^March, r662» 
** The Englifh Conftitution is-*— ^-Januaryi 1663. 
'' I'he Englifli Conftitutionis-ii-— Aprils 1663. 

«« After 
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** After fuch repeated recurrences to ccmfider it, 
<* I cannot pretend accurately to define it'*^ 

What this great man, perhaps from modeftyy 
and perhaps from being placed too near the ex« 
quiilte and venerable fabric to furvey its fevcral 
parts and dependencies, would not venture to teiji 
us, let us hear from ForeignerSi who, on comr 
paring their Governments with ours^^who, from 
experiencing the inconveniences of their owa^ 
and feeing die blefflngs of our Conftitotion, art 
lefslikely to be prejudiced obfervers or r.apturpus 
encomiafts. 

Philip de Comines Ays, Oh la ch9fi pHkUfUf 
^ ift miiMx trait it ^ tt 9u iiy a m$ins di vioinif$Jw 
« UptupUy c' iji Anglittm!* 

The celebrated «« EncydfptdU MitMlfuf^ of 
the French, that dep6t, as they are plesfed to 
term it, of all knowledge and of Vitxy fcience^ 
under the article ^< AngUiirn^* faye. Of tU the 
^ Governments with which we are acquainted, 
** that of England poflefles three efleotial advan- 
** tages: It aflbrds greater certainty of pro- 
*^ te^tion— -it requires the fmalleft facrificcs«"4u:id 
^ is the moft capable of perfeAion */' 

c c a The 

• The cfUbrated Profeffor Vittel, ia hit «< Law of 
** Nations/' fpeakingof the Conftitution of £agttad|<x* 

claimt. 
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The acute Bcaumelle fays, ** The Conftitutiott 
<* of England mud be immortal, forno wife Nal^oh 
^< Was ever inflaved by an internal foe^gnd no'free 
^^ Nation was ever inflaved by an external eneii^y/* 

" The Englifli/* fays the illuftrious Prefident 
de Montefquieuy ^^ are the moft free people that 
<< ever were upon the earth. England^ of all the 
<< Nations in the world, is that which has known 
<< how to make the moft (all at the fame time) of 
<< thofe three great things, Religion, Commerce, 
" and Liberty." 

•* Harrington,** fays Montefquieu again,** in his 
*< Oceanoj has examined what is the higheft 
*' point of Liberty to which the Cbnftitudon of a 
*^ State can be carried. But it may be laid of 
*' him, that he fearched for Liberty till be bad let 
*< it pafs him without knowing it, and that- he 
** built Chalcedon, having the oppofice bank of 
** Byzantium before his eyes.** 

Briflbt, who, perhaps, paid even with his lifis for 
the oppofitioh of his a£lions to his opinion,. 

claims, *< In England every good Citizen fees that the 
** (Irength of the State is really the welfare of ail, and noc 
'* that of a fingle perfon. Happy Conftitution ! which the 
« people who poffefs it did not fuddenly obtain ; it hascoft 
*< them rivers of blood, but they have not purchifed it 
" too dear." 

Ciys, 
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fays, in his Letter aJdreffed to his Cotiftituents. 
** The Englifli Government, which I had invef- 
** tigated upon the f^ot, appeared to me (in fpite 
** of its defedls * ) a model for thofe Nations that 
•* were defirous to change their Government. 
" The work of M. de Lolme/* adds he, ** which 
** is no more than an ingenious panegyric upon 
" this excellent Conftitution, was at that time in 
** the hands of the learned few. It was, howcvcri 
^^ in detail, and ought to have been made known 
** to my Countrymen: for to make it known, 
** was to make it beloved/* 

ESTO perpetua! 

* That groat Oracle of human wifdom Lord Bacon, in 
his Chapter " Of Innovations," fays, ** It is true that what 
•* is ictdcd by cuilom (though it be not ^oodj, yet at icaft 
** it is lit. And ihofe tlnngs which have gone long to^e- 
** thcr are (ai> it were) confederate amongft themfeives; 
** whereas new things piece not fo well. But though 
** they help by their utility, yet they trouble by their in- 
** conformity. Befidcs, they are like ftrangers, more 
•* admired and Id's favoured," — Bacon, EJ'aj xxiv. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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